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INTRODUCTION 
This thesis is the re~ort of a study made of the rural 
ohurohes of Boone County, l.I1ssouri. The objeot of this study 
is to asoertain the status of these ohurohes; whether they 
are deolining or growing, and to determine as far as is 
possible the foroes that are making for growth or deoline. 
IJethod of Colleoting Data. 
The data for this investigation were obtained thru the 
use of a questionnaire, an exaot reproduotion of whioh is to 
be foun!l in the appendix. These questionnaires were filled 
out by some 'Person oonneoted with the ohuroh. suoh as minister 
or layman, or 'by the investigator in aooordance with answers 
made to the questions by the representative of the ohuroh. 
The data are as aocurate as oould be obtained. In some oases 
the fi~lres are only eBti~ates, but even then, they represent 
oonditions as accurately as oould be found since the ohuroh 
books show thnt they are very loosely ke1'>t. Thanks are due. 
however, to all those who gave the information to the best of 
their ability. 
Looation and Desori~tion of Boone County, llissouri. 
Boone County. llissouri is looated in the north oentral 
part of the state~ Jt is bounded on the north by Randolph and 
Audrain Counties, on the east by Audrain and Callaway Counties, 
on the south it fronts the llisaouri River and is bounded on the 
west by Howard County. Thus Boone County lies about the oentral 
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part of the state from east to west. 
\ Boone County is well adapted to farming. there being over 
300.000 aores under oultivation. -The prioe of land varies from 
~;30 to f"lOO an aore • depending on the type of soil and the 
looation. The two largest towns in the oounty are Columbia 
and Centralia. The former'had a population of 9.662 in 1910 
and the latter had 2.110 at the same time. Beoause of their 
Size these two towns were omitted in this study. Regardless 
of these two tuwns.however. the county is p+imarily rural. 
Because of its rural conditions Boone county presents good 
exwnples for the study of rural ohuroh oonditions. 
Plan of the Thesis. 
This study is divided into two parts. The first part. 
which is muoh the longer. deals only with the churches whioh 
have white membership and the seoond part is a study of the 
negro ohurohes. 
At the beginning of eaoh one of these parts there is a 
set of maps whioh are used to show the looation of these 
chur~hes and to illustrate different aspeots regarding the 
ohurohes of the oo~ty. The ma.psat the beginning of part 
one show the churohes with whioh the first part deals and the 
seoond oolleotion of maps illustrates different paints con-
cerning the negro churches. 
PART ONE 
CHURCHES .wITH WHITE MEMBERSHIP, 
MAPS OF BOONE COUNTY.MISSOURI. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE CHURCHES AND THEIR MEMBERSHIP 
~".,. r 
There is a total of 72!ohuroh buildings in Boone County. 
Three of them are abandoned and two are used in oommon by two 
denominations. Thus there are 71 different religious organi-
zatlons in Boone County/ whioh meet in 69 aifferent ohuroh build-
ings. and are striving to oarry on some form of regular or ir-
regular religious work. 
'- Of these 71 organizations twenty-three are Baptist, seven-
teen Methodist, fifteen Disoiples, six Primitive Baptist, four 
Holiness. two Churoh of Christ, one PresbyterIan, one Adventi8t, 
One ETangelioal. and one Catholio. A more minute division 
might be made as there are two brands of Holiness and the same 
is true of the Erimitive Baptists; but these are only teohnioal 
differenoes not understood outside their own denominations. 
Beoause these differenoes are not generally understood all the 
Holiness are olassed under one head and all the ~rim1tive 
Baptist are treated in the same manner. 
Looation 
These ohurohes are looated in the towns. villages and the 
open oountry. ~e number looated in eaoh is shown in table 
nUmber I ana the exaot looation of eaoh ohuroh ie ehown in m8~ 
nUmber 2. 
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Table No.1. 
Denomination Town Village Open Country Total 
Baptist 1 6 16 23 
Methodist 2 3 12 17 
Disoip1es 2 2 11 15 
Primitive Baptist 0 0 6 6 
Holiness 0 0 4 4 
Churah of Christ 0 0 2 2 
Presbyterian 0 0 1 1 
Evangelical 0 1 0 1 
A.dventist 0 0 1 1 
. Catholic 1 0 0 1 
Total. 6 12 53 71 
Th1s ta'h1e shO'!'TS t"e number of re 11,0'1 O1tf~ or'!'A1l1z at ions 
as they are located in the town, village, or open country. 
The division made between the towns and villages follows 
the United states Census report with one exception. There are 
two towns, Rocheport and sturgeon, and six villages. The 
Villages are Ashland, Harrisburg, Hartsburg, huntsdale, Halls-
Ville, and MaBaine. The last village mentioned, MaRaine, is the 
one referred to in the first sentenae of this paragraph. It is 
1ncluded because it is as large as some of those that are given 
in the census report and it is also inaorporated. 
There are a tew hamlets whiah might be oalled villages but 
in all of them the population is primarily engaged in larming, 
and for this reason all churches loaated in such plaaes are oon-
Sidered as being in the open oountry. 
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Table No.2. 
lJenomination :'i'/i thin last 5 yrs. :1<'i VB to 10 yrs. ago : 1'en to 20 yrs. ago 
:Vi11age:0pen Country: Vil1age:Open Country:Vi11age:Open Co • 
~a:pt1st o o 
. 
~ 111907) 
Methodist 0 0 0 
o 
2( 1902) 
(19()ti) 
. 
:;, (l~Ol) : 
(1902) : 
(l~OO) : 
0 
o 
0 
DisCiples 0 2(1915) () 0 0 0 (1915) 
Holiness 0 1(1914) 0 0 0 1(1904) 
. . 
Evangelical . . 0 0 0 0 :111~()4): 0 
Adventist 0 0 0 0 0 1119()O} 
Totals . 0 ~ 1 2 : 4 2 , . (irand Total •••• 12. 
Table showing the number of churches organized witnin the 
last five, ten, and twenty years. 
The number 01" religious bodies in this county is increasing 
very slowly. The number organized and reorganized in the last 
tlve, ten, and twenty years is given in table number 2. Within 
the last five years three open oountry ohurohes have been estab-
llshed, two OI which were only reorganized. One of those re-
or~anized WR~ a ~~11n9BB an~ th9 oth9r was a Diao1nles Churoh. 
Likewise one OI the fuethodist 0hurches whioh was mentioned in the 
five to ten year period was only a reorganization perIeoted. The 
total number OI religious bodies established within the last 
twenty years, either by organization or reorganization, is ~elve. 
The denominations to which these bodies oelong are shown in the 
aeoond table. In addition to tnose accounted for in tnat table 
there are two other Holiness bodies. These two Holiness organl-
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zations were effeoted in 1~16. 
and both meet in sohoolhouses. 
.doth of' them are very small 
.deoause tney are so small 
and both so reoent1y organized, 1 have lett them out 01" oon-
sideration in this study. 
on Y!1a.~ n11rnh er 6. 
However, their 10oation is shown 
The last paragraph did not fully aooount for the ohange 
in number of religious bodies that has taken p1aoe within the 
last twenty years. ~art 01 this ohange was mentioned above, 
that is, that three ohuroh buildings have been abandoned. 
Also, two religious bodies have disorganized. Both of these 
organizations met in union ohurohes, one of wnioh is still 
Used by the illethodist and l'rimi ti ve l:Saptist and the otner has 
been torn down and replaced by a 11ethodist IJhuroh t .rted Hook}. 
These ohurohes are all shown on map number 6. When the 
number of religious bodies tnat have disor~anized in the last 
twenty years is deduoted from the number that have organized 
or reorganized in the same period, it is found that a gain 
of only seven has been made. 
The Membership 
Table number 3 whioh is shown on page 18 gives the total 
rneml'>ersh1'" 01'- thA O~11roheB in the towns, villaRea, and Ol)en 
oountry tor the present time, five years ago, and ten years ago. 
The next table, number 4, shows the ga1n or loss over the past 
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five and ten year periods for the different denominations 
and the total gain in membership for all the denominations 
oonsidered together. During the last five years four denomi-
nations have gained, four have lost, and two have stood still. 
"During the last ten years the same number of denominations 
haVe gained, five have lost, and one stood s~ill. The de-
nominations that are growing are the Baptist, ~isoiples, 
Erimitive Baptist, and holiness; those that are losing in 
total membership are the Adventist, Churoh of Christ, Presby-
terian! Evangelioal, and Methodist. The Catholia are stand-
ing still. The three denominations in the aounty that have 
the lare-est numoor of ahurohe8 are the Baptist. Methodist, 
and the uisciples. ~wo of these, Baptist and uisciples, 
are gaining but the ruethodist churches are losing. Of the 
other seven, only two are gaining, the holiness and the 
Primitive Baptist. 
In spite of these statistias whiah show a gain in the 
case of the Disciples and baptist Churahes, I a m inclined 
to believe the gain not so great as the tables show. In 
most oases the reoords of the Baptist and uisoiples Churohes 
are very loosely kept. On the other hand, the record of 
all the members of tne Methodist Uhurah is kept very accurate-
ly. This is necessary wi th the ~:lethodist; Since oon1erence 
makes its annual assessments on eaah churoh aooording to its 
membership. Also, the Baptist and the Disciples have their 
~ 
o 
..... 
.p 
CIS 
s:: 
-a 
o 
s:: 
CD 
R 
1!aptist 
Methodist 
DiSCiples 
Primitive 
Baptist 
HOliness 
Church O:t" 
Christ 
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Table NO.3 • 
. 
. 
· 
· At Present ]' i ve years ago Ten years ago 
: 
. ; 
• 0 
: E-f : 
:101: 
· 
· 
· . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
:154: 230: 828:1212:189:23G: 826:1247:225:230: 930:1385 
· . . . . . . . . . . . 
· . . . . . . . . . . . 
:253: 1bG:145b:187~:180:1~0:1105:1416:100:125: 890:1216 
· . . . . . . 
· . . . . . . 
0: 0: 665: 665: 0: 0: 527: 527: 0: 0: 559: 659 
0: 0: 143: 143: 0: 0: 76: 75: 0: 0: 80: 80 
. . . 
. . 
· . . . . . . 
· . . . . . . 
0: 0: 204: 204: 0: 0: 404: 404: 0: 0: 400: 400 
. 
Pl'eabyterian; 0: · · 0: 45: 45: 0: 0: 60: 60: 0: 0: tiO: tiO 
Advents 0: o : 1b : Hi : 0 : 0 : 20 : 20 : 0 : 0 : 40: 40 
EvangeliCal 
Catholic 
Totals 
. . 
. . 
0: 130: 
40 : 0: 
· . 
· . 0: 1~0: 0:1;;0: 
· 
· 0: 40: 40: 0: 
. . . . . 
. . . 
0: 130: 0:225: 
. 
. 
0: 40: 40: 0: 
0: 226 
0: 40 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 
:ti48:1056:6161:6766:662:884:4842:628b:625:969:4'l40:6324 
This table shows the number of members in the towns, 
Villages, and open oountry at pr'esent, 1ive years ago, and ten 
years ago. 
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"P:rotracted Meetin~'s" in the !Summer and the survey was made 
at th1s time. In addition to these two :tactors, one of the 
Disciples Churches, Red Top, which was reorganized in 1~14, 
drew almost two hundred members from the Churoh of ~hrist. 
This fact will aocount for the large loss OJ: the Church of 
Christ. More, however, will be said later regarding the 
Red Top Church. 
Aacording to ~he statistiCS, the total church membership 
of the oounty has increased :trom 6,288 to 6,765 in the last 
fiVe years. This is a gain 01: 477 or about '7~ per'cent .. 
From 1906 to 1916 the membership grew from 6,324 to 6,765 
which is a gain of 441, or a little over 7t "per cent. From 
1906 to 1911, however, there was a loss of ~6 ~u the member-
Ship of the county. At this point it Should be mentioned 
that the rural ~opu1ation o~ this county deoreased a little 
Over n1ne percent ~rom 1900 to 1910.1 
Table No.4. 
Denomination :Over five year period:Over ten year period 
: Gain Loss Gain Loss 
Baptist 
Meth odist 
Disoiples 
Prim. Baptist 
Holiness : 
Churoh of Christ 
Pres.byterian 
Al.i.venl.ist 
168 
468 
~6 
68 
218 
36 17~ 
668 
6 
. 63 . 
200 
6 
6 
Evangelioal : Held even 
Catholio : "" 
196 
16 
26 
96 
This table shows the eain 
fOr both the past five and ten 
Held even 
or loss for all the denominatione 
;tear periods. 
Baptist 
l,Iethodis t 
Disciples 
Primitive 
Baptist 
Holiness 
Church of 
Christ 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
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Table No.6. 
Over 1'i ve year peri od 
Town 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Village Open 
: Country · · 
· 
· 
· 
· 
OVer ten year period 
Town 
. 
. 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Village · · Open 
: Country 
· 
· :Gain:Loss:Gain:Loss:~ain:Loss:Gain:Loss:Ga1n:Loss:Gain:Loss 
· 
· 52: 142: 68 : 59: 155: 122: 
. 45: 2: 2: .. '11: . :102 . 
· 
. 
7~: 32: ~6a: 5~: :bY' : 24~: 
38: • 6: 
· 
· 
· 68: 63: 
· 
· 
· 
200: :196 
· 
· 
· Presbyterian: 46: 
· 16 
· 
AJ.ventist 5: 
· 
25 
· . . . . 
Evangelical 95 
This taiJle shows the gain or loss for eacn denomination 
in the towns, Villages, and the open country over botn the last 
five anli. ten year periods. 
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Comparison of Town, Village, and Open Country Churohes 
A comparison between the town, village, and open country 
churoh membership in regard to gain and loss is made in table 
number 6. This oomparison is made for both the five and ten 
year periods. Over these two periods both the Baptist and 
Methodist have lost in the towns and the Disoiples membership 
has inoreased. During the past :1'i ve years the Baptist and 
the Disoiples ohurohes have inoreased in numbers in the villages 
but the Methodist Churches have lost two. Over the ten year 
period the latter stood still and the Baptist and Disoiples 
ohurohes guined. In the open oountry, however, all three ·of 
these denominations nave grown in numbers during the ~ast five 
years, but in the last ten years the Methodist has lost but 
the other two have gained. The Primitive Baptist and the 
Holiness denomination~ both of which have all their ohurohes 
1n the open oountry, have had a smal-l inorease in the past fi va 
and ten years. However, it is interesting to note that four 
Of the Primitive Baptist organizations are 1n the small hamlets 
Whioh were mentioned above. Also the information regarding 
this denomination appears to be very aoourate. The other 
denominations whioh have not been spoken of in this paragraph 
are deolining or standing still. The one denomination that is 
standing still is the Catholio Churoh at sturgeon. 
The same faotors that operate on one denomination in town 
to oause its growth or decrease will also operate on the other 
denOminations. The same is true regarding the village and open 
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oountry ohurohes. Hence, when the six town ohurohes are con-
sidered together over the five year period they show a net loss 
of 24. This makes an averaGe loss 0:( :four f'or ~A.ch church. 
The twelve village churohes have inoreased 172 during the same 
period, which is an average of a little over 14 for eaoh organiza-
tion. The 63 religious bodies whioh are in the open oountry 
have gained 319 or an average of six eaoh sinoe 1911. When the 
table 1s worked out i'or the ten year period it is Iound that the 
town churches have a net loss of 69 or an average of almost ten 
eaoh; the village ohurches show a net gain of 166 or an average 
Of almost 13 each; and the open oountry churohes have made' a 
total increase of 218 whioh is an average of a small i"raction 
Over four for each ohurch. Apparently} then, the religious organ-
1zat10ns whioh are looated in the villages are making a greater 
increase in their membership than either those that are located 
in the town or the open oountry. I shall offer only one ex-
Planation for this greater increase in the village churches. 
Only one village has more than two ohurohes. Probably there 
are more persons for each church in eaoh square mile of territory 
tor the village ohurches than for either tne town or open country 
churches. 
Ohuroh Membership and Populetion. 
Table number 3 shows the total membership to be 6,766. 
~he population of the rural portion of the oounty whioh is under 
Consideration was 18,765 in 1910. (The 1910 census report is the 
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best estimate of the population that oan be found.) 
The percentage 01 population that belongs to some religious 
Organizations is 36. This is a little smaller than that for 
the country as a whola, which is 39. 
It is not possible to make a comparison between the 
number who live in town, village, and open country and the 
number who belong to some religious organization, because in 
most oases a small proportion of those who belong to the town 
and village churches live in the open oountry. 
One other element of the population is comparable,however. 
It ' is possible to find the proportion of the boys and girls 
between the ages of twelve and eighteen who belong to some 
church. The Cluesticnnalre R~ked fC'r the nmnher of members who 
are below eighteen years 01 age. It is probable that the 
number who are below twelve is negllgable, that Is, the number 
below this age who are in the ohurch. Yet it is oonsidered 
that the age of twelve and over is a legitimate age for ohuroh 
membership. The answers that were made in the questionnaires 
probably gave a larger number of young people between the ages 
Of twelve and eighteen as belonging to ohuroh than actually do 
belong. There were probably some oounted who are older; it 
is very dif1icult to tell the ages of all tne young people who 
belong to a ohurch. There are many oomparisons that mignt be 
made regarding the young people but only two have been worked 
out. The first oomparison deals with the number of young 
people in the ohurohes in relation to the church membership. 
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This oomparison is shown in taole number 6. This table shows 
that the largest percentage of church membership whioh is made 
up of young people is found in the town churohes. Thus it 
appears that the town ohurches appeal to the young people more 
strongly than do the churohes whioh are in the villages and in 
the open country. One faot that would make the proportion 
appear large is that tne Catholic Church is in town and this 
ohurch counts all the children in a family regardless of their 
ages as being members of the cnurch. The Evangelical Church. 
however, does the same but the Evangelical membership which 
may nave many children would not constitute such a large per-
centage of the total village membership as the percentage of the 
total membership of town ohurches whioh the Catholio onildren 
Would make up. ~'his is true beoause tnere are many more members 
in the village ohurches than in the town. 
Table No.6. 
Percent of 
Boys Girls Total whole membership 
,blor whole 
oounty ~8? 469 856 13 
Town 47 66 103 19 
Village 71 67 128 12 
Open Country 269 ~56 625 12 
This table shows the number OI boys and girls between the 
the ages of twelve and. eighteen who are members OI the ahurches 
in the town, village, and open oountry, and their proportion to 
the whole membership. 
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From table Number 6 it appears that those who beoome mem-
bers of the town ohurches do so earlier in llfe than dO those 
who oeoome members of the village or open oountry ohurches. This 
is probably due to a more effioient Sunday Sohool being oarried 
on in the town ohurohes than in either of the others. 
There is a total of 1051 boys and b79 girls in the oounty 
between the aees of twelve and eighteen.* The peroentage of 
boys in the oounty belonging to ohurch is 44 and the peroentage 
of girls is o~. The total number of young people 01" the last 
mentioned age in the oounty is 1930. Of this number 40 per 
oent are members of some ohuroh. 
If tbere is a small peroentage of young people who are 
members of the ohurohes it is not because they do not attend 
the churoh servioes. b'orty-one or the ohurohes report that the 
old and young people attend the regular ohuroh servioes in a-
bout equal numbers. On the otner hand 22 ohurches clairu that 
they have a larger number of young people at their servioes 
than olQ people, while only eight give the opposite report. 
Distribution of Membership 
The six town ohurohes have a total membership of 602, 
Whioh makes an average or 100 for each ohuroh. The member-
Ship of the twelve village ohurohes totals 1160. 'J:his makes 
an average for these twelve ohurohes of ~o mewbers for eaoh 
churoh. 'l.'he total membership for the 53 ohurches whioh are 
in the open oountry is 5161, whioh is an average of 97 for 
eaoh religious organization. Thus when an average 1s taken it 
·This information seoured from reoords of Count1 Clerk. 
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cannot be said that the village ohurohes are increasing more 
rapidly beoause of a larger membership. 
Change of Membership within the Past Year 
The questionnaire asked ~or the increase and deorease of 
the membership within the paSt year. Thus sinoe the blanks 
were mostly filled out in the summer of 1916 the term "Past 
Year" does not correspond with any oalendar year bnt means 
the year ending in the summer of 1916. Table 7 shows ~he 
ohange of membership that was reported as having taken plaoe 
within the past year. On the whole, seven denominations 
have inoreased in membership and three have stood still. 
The large gain of the Disoiples is due to a few "Protracted 
Meetings". Thus everything was at high tide in the ohuroh 
a~fair8 when the survey was made. Al80 there was no w&1 of 
telling how many of the new members were going to remain 
faithful to the church. 
The figures show a large loss for the Baptist in the town. 
This denomination has only one town ohuroh in the oounty whioh 
1s at Sturgeon. The men who gave ~he report had been instru-
~ntal only a short time before in revising the churoh roll. 
This revision made a deoreaAe in the roll of over fifty. Thu8 
the 108S that came was due to a pruning of the ohuroh roll 
-hioh few ohurohes do. 
It 1s probable that th.showing in table seven would not 
be as good as it is, were it not for the faot that people 
have a tendenoy to minimize the 108ses and to count Tery ac-
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curatly the gains. This is not due ~o ~a consoious attempt 
to vary the facts but in ohuroh affairs the tendency is to 
look only at the big successes. Also)it is very difficult 
to know the number who mar have dropped out of the church on 
their own accord. 
Table seven indicates a total gain for all the denom-
inations of ~12 witnin the past year. However it is note-
worthy that the totals for the town ohurohes show a decrease 
and the totals for both the village and open oountry relig-
ious organizations show an inorease. 
The average gain for each church in the oounty was a 
little over four. The town churches averaged a loss of a 
little less than one each, the village churches made a gain 
of a little OYer four each, and the churohes in the open 
oountry averaged an inorease of five members for each ohurch 
in the past year. 
How Churohes Gain 
The factors that would aot on one denomination in the 
town, Village, or open oountry would aot in the same manner 
On a different denomination if the ohuroh was in the same 
looation. fhe following oomparison is therefore made between 
the three types of churches. ~able 8 shows the total number 
who beoame members of the ohurch or~anisations within the 
past year by the three methods of statement, oonfession, and 
· Denomination; Town 
· 
o 
· 
· 
· o 
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Table No.7. 
Village : Open country 
o OJ 0 ~ ;~ ~ ~ <PO) 0 OJ 0) ~..-4 .G)/D: ..-4 0) o G)..-t 0 0G) CIS ~o CIS 0 ~CIS 
ori £!!~o H: ~ H ~ 
. 0 
Baptist 4:09: :55: 83:34:47: :131: 68: 64: 
Methodist 
DiSoip1es 
Prim1ti ve 
.Baptist 
Churoh 01" 
Christ 
E Vangeli oal 
· 
· : 23: 17: 6: 
· 
· :59:15:44: 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Presbyterian; 
. 
. 
Adventist 
Qatholio 
~otals :b6:91: 
· 
· 
36:2ti: 8: 
10:18: 
5: 2: 3: 
. 
. 
6:134:82:02: 
78: 61: 17: 
8:175: 31:144: 
. 
. 
;;0: 16: 17: 
31: 14: 1'7: 
. . 
. . 
1B: 9: 9: 
He1d:even 
• n 
n n 
:466:199:267: 
: Total :tor the 
different 
. 
o 
. 
o 
denominations 
~ 
«t 
C!J 
31 
180 
17 
17 
312 
0) 
OJ 
o 
H 
This table shows the CIlange in membersnip during the past 
villages, year 
anti 
for tne different denominations in the towns, 
tue open oountry. 
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Table No.8. 
_________________ ~---------------L---------------1----________ £ 
Total '£er ~ent who t Per cent who 'Per oent who' 
Inorease 'came in by • came in by 'came in by 
'statement 'Confesslon 'Letter r 
Town 86 t 10 66 34 
I , 
Vlllage 129 • 9 r 68 
t 
, 
• 
23 
r 
I 
Open Country 465 ' 13 ' 75' 12 ' - ________________ l _______________ ~ _______________ L____ ________ L 
~h1s tableglves the number who have put their mem-
bership with the churches in the past year and the method 
by whlch they eame in the ohurch. 
letter. Also the per~entage of lnorease due to eaoh method 
ls lndicated. There appears from this table to be a gradual 
movement from the open country to the vll1age and town churches. 
The largest peroentage oomlng into the churches by oonfession 
ls in the open country churches and the smallest number ls in 
the towns. Llkewise the largest peroentage entering the ohurch-
es by letter ls in the town churohea. 
Row Churohes Lose 
The 0 anoluslons drawn from the figures in table elght are 
fUrther substantiated by the figures ln table 9. The open 
country ohurches lose the largest number by letter and the 
town churches the smallest number by this method. It is sig-
ni1:'1cant the.t the largest per~en tage of 1088 due to death is 
1n open country churches. The conclus1ons tha~ naj be dre.r.n 
from the statistics relatlng to the number of deaths in the 
open ~ountry and the loss sustained by letters and dismissal 
1n the town seem to be ~ontrad1~tory. 
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Table No. 9. 
-~----------------------------~~~~~-~-~-----~---~------~-----Location Total % due to % due to % due to % due to 
Loss Death Letter Dismissal Dropping out 
Town 91 18 22 60 
Villa.ge 70 30 47 7 16 
Open 
Country 209 33 50 5 12 
-------------------------------------------------------------
This table shows the losses in membership that the 
ohurches sustained in the past year and it also gives the 
methods of the loss. 
The statistios regarding the inorease and deorease due to let-
ter as shown in tables 8 and 9 indicate a movement from the 
Open country church to the town ohurch 9 while the large per-
centage of loss in the open country due to deaths would seem 
to indioate the opposite '. It is probable that the first oon-
clusion is oorrect. The large loss due to dismissal is due 
to an attempt on the part of one ohuroh to revise and oorreot 
its roll. 
It was stated a few pages back that the Methodist 
ohurohes kept the most acourate reoords. This statement is 
fUrther substantiated by the fact that six of the seventeen 
Methodist churohes report losses due to dismissal and four 
give losses as being due to dropping out. In contrast to 
this only three of the Baptist churches report dismissals 
and two report dropping out, and no Disoiples ohuroh re-
ports dismissal and only six report losses due to dropping 
out. 
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Families Represented in the-Churohes 
ihe total number of families represented in the ohurohes 
is 2377. As aoourately as can be ascertained from the United 
States Census the total number of families in the oounty out-
side of Columbia and Centralia is 4574. ~hus 53 per cent of 
the families of the oounty are represented in some ohurch or-
ganization. The following is the number of families as they 
are distributed among the different denominatlons:-
l:Saptist 614 
Methodist 419 
Disoiples 705 
ErimitiT8 Baptist 221 
Holiness 63 
Churoh of Christ 60 
Evangelioal.. 48 
Adventist 4 
Presbyterian 18 
Catholic 15 
Total 2377 
Active and Non-Aotive Members 
An aotive member in the ohuroh ~s one who attends fair-
ly regularly. The terms non-aotive and non-resident are self 
explanatory. Table 10 gives the peroentage of the member-
ship whioh belongs to eaoh of tnose three 01&88es lor the 
Table No. 10. 
:Percentage of :l?ercentage of : ~ercentage 01 
Denomination: active 
mewbership 
:non-active but :non-resiient 
:resident meillbe~ membership 
Baptist 
Methodist 
· 
· 
· 
· 
: 
o 
o 
· 
· 
. 
. 
49: 5b: 
62: 67: 
. 
o 
53: 
. 
o 
53: 
o 
o 
o 
. 
• o 
40: 
ship 
. 
. 
27: 34: 
· 
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o 
· o 
· 
CD 
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• GIS or-i 
oM 
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:1> 
11: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
6: 32: 21: 23 
Disoip1es 49: 72: 59: 58: 35: 26: 26: 27: 16: 2: 16: 15 
Primitive 
Baptist 
Holiness 
Churoh of 
Christ 
· 
· 58: 58: 
72: 72: 
66: 66: 
Evange1iaal :100: 
Presbyterian: 
Adventist 
· 
· Percentage ox the 
total membership: 
in each group 
63: 53: 
:100:100: 
58: 
29: 29: 
· 
· r/: 1'1: 
. 
. 
W: 30: 
44: 44: 
27: 
· 
· 
· 
o 
o 
o 
. 
o 
13: 13 
11: 11 
: 14: 14 
~: 3 
15 
. 
. 
· 
· 
· 
o 
· 
· 
· 
o 
• 
• 
o 
· 
o 
o 
The above table shows the percentage of the church member-
ship that is aative, non-aotive resident, and non-resident 10r 
the different denOminations and lor the whole ohuroh membership. 
town, village, and the open country ~urches. Of the three 
leading denominations, the Baptist, Methodist, and Disciples, 
the Methodist has the largest percentage of aative members. 
The Methodist ohurohes wnioh are in the towns and the open 
oountry have a larger peroentage of aotive members than the 
village ohurohes. With the Disoiples the situation is dLffer-
ent; the highest percentage of active members is in the vil-
lage churches. What is true of the Disciples is also true of 
the Baptist churches but the difference is not so great. 
When all the church organizations are oonsidered to-
gether the open oountry churohes have a higher peroentage of 
active members than either the town or village churches. 
The table shows that only 58 per ~ent of the membership of all 
the churches in the county when considered together is active. 
This means that only 21 per cent of the population of the oounty 
1s carrying on all the religious work. 
There are two olasses of non-active members, the non-
res1dent and the non-active resident. Fifteen per cent of 
~ue total church memoersnip of the county belong to the first 
class and 27 per cent to the second. The largest percentage 
Of non-active resident members is found in the town churches, 
but the smallest percentage of non-active resident members 
18 in the Village churches. 
Summary 
;:G. ... ~ 
There are 71 different religious organizations inA Boone 
Ooanty. ~he denominations represented in these organizations 
are: Baptist. Methodist, Diseiples, Primitive Daptlst, Holi-
ness, Evangelioal, Chureh of Christ, Presbyterian, Adventist. 
and Catholic. The three leading denominations are the Baptist, 
Methodist. and Diselples. Six of the organizations are 10-
eated in the towns, twelve are in the villages and fifty-three 
are in the open oountry. The number of religious bodies is 
inoreasing very slowly. There has been an increase of only 
seven in the last 20 years. 
The Baptist, Disoiples. Primitive Baptist, and Holiness 
Churches are inoreasing in membership and all the others are 
losing or standing still. However. the total ohuroh member-
ship of the oounty has inoreased a little over seven and one 
half per eent in the last ten years. 
In the last five years the total membership of the town 
ohurehes has deereased while the ohurehes in the village and 
in the open oountry have inoreased. those in the villages 
having made the greatest gains. 
/Thirty-six per cent of the population is represented in 
some ohureh organization./ Thirteen per cent of the ohuroh 
memllership is made up of boys and girls between the ages o~ 
twelve and eighteen. The highest peroentage of young people 
is found in the town ohurohes./ 
The size of the ohurohes in regard to membership is 
about the same for the churohes in the town, Tillage, and the 
open oountry. 
Praotioally all of "the Ohurohes snow a gain in their mem-
bership within the past year. ~he increase was made primarily 
by oonfession. however, the highest percentage entering the 
churches oy letter is in the town ohurches. Aooording to the 
reports the two primary ways in whioh the churches sustain 
losses are by letter and by death. The ohurches that lose the 
largest number by letter are ~nose in the open country. 
~'i1ty-eighl; per oent 01 'iine memoership 01 all tt ... e churches 
in the oounty are aotive, twenty-seven per oent non-aotive,res-
ident, and 1'ifteen per oent are non-resident. 
CHAPTER II. 
DECLINING AND GROWING CHURCHES 
The looation and the number 0:1" churohes were indioated in 
the preoeding ohapter. Also the different phases in regard to 
the membership of the different denominations wel'e discussed. 
This ohapter considers tIle church organizations that are grow-
ing. those that are standing still, and those that are losing, 
Over both ~he five and ten ~ear periOds. Also the number of 
ohurches that are gaining or losing more than ten members in 
both the past five and ten years will be indioated. 
Churches that have Gained or Lost in the Last Five Years 
The particular ohurches that have gained, lost, and stood 
still in the past five years are shown on map number three, and 
the number of each is shown in table ' eleven. Both the map and 
the table show that the Baptist has thirteen on~rches gaining, 
one standing still. and nine losing over the past 1ive years. 
The reports from the Methodist ohurches show that this denomina-
tion has :tour organizations gaining, three standing still, and 
ten losing. With the Disoiples six organizations are gaining, 
five are standing still,and three are losing. One of the 
Disoiples ohurches is not oonsidered in this study, Since it 
was not reorganized until 1~14. Of the six Primitive Baptist 
Churohes an equal number, two, are gaining, standing still, and 
losing. Three of the Holiness Churohes have been in existance 
for the past five years. Two of these ohurohes have gained and 
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Table No. 11. 
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This table shows 
eaoh denomination 
town, village, or 
the 
that 
open 
number OI ohuroh organizations 
have gained, lost, and stood still 
oountry in the past five years. 
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one lost in membel~ship in -(ihe past fi ve years. One 01 the 
organizations 01 the Churoh of Christ is lOSing and the other 
is gaining; the Presbyterian and Adventist churahes are de-
oreasing in membership; and the Catholio and Evangelioal 
ohurohes are standing still. The last four denominations 
mentloned have only one organizatlon eaoh in the oounty. 
It is interesting to note that Of the sixty-nine ohurches 
oonsiael'ed in table number eleven, 28 are gaining, 28 losing. 
and 14 standlng stl11. Reduolng this result to peroentages 
almost 41 peroent Of the ohurches are gaining, the same per-
oentage 10slng, and a little over 18 peroen~ standing still. 
This result Is shown in table number 12. Thus in the last 
Table llo. 12. 
· 
· Gaining Standing Losing 
Stl11 
· 
· 
· 
· 
• 
· 
· 
• 
41 
· 
18 
· 
41 
· · 
This table shows approxl~ately the per-
centage 01 the ohurohes that are galnlng, lOSing, 
and standlng stl11 •. 
five years a little less than 41 peroent. o~ the ohurches in 
the oounty have gained, and the remainder. a 11ttle less than 
Sixty per oent. ,nave stood still or deolined. 
The next oonslderatlon deals with the town ohurohes alone. 
There are slx town churohes in the two towns. Sturgeon and 
Rooheport. and of these slx two are grOWing, two have only held 
even. and two have deoreased in membership. This result 1s 
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reduoed to percentages in table number 13. 
Growing 
33 1/3 
Table No. 13. 
standing Still 
33 1/3 . . 
Losing 
33 1/3 
This table shows the peroentage OL town 
ohurches that are growing, 10Sing,and standir~ still. 
In the oase oj:· the village churches, seven are growing, two 
standing still, and three losing. 
faots in peroentages. 
Table number 14 shows these 
Growing 
58 
Table No. 14. 
Standing Still : 
17 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Losing 
25 
This table gives the percentage of churohes 
in the Villages that are growing, standing still, 
and losing. 
The open country ohurches do not make as good a showing 
as do ~he village. In the open country there are 19 growing, 
9 standing stlll, and 23 losing. Table number 16 gives the 
approximate peroentages belonging to eaoh olass. 
GrOWing 
37 
Table No. 15. 
Standing Still: 
17 · · 
· 
· 
Losing 
26 
Tnis table shows ~he peroentage of open 
oountry churches that are growing, standing still, 
and losirut'. 
From these last three tables it oan be noted that the 
highest peroentage 01 ohurches t.hat are gaining are found. in 
the villages. Thus, the conolusion whioh was made in the pre-
'Vious ohapter that the Village ohurohes are doing the best work 
18 corroborated here. 
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Table No. 16. 
. : 
Denomination; Gaining :Standing Still Losing 
. 
. 
. 
· . 
· 
· 
· Baptist . 4 10 : 14: 0 1 1 6 . B . . 
· 
· Methodist 1 1 6: 7: 1 1 1 2 6 ~ 
DisOiples 2 . 1 2: 6: 3 ~ 1 3 
" 
Primitive 
Baptist 2: 2: 1 1 3 3 
Holiness 1: 1: 1 .1 1 1 
ChurOh of 
Christ 1: 1: 1 1 
Evangelioal 1 1 
. 
l'resb.Yterian; 1 1 
Adventist 1 1 
Catholio 1 1 
. , 
, 
Totals 3 6 21: 30: 1 0 
. 
0 7 2 6 :21 :26 
This taille shows the number 01 ohurohes in each denomina_ 
tion in the towns, villages, and the open oountr,y that are 
grOWing, lOSing, or standing still. in the last ten years. 
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Churohes that Have Gaine~. Lost, or Stood Still in the Past Ten 
Years. 
The partioular churohes ~hat have gained, lost, or stood 
atill in the past ten years is s.uown in Cllap number 3, alld the 
number OI ohurches belonging to eaoh oategory is given in table 
number 16. There are only one or two things to note in regard 
to the churches 01:' the di.t:teren t denominations. The Methodist 
denomination has only seven churohes that have gained, while 
eight .have lost. The Baptist people have tne same number that 
have lost, but the percentage OI the Baptist churches which have 
lost would not be as great as the peroentage of the Methodist 
Church sinoe the Methodist laok six of being as many ohuroh 
organizations in the oounty as the Baptist. 
It will be noted that not as many ohurohes are taKen into 
conSideration in table 16 as in table 16. ThiS is beoause the 
ohurohes tna~ have been organized and reorganized within the last 
ten years are le~t out OI this particular oonsideration. 
Taking the total number o~ churohes together the number 
grOWing, lOSing, anu standing still varies only slightly from 
the number in eaoh oategory in the f1ve year period. In the 
period from 1906 to 1916, 30 ohurohes have gained, 7 stood still, 
and 2ij lost. These faots are given approximately in peroentages 
1n table number 17. 
Growing 
46 
Table lio. 17. 
· 
· 
Standing St1l1 : LOSing 
11 · · 
· 
· 
· . 
· . 
43 
ThiS table snows the peroentage of 
churohes 1n the oounty that are gaining, lOSing, 
and stand1ng still. 
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In the past ten years three o~ the town ohurohes have 
gained, two deoreased in membership, and one stood still. 
In the case of the village ohurohes, six have made an increase 
in their membership and five have deoreased. None of the village 
churohes has stood still in the past ten years. Thus, as is 
shown in table number 18, 54 per cent. of the villagOe ohurohes 
have grown and 46 per oent. have declined from 1906 to 1916. 
Table No. 18. 
__ ~G~r~o~w~i~n~g~ ____________ ~ ________ ~D~e~o~l~ini~ ___ 
54 
. 
. 
48 
Thls table shows the peroentage of churohes 
ln the villages that are growing and deolining as 
ls indicated by the growth and deollne in the last 
ten ~ears. 
Wltn the open countr,y OllUl'OneS, 21 are growing, the same 
number losing, and six are standing still. These faots are 
shown ln peroentages in table number 19. 
Table No. 19. 
Growlng 
· 
Standing Still Deolining 
· 
· 
· 44 12 
· 
44 
· 
· 
· 0 
· · ThiS taDle gives the peroentage 01 the 
open country ohurches that have grown, stood still, 
and deollned ln the past ten years. 
Churches that have Gained or Lost more than ten in the Past 
Ten Years. 
Any churoh whloh has not gained or lost more than ten members 
in ten years ls practioally s~anding stlll. ~ikewise, lf a charch 
galns or loses more than ten ln ~en years it can be said to show 
eigns of growth or of decline. Table number 20 shows the number 
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of churches growing, declining, and standing still when considered 
from the above mentioned point of view. Looked at on this basis 
25 are gaining, 20 standing still and 20 losing. As 1s shown in 
Table llo. 21. 
~---------------------~---------------------------------------~ 
Ga1ning Standing still 
31 
Losing 
31 
----------------------------------------------------------~----This table shows the peroentage of ohurches in the 
county that have gained. lost, and stood still in the past 
ten years when it is considered that a ohuroh not gaining 
or losing more than ten is stand ing still. 
table number 21 only ~8 per cent of the churches of the oounty 
are gaining while the other 62 per cent are merely holding their 
Own or declining. l!'rom this and the two preoeding analyses it 
must be conoluded that there is something wrong w1th the rural 
churches. Also in view of the fact that 38 per cent are gain-
ing there must be some solution for the rural church problem. 
In two later chapters typical examples of sucoessful and un-
sucoessful ohurohes are discussed to try to determine what fac-
tors are operating to oause the suocess or deoline of "the rural 
churches. I shall only say in oonclusion \hat many of the rur-
al ohurohes are failing to funotion and in sO doing they are 
beooming more of an end in themselves than a means to an end. 
and when a churoh becomes an .n4 initeelf itdeolines. 
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Summary 
In the past Iive years 41 per oent of ~he ohurohes in 
this eounty have gained, the same number have deoreased in 
membership, and 1ti per oent have s~ood s~i11. The highest 
pereentage of growing ohurohes is found in the villages. 
From 1906 to 1~16. 46 per cent of the oh~rohes grew, 11 
per cen~ stood s~ill, and 43 per oent deoreased in their mem-
bership. The same i8 true for this period that was true for 
the past five years: & larger pereentage of the village ohurohes 
are growing th&l ei~her those in towns or ~he open oountr,y. 
Only ~8 per cent of the ohurohes of the oounty have in-
ereased their membership more than ten in the past ten years. 
On the other hand Zl ~er cent have lost more than ten, while 
31 per oent have neither gained nor lost more than ten in the 
last ten years. 
CHAPTER III. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The SUnday Sohool has come to play a prominent part in 
the life of most ohurohes. It is generally oonsidered that 
the Sunday Sohool is a feeder for the ohuroh membership. How-
ever, this assumption will be left undisoussed until a oloser 
study of the Sunday Sohools is made. 
Table No. 22 
Denomination: Town : Village : Open Country 
Baptist 
Methodist 
Disoiples 
Primitive 
Baptist 
:l,ot: • Not : 
: Hav-: Hav-: Hav-' Hav-' 
• Ing ~ 1ng ~ 1ng : iug ~ 
· .. . 
· 
· 
· 
· : 1 
· 
· 
· 
· 
2 
2 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· · 
· 
· 
6-
2 
1 
· 
· 
· 
· 
1 
1 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· . 
· . 
· 
· 
Not 
Hav-:Having 
ing • 
• 
· 
12 
8 
9 
3 
· 
· 
4 
4 
2 
: 6 
1 Holiness 
Churoh of 
Christ : 2 
. . . 
· . Evangelioal 1 
· 
· Presbyterian: 
Adventist · · 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Catholio: 1 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
1 
1 
. 
. 
Totals : 5 : 1 : 10 : 2 : 36 : 17 
This table shows the number of ohurohes for the 
different denominations in the towns, villages, and open 
oountry that have and do not have Sun~ay Sohools. 
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Table number 22 shows the number of churches having and 
not having Sunday Schools established as a part of the regular 
church work. All the town churches with the exoeption of 
the Catholic carryon some form of Sunday School work. Two 
of the village churches out of the twelve have no Sunday 
Schools. -The same is true of seventeen out of the fifty-
three church organizations in the open oountry. Thus a 
little over sixteen per cent. of the village churohes and a 
little over thirty-two per cent. of the open country ohurches 
have no Sunday Schools run in connection with their regular 
church work. The churches which have no Sunday Sohools are 
shown on map number 4. Taking all the churohes in the county 
together. there are 61 reli~iou8 organizations out of the 71 
in the county that are oarrying on Sunday School work. Thus 
a little over 71 peroent. of the ohurohes of the county have 
Sunday Schools. 
Part of the ohurches that were said to have Sunday Schools 
in the above figures do not have sohools of their own but are 
carrying on this form of work in conneotion with some other 
Church. Thus there are five union Sund~ Sohools in the 
oounty. 
The Primitive Baptist . Church and the Sunday School 
It should be noted that one of the denominations of tte 
county. the Primitive Baptist, has no Sunday School being 
carried on by any of its six churoh organizations. Does this 
denOmination reaoh the yeung people without the Sunday Sohool~ 
i8 a question which mey readily be asked. No. There are 
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only fourteen members below the age of eighteen in all the 
Primitive Baptist Churohes of the county. Thus only a little 
over two per oent. of the membership of the Primitive Baptist 
Churohes of the oounty are composed of young people unJer 
eighteen years of age. Taking all the rural churches together 
the young people of this age make up twelve per oent. of the 
total membership. Henoe the Sunday School must be a feeder 
for the church membership. However. further discussion of 
this point is left for later pages of this study. 
Churches which Have Sunday Sohool only Part of the Year. 
The last table shows the number of churches that are 
represented in Sunday School work but it gives no indioation 
of the number of ohurohes that oarry on their work only part 
of the year. There are six ohurohes that work in this 
manner. These six ohurches have Sunday Sohool on an average 
of 7 W3 months out of eaoh year. 
dioated on map number 4. 
These ohurohes are in-
Attendanoe of Churoh Members at Sunday Sohools.* 
Table number 23 deals with the ohuroh membership which 
a.ttends Sunda...v Sohools. in relation to the total [Ijelubership of 
each denomination and the total ohurch membership 01:' the 
oounty. Thus, lor example. tr.:.e Disoiples have only two vl1-
lage ohurohes. but only one of these ohurches have a Sunday 
School; but in making the estimate OJ: the percentage 01 churoh 
'" For an example of tIl.e number 0 1 ohurch members WIlO attend 
Sundai School see illustratlon between pages 4~ and 49. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
.' • I 
• 
• 
• 
. ~ 
• 
• ~ J • I • • 
• 
• 
a reducea cop~ of h~ ua~ 01 the ~r1ppir. lOis map is 
Corr.rr.uni ty Y.hich 
,-,prings enurcn . 
ias drawn by .iss ~race ~oslin of the Lrippin 
tXt-LA lC~ 
r inoicat es toe church . 
• 
• inOicates toe ia i ies represented in the church e 0 1 tl~ nd 
are represented in the unaa~ ~chool . 
• lndicates tee families who are represented in the c urcn 0 r hi 
but are not represented in the ~und8y cooci . 
-49-
members in the village ohurohes of the Disoiples who attend 
Sunday School I used the total membership of both tbese ohurch-
es. The same method was xollowed in working out the peroent-
ages i"or the other denominations. 
Turning then to a oloser study ox table numberr 23, it is 
found that the village ohurohes have, witn one exoeption--the 
Disoiples,-the largest peroen'tage of ohuroh members who attend 
Sunday Sohool. The faot that tile Disoiples have a low per-
oentage of ohuroh members in the villages who attend Sunday 
Sohool is due to thiS denomination's having only two ohurohes 
in the villages and one of these. whioh is in Ashland, has no 
Sunday Sohool and is deolining very rapidly. 
Table No. 23. 
•• • • r-f 
• ....... .·.M 'as : ~as : 'd as od: +:t : CD 
0CD.+:t .s::t o~ s::t.o 0 .,.q PI 
:~ :.E :~ :. E :. ~ -S • ~ ~ 
-as -.p +=» t-:~ p :~ a; 
: :ct-t Pl:1IS :+-1 PI: lIS ~:o~:,.. : 0 ,.. 
DenOmination:,g : 0 ~ :0 ~: 0 :a: 0 ~: CD ~ ~ : Q) Q) 
• • • Q) al .,.q as • CD CD· ~ 00 bO co 9 'g • ~ ~ 
• s::t. bO'" •• r-t • bO ,... ~ o· as J..t ~ CD • as Q) 
:f ~::l~ :,.. r-t:aS Q): :~ CD ... p:~ s 
: Q) +:t: s::t s : CD ~ : ~ ~: ~ ~: ~ ~ .: r-t ~ : ~ 
• ..0 .CD CD • .o .Q) Q).,o9 a.. 0 CD QS .0 
°9s::t·oS·S s::t'o So OOJ..tS'~ 0,.. 
:Q)~:J..t .~ ~:,.. : ~ :CD 00 :Q) 
• ~ • Q) :~ '. -? • ~ s::t. /lot : Ei • /lot 
• • Pi. ~. =1. . • 
Baptist 25: 24 : : 166: 29 : 262: 14 : 442: 17 
Methodist 27: 18: 62: 2~ : 221: 27 : 300: 26 
Disoiples 70: 28 35: 22 270: 19 376 20 
Holiness :: : 74: 61: 74: 61 
Churoh of Christ: 129: 63 129 : : 63 
Evangelioal : 11: 8: : 
AdVentist : 12: 80 12: 80 
Preebyterian:: :: 40: 80: 4O! 80 
Totals :128: 26 : 253: 24 :1008: 22 :1383: 20--------
This table shows the number of ohuroh members in the 
different denominations in the town, village, and open oountry 
ohurohes and the peroentage of the total memberShip in these 
respeotive ohurohes whioh these numbers represent. 
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The denominations that have a small number of organizations 
show a high percentage of the1r members who attend the Sunday 
School. Thus i~ appears that the fewer the organizations the 
luore compact they are li~e1y to be. However, this does not 
hold true with the Evangelicals who have only a little over 
e1ght per cent. of their members who attend Sunday Schoo~ On 
the other hand, 80 per cent. of the membership of the Adventist 
and Presbyterian ohurches, and 63 per oent. of the membership 
of the Church of Christ attend Sunday School. However. the 
Church Sohool· of the Adventists meets on Saturday. Of the 
three leading denominations, the Methodist has the largest 
peroentage of members who attend Sunday Sohool. When the town. 
Village. and open oountry ohuroh sohools are summarized it is 
found tnat the town ohurches have a slightly higher percentage 
of their members in the Churoh Sohools than either the village 
or open oountry ohurohes. However, the peroentage o~ differenoe 
between the town and village ohurohes is less than one per oent. 
The peroentage of the total ohuroh membership of the oounty 
that attend Sunday School is very small - a little less than 
twenty per oent. 
The next oonsideration deals with the peroentage 01 ohu~ch 
members who attend Sunday Sohools only in the churohes which 
are doing Sunday Sohool work. 
• The terms, Church Sohool and Sunday School. are used il1ter-
changeably. 
Baptist 
Method1st 
Disoiples 
Holiness 
Churoh of 
Christ 
Evangelioal 
: 24 
18 
28 
. 
. 
Presbyter1an: 
Adventist 
For all 24 
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Table No. 
. 
. 
· 
· 
· 
· 
29 
27 
36 
8 
25 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
24 • 
17 
36 
24 
78 
80 
80 
2'1 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
21 
31 
26 
'18 
63 
8 
60 
80 
26 
This table gives the peroentage of ohuroh 
members,in the ohurohes that have Sunday Sohools,who 
attend the sohools. 
Table number 24 gIves the peroentage 01 oimroh members wno 
attend Sunday Sohools in the ohurohes that are doing this .Kiud 
of work. The churohes that have only one or two denominatIons 
in the oounty have a high peroentage, the same as they did in 
the study whioh was tabulated in table number 23. With the 
three lead1ng denominat~ons. the Baptist, MethOdist, and 
Diso1ples. the Methodist has the highest peroentage 01" members 
Who at~end the Church Sohools in the open oountry ohurohws, 
that is, in the ohurohes whioh have sohools. On the other hand, 
the Disoinles of thA town ohurohes have a h1gher percentage 
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than either of the other two denominations. In the town 
churches Which have Sunday Sohools, 24 per cent. 01 the total 
membership attend the church sohools. With all the village 
churches of all denominations oonsidered together whioh have 
t~e Sunday Sohools, 25 per oent. of the total membership attend 
these sohools. With the 36 open country ohurohes that nave 
Sunday Sohools established in oonneotion with their regular 
ohuroh work 27 per oent. of the total membership "attend the 
Churoh Sohools. With all the ohurohes in the oount~ that have 
Church Sohoo1s, 26 per cent. of the total membership attend 
the sohools. Thus it appears that the peorle in the open 
country ohurohes in Whioh' Sunda.y SOhools are run a.re more 
~aithIul to the ohuroh sohoel work than are the people in 
either the town or village ohurches. 
NUmber of Young People who Attend the Sunday Sohools. 
The Sunday Sohools of the oounty have ~21 young people 
between the ages 01 twelve and eighteen years enrolled. ~ere 
are 2.259 young people 01 this age in the oounty.* Thus. 
36 per oent. of the young people between the ages 01 twelve 
and eighteen years are enrolled in the Sunday Sohools of the 
oounty. It is interesting to note that this is the same 
peroentage as the peroentage of the population 01:" the oounty 
belonging to sowe ohuroh. 
Itt This information was gathered from the reoords oi the 
publio sohools wllich are kept b~ the County Clerk. 
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Children under ten years of age who are in Sunday Sohool. 
The total nUUlber of ohildren under ten 'years 01 age who 
are enrolled in the Sunday Sohools of tne county is 608. The 
total number of ahil(l.ren in the aounty who are under ten years 
of age but yet of school age is 1,462.* Thus, almost 42 per 
cent. of the ohildren of the county under ten years of" age 
are enrolled in the Sunday Sohools. There may be a :tew who 
are enrolled in the Sunday Schools who are not of public 
Bohool age but this number is very small. Henoe, it seemed 
legitimate to make the comparison in this way. regarding 
the percentage of children in the oounty who are enrolled 
in the Sunday Sohools and the number in the oounty under 
ten years Of age. From this oomparison it appears that the 
Sunday SohoQls are unable to hold the boys and girls after 
they reach the age of adolesoenoe as well as they hold the 
ohildren before they reaah that age. 
The above disoussion, which has ocoupied the first part 
Of this ohapter, has dealt with all the Sunda~ Schools as 
a composite whole. The remainder ot the ohapter is divided 
1nto two parts. The first part 01 the remainder is a dis-
cussion OI the union Sunday Sohools and the second part 
deals with only the Sunday Sohools that are managed by parti-
cular denominations. 
* This information was gathered from the reoords 01 the publio 
schools whiCh are kept by the County Clerk. 
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The Union Sunday Sohools 
It was men~ioned above that there were five union Sunday 
Sohools in the oounty. All of these sohools are in the open 
oountry ohurohes. They are made up of five different denom-
inations. One of these Sund8¥ Sohools is oomposed of Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and Disoiples; one of Baptists, Presbyterians, 
and Methodists; two of Baptists and Disoiples; and one of 
Methodists and Holiness. The Sohool in which ~he Baptists, 
Presbyteri~8, and Disoiples oo-operate meets on di1ierent 
Sundays in the ohuroh buildings of the different denominations. 
The three ohuroh buildings are near each other, and on the 
Sunday when there is preaohing at one 01' these ohurohes the 
Sunday Sohool is held at that partioular ohuroh building. 
Thus one of the union Sunday Sohools is moveable. The other 
four, however, are eaoh held at a partioular ohuroh. The 
looation 01 the union Sunday Sohools is shown on map number 4. 
Three of these four sohools are held in union ohuroh build-
ings and the other one is held at a uisoiples Churoh. 
Three of these five union sohools are open only nine 
months and the other two are open the entire ;,year. 
Enrollment and Attendanoe 
The total enrollment of these five union Sunday Sohools 
is 310. This is an average of 62 persons enrolled for eaoh 
sohool. The average attendanoe is 60 per oent. of the enroll-
ment. Thus on an average there are 40 persons in each one 
of these Sunday Sohools on eaoh Sunday. 
Of the total enrollment, 205 or a little more than 66 per 
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cent. of the enrollment are ohuroh members. 
The total number oX young people between the ages of 
twelve and eighteen enrolled in the union Sund~ Sohools is 
116. Of tnis 116, 69 are boys and 66 are girls. These 116 
young people oonstitute a lit~le more than 37 per oent. of 
the total enrollment. These union Sunday Sohools have also 
55 ohildren enrolled under ten years 01 age. Of these 05. 
25 are boys and 22 are girls. The number 01 ohildren in these 
union sohools under ten years 01 age make up & little more 
than 15 per cent. of the total enrollment. 
Teachers in the Union ,Sunday Sohools 
The Xive union Sunday Schools have a total 01 25 teaohers. 
Not one Of these teaohers has had any Biblical training and 
only one has had any pedagogical training. Also there are 
no Teaohers' Training Classes being oonducted in any o~ the 
schools in order to train the teaohers. 
Literature Used 
Four 01 these schools have the nniform les~ons. Une of 
the sohools has graded literature. There is very little 
union literature published. Therefore, it is dli1icult to 
get literature fOr union Sund8¥ Sohools that is well graded. 
Equipment 
Only one 01 the ohuroh buildings in whioh the union 
Sunday Sohools meet has more than one room for olass work. 
Wi th all the other four sohools the olasaes are all toroed to 
meet in one room. The school whioh has more than one room 
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is at the Eerche Churoh whioh is a union ohurch and was 
built in 1916. 
Not one 01 these schools has acoess to adjustable seats 
or to seats of dif1erent sizes ~or the children. Also. not 
one o~ the Union Sunday Schools has any library or maps, and 
only one has any blaokboard and this blaokboard is not used 
in the class work. 
Sooials 
The part 01' the questionnaire which asked for informati on 
regarding the socials asked for the "number during the year." 
Hence,) the answers that were gi ven indioate the nwuber 01 socials 
or picnios that are held alillually. All the Uni on Sunday 
Sohools excepting one had some 10rm of sooial "during the year." 
In two of these sohools the separa~e olasses had so01als, and 
in the other two whioh are unaooounted for in this respeot had 
a sooial for the whole sOhool. une 01' these sooials Whioh 
was held for the whole sohoo1 was an ioe oream supper the ' 
pUrpose o~ which was to raise money. The questionnaire does 
not state just wilat the money was to be used i"or. 
All the reports olaim tnat these sooials are helpful in 
neighborliness, and inoreasing the Sunday Sohool attendanoe. 
However, none of the reports indioate that these sooials had 
a~ influenoe on the oommunit~ morals. 
Finanoes 
The total amount of money raised by these union Sunday 
Soho01s annually is ~205. Thus eaoh sohool raises on an 
average 01' ~4l for eaoh year. The largest oontribution made 
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by anyone of these schools in a year was ~60, andi..i.Le small-
est bJ either was ~25. For each person enrolled in these 
union Sunday Sohools 66 cents is given annually. 'llhe method 
used in raising money in all the schools is to take a oolleo-
tlon in eaoh olass every Sunday. However, the sohool that 
had the ice cream supper used the money obtained from it in 
connection with the school, but just how was not stated. 
The Denominational Sunday Sohools 
The total number of Sunday Sohools, each 01 Which is 
purely denominational, in the oounty is 44. The number 
of sohools which each denomination has is as follows: 
Baptist 17 
Uethodist 11 
Disoiples 10 
Holiness 2 
Churoh of Christ 2 
Evangelical 1 
Adventist 1 
It was stated above that all the union Sunday Sohools 
are in the open oountry. henoe tne number of denominational 
Sunday Sohools tnat are in the town and village ohurolles is 
shown in table number 22. 
Enrollment and Attendanoe 
In oons1dering tne relation of enrollment and peroentage 
of enrollment found in average attendance there are several 
Interestin~ pOints to be noted. Table number 25 shows that 
the peroentage of enrollment in average attendanoe in the three 
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leading denominations is the smallest in the town ohurches 
exoepting With the Disoiples. With the Disoiples the per-
centage of' enrollment in average attendanoe is lower in the 
village Sunday Sohool. However no general oonolusion oan be 
drawn from this sinoe the Disoiples have only two ohurohes 
looated in villages and only one o~ these has a Sund~ Sohool. 
The Methodist Sund~ Sohools wIlioh are in the villages have a 
higher peroentage o~ their enrollment in average attendanoe 
than ei~her the town or open oountry Methodist Sund~ Sohools. 
All the ~aots of this paragraph are SHown in table number 25. 
Baptist 
l!ethodist 
DIsoIples 
Holiness 
Churoh Of 
t:ilrist 
Evangelioal 
Adven~ist 
Totals 
· . 
· . 
Table No. 25. 
. 
. 
~2: 49 : 351 : 68 
· • 
96 
:220 
· 
· . 
. . 
68 
66 
126 : 84 
100 45 
76 64 
· . 
· . 
: 530: 69 
· 
· 428: '17 
· 
· 316: 05 
60: 75 
· . 
· . 175: 67 
· 
· 
· 
· : 973: 66 
• 
• 
• 
· 648: 77 
636: b8 
· 
· 60: 75 
· 
· 175: 67 
· 
· 
'/5: 64 
: 20 : 76 . 20· '1 5 
:407: bb : 061 : 67 :152b~ 6ti ;2586; 66 
ination 
danoe. 
Sohools 
oentage 
This table giTes the to~al. enrollmen~ ~or eaoh denom-
and the peroentage 01 the enrollment in average at~en ... 
It also gives ~.Lle total enrollment for the Sund~ 
in the town, villages. and open oountry snd. tile per-
of tilis enrollment 1n average attendanoe. 
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Table number 25 shows that the total enrollment for all 
the denominational Sunday Sohools of" the oounty is 2,586. 
VI this nUillber. 66 per cent. are in average attendance each 
Sunday. When the town. village and open country Sunday Sohools 
are studied together it is ~oun(l that the peroentage 01 at lien-
dance rises gradually from the town to the open country schools. 
The town sohools have 5H per cent. of their enrollment in aver-
age atliendance, the village schools 67. and the open oountry 
sohools have 68. Thus the people who are enrolled in the 
Sunday Schools 01" the open oountry are more faithful in atten-
danoe than those who are enrolled in the Village and town 
schools. 
Size of the Denominational Sund~ Sohools 
The town ohurcheshave a larger enrollment in their Sunday 
Sohools ~han either the Village or open country ohurches. The 
five town ohurohes have a tot;al enrol.lment of 497, which is an 
average o~ a little over 81 eaoh. The ten village churches 
whioh have Sunday Sohools have a total enrollment in their 
sohools of 651. This maKes an average of a little over 65 for 
each sohool. The Sunday Sohools which are in the open oountry 
churohes have 1,028 in their total enrollment, whioh makes all 
average 01: 42 4/9 i"or eaoh sohool. The average in attendance 
for the town, village. and open oountry sohool does not differ 
as greatly as does the average enrollment. The Sunday Sohools 
whioh are in the town ohurohes have 47 eaoh in average atten-
dance every Sund~ while the Sunday Sohools in the villages 
have 43 J/2 each and those in the open oountry ohurches aver-
age 28 17/18 eaoh. Henoe lihe Sunday Sohools 01 the open 
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countr.y churches are not as large as those in the towns and 
vil.lages but the Sunday Schools of the open oountry are better 
attended by those who are enrolled. Just here it is interest-
ing to make a comparison between tne denominational Sunday 
Sohools which are in the open oountry ohur~hes and the union 
sohools. The union sohools nave an average enrOllment 01" 60 
eaoh. while the average enrollment for the open oountry sohools 
wnioh are oonducted by a Single denomination is 42 ~9 each. 
Also. the union sohools have an average 01" 40 in attendanoe. 
Which is higher than the avel'age attendance for the denomina-
tional SChools of the open oountry. ~llUS it appears that the 
union Sund~ Sohools reaoh more people to the school than dO 
those which are denominational. fhere is no way to determine 
whetner or not tnese schools reach a larger percentage of the 
. population in their COllluluni ties than the denominati onal schools 
do. 
~oung .l?eople in the Denominational Sunday Schools. 
Table number 26 shows tile number of young people between 
the ages of twelve and eighteen who are enrolled in the denom-
1national Sund8¥ Schools. On the whole. the Daptists have 
the largest percentage of their Sunday School enrollment made 
u.p of young people, of this age. there being 32 per cent. Of their 
enrOllment made up o~ Joung people. This i8 due to the faot 
that tne Baptists have more village ohurohes than any otner 
denomlnation, as table number 26 shows that the young people 
~e up the largest peroentage of ellIollmant in the village 
ohurohes. It is needless to point out any more differenoes 
between the sohools of the different denominations. It is 
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more instructive to contrast the Sund~ Schools of the town, 
village, and open country churches with reference to the young 
people enrolled. The pupils between the ages of twelve and 
eighteen constitute 27 per oent. of the enrollment of the sohools 
in the towns, 33 per oent. of the enrollment in the village 
sohools. and 27 per cent. of the enrollment in the Sunday Sohools 
of the open country ohurches. Taking all the sohools together. 
27 per cent. of the total enrollment for all the sohools in the 
county are oomposed of pupils between the above ages. 
· 
· Denomination: Town 
-
Table No. 26. 
: :2l2.!!'! 
:Village :Countrz 
· . . . • 
· 
· 
· 
· . . . 
. 
. 
Total 
Baptist : 22: 24:119: 34:171: 32 312: 32 
Methodist 
Disoiples 
Holiness 
Churoh of 
Christ 
· . . . . . 
· . . . . . 
: 26: 27: 50: 40:116: 26 194 
· . . . 
· . . . 
60: 27: 20: 2Q: 94: 30 : 164 : 
· 
· 
• 
• 
• 
· 
· • 16: .27 
· . 
· . 
. . 
. . 
20: 11 
16 
. 
. 
Evangelioal : : 24: 32: 
20 
24 
Adventist 
Total 
. . 
· . 
· . . . 
;106; 27;213; 
· 
· 0: : 0 
~3:418: 27 :705 
30 
36 
27 
11 
32 
27 
This table gives the number ot young people between the 
ages o~ twelve and eighteen who are enrolled in the denomina-
tlonal Sunday Sohools, and the peroentage ot the total enroll-
ment whioh the number enrolled oonstitutes. 
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Children under ten Years of Age in the Sund8¥ Sohools 
Table number 27 shows the number of ohildren under ten 
years of age who are enrolled in the denominational Sunday Sohools 
of all the denominations of the oounty. and it also gives the 
peroentage 0:[" the total Sunday Sohool enrollment whioh' these 
ohildren oonstitute. There is very little to be done by way 
of drawing oonolusions when the sohools Cf the different de-
nominations are oomnared. Henoe. it is only neoessary to note 
that when ~he totals are considered the town sohools have 16 per 
oent •• the village schools have 2~ per oent., and the open 
oountry sohools have 21 per cent. of their enrollment made up 
of this olass of ohildren. Thus,aooording to this table. 
the Sunday Sohools which are in the village ohurohes are dOing 
more with the ohildren under ten years of age. At least the 
Sunday Sohools of the villages have the largest peroentage of 
their enrollment oomposed of ohildren less than ten years old. 
It may be noted that the total number o:t ohildren of this 
age who are enrolled in the Sunday Sohools is 083. Of the 583, 
281 are boys and 302 are girls. Thus it seems that the Sunday 
Sohool appeals to the girls more than it does to the bOys. It 
1s interesting when tables 26 and 27 are oompared to note that 
there are more young people between the a$es 01 twelve and eigh-
teen years who a re enrolled in the denominational Sunday Sohools 
ttan there are ohildren below ten yeal'S 0:1 age. Thus it appears 
that ohilaren go to the Sunday Sohool beoause the parente send 
them when they are under ten years o~ age and go by 10roe of 
habit when they have reaohed the age of adolesoenoe. 
· 
· Denomination: Town 
-
· . 
· . 
· 
· 
: k 
CD 
.0 
8 
: ~ 
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Table No. 27. · 
Village 
. 
. 
Baptist 
Methodist 
Disoiples 
Holiness 
12: 13 105: 00 
Churoh of 
Christ 
Evangelioal 
Adventist 
23 
: 34 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· . 
· . 
. 
. 
· . 
· . 
24 
15 
· 
· 
· 
· 
.. 
.. 
· 
. 
23 
15 
48 
• 
· 
· 
· 
18 
15 
64 
: OPin 
:Coun ry" 
• 
• 
. 
. 
· 
· 110 : 21 : 227: 
. 
. 83 
84 
8 
43 
19 
27 
12 
18 
25 
· 
· 129: 
· 
· 133: 
· 
· 8 : 
· 
· 33: 
48: 
· 
· 6: 
. . 
. . 
23 
20 
21 
12 
19 
64 
'25 
Totals 69: 16 : 191 29: 323 21 :583: 2~ 
This table shows the number Of ohildren under tan 
years of age who are enrolled. in the denominst.i.onal Sunday 
SOhools and it giveA the -peroentage 01 the totg,l enrollment 
whioh the ohildren ~ake up. 
Kinds of Literature Used 
At present the leaders inSunday Sohoo1 work are advooating 
the use of graded literature. They wish to see these sohools 
graded the same as the d~ sohools are. However, the agitation 
for graded literature is taking e~feot only very slowly as oan 
be seen from the small amount of this type 01' literature whiah 
is being used. Only three of the Baptist Sunday SOhools, three 
Of the MethOdist, five of the Disoiples, and the Evangelical 
S~day Sohool are using the graded literature. One of the 
Methodist sohools and one of the Disoiples sohools whioh the 
previous sentenoe oounted as graded are only partially graded. 
-64-
Six of the sohools whioh are graded or partially graded are in 
the town and Village ohurohes and the other six are in the open 
oountry. Thus ~elve out of the 44 de~ominational Sunday 
Aohools of the oounty are attempting to adopt the more progress-
1 ve work in the Sunri,a.y Sohools. 
Teaohers' Training Classes 
In order to use the graded li~erature effioiently the 
teaohers need to be trained for the work. However, very little 
is being done along this line. There are only :t'i ve teacher 
training olasses in ~le oounty. The Baptists nave one, the 
Methodists have ~hree. and the Adventists have one. 
!lot a Single adult olass in tile oounty studies the lile 
of Jesus in its relation to modern sooial problems. 
Organized Classes 
It is tnot by the leaders in Sunday Sohool work that eaoh 
01aS8 8hould act as a unit espeoially in sooial af1'airs. In 
order to aot as a unit eaoh olass needs to be org&lized. Thi8 
organization of olasses is only slowly being aocomplished. 
Fi ve OI the Baptist Sunday Sohools and one 01' toe Methodist 
have organized olasses. Tnree 01 the :tormer and the latter 
one are in tile village OilUl'ohtjs. The other two Baptist Sunday 
Schools that nave organized classes are in the open oountry. 
O~ the other denominations only the Evangelioals and Adventists 
have any organized olasses in their church sohools. 
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The Teaohers' Freparation 
One question was inser~ed in the questionnaire that ask-
ed about ~he pedagogioal wld Biblioal ~raining of the teach-
ers in ~he Sunday Sohools. The pedagogioal training in-
cludes anyone who has taught in the public sohools. The 
results ox this partioular investigation are as follows: 
Denomination Total number Number 
number of having had having had 
teaohers pedagogioal Biblioal 
training training 
Baptist 72 10 0 
Methodist 55 4 2 
Disoiples 5~ 7 2 
Holiness '1 2 0 
Churoh of Christ 8 1 8 
Adventist 3 2 2 
When a oomparison i8 made between the number of teaohers 
there are and the number who have been in any ""8:1 espeoially 
prepared for the work it is found that the number having had 
any pre~aration is ver,y small. With inefxioient teachers 
the surprising thing is that the Sunday Schools are doing 
as good a work as they are. One fact stands out regarding 
the Churoh of Christ. ~is denominati~n reports that it has 
eight te8Qhers in its schools and that all 01" these teachers 
have had Biblical training. It is the oustom of this denom-
ination to have regular "Bible readings" once or twioe a 
~ear given by some of its preachers. At these "readings" 
part of the members of several ohurohes of this denomination 
Will gather at one ohuroh and one of the preaohers gives In-
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struotion in the Bible. This is probabl~ the only formal 
Biblical training ~hat these eight teachers in the Sund~ 
Sohools of the Church of Christ have received. This con-
olusion is drawn, however, only from the investigator's 
personal knowledge of the practices of this denomination. 
If the Sunday Sohools are to do effioient work it i. 
absolutely necessary that the teachers be better trained. 
No sohool direotor would permit a teaoher to teach in an 
ordinary day sohool without dur preparation. With the 
ohurch aohool it is more diffioult to obtain effioient 
teaohers a. all teaohing work is volunteered. Also,I know 
from my personal knowledge that ohurohes are Aot anxious or 
do not know how to carryon a teachers' training oourse 
in connection with the Sunday Sohool. 
EqUipment 
Are the ohurohes equipped to oarry on effioient ~unda~ 
Sohool work? From the evidenoe oolleoted,it appears that 
the~ are not. Onl~ f~r of the ohurch buildings have 88 
many aa two rooms bi' means of whioh the classes mq be 
separated. Two of these churohes belong to the Baptist, 
one to the Disoiples, and one to the Methodist. All of 
these are in the towns exoept one Baptist Churoh, whioh i8 
in the village of Hallsville. This means that in the open 
country ohurohes the whole sohool must meet in one room and 
therefore each 01as8 interferes with every other olass in 
the SUnday School. 
Only one ohurch in the oounti' haa seats of different 
sise for the little people. This is the Baptist Church in 
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the village of Hallsville. Three Baptist churches of the 
oounty have maps and four have blackboards. All these maps 
and blackboards are used in the olass work. Two of the 
Disciples Sunday Sohools have maps and five have blackboards. 
Only one of the schools uses the map and only two of the 
schools use the blaokboards in class work. The Evangelioal. 
Sunday School has eight maps and two blackboards and all of 
both are used in the regular 01as8 work. The Churoh of Christ 
has one blackboard and t 'he Adventist : , has one map and one 
blackboard but neither of these denominations use the slight 
eqUipment whioh it has in the olass work. One Methodist 
Church has a map and four have blackboards, but in only two 
of these ohurohes is the blackboard used in the work of the 
olass, but the sohool whioh has the map uses it in this way. 
It is interesting to note that all the mhurches whiCh have 
the maps have, with one exception, one or more of the black-
boards also. 
Thre,e of the Baptist, two of the llethodist • . _and one of 
the Disoiples Churohes have libraries. ~he total number of 
volumes for all three denominations is 422. These are divided 
between the denOminations as follows: Baptist 290, Methodist 
120, and Disciples 12. The report for one of the Methodist 
ohurohes says that the books for the l1brary are not well 
selected but all the other reports olaim the opposite. The 
total value of all the books in these six libraries is .240. 
If libraries are of &n7 use to the Sundar Sahool work six 
l1braries is a verzsmall number out of a total of '9 schools 
in the oounty. 
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Sooials 
From the study it appears that it is beooming an es-
tablished oustom for eaoh Sund~ Sohool to have one pionio 
or some other form of sooial annually. Thus ten of the 
seventeen Baptist Sunday Sohools had sooials, but only one 
of these had more than one in a y~ar. Also one of these 
sooials was for the purpose of raising money. With the 
Methodists, nine 01 their eleven sohools had one pionio eaoh. 
I:ot as large a proportion 01 the Disciples sohools hel~ to 
this oustom, tilere being only three out of the ten Disoiples 
sOhools whioh had a pionio during the year. The Evangelioal 
and tne Adventist sohools eaoh had a pionio during the year. 
All these above oases OI sooials and pionios were those 1n 
whioh the whole sohool partioipated. In some of the sohools 
the separate olasses oarry on a form of sooial work. Seven 
of the Baptist, five of the .Methodist, and two of the Dis-
oiples Sunday Sohools have olasses which oarry on some form 
of sooial work. There 1s no plan, however, in any OI the 
sonools for adequately taking oare of the sooial liloe of the 
young people. Onl,Y one churoh in the oounty has any organ-
ized form of play. This is one of the Baptist ohurohes whioh 
has a baseball team. By failing to look after the sooial 
life of the young people the Sunday Sohools are missing one 
of their greatest opportunities. In all the oases where 
the sooials are held it is ola1med that they are benefioial 
to the sohools, espeoially on the attendanoe. It might be 
well to add here that I have oome into personal oontaot 
with two oases where play has been introduoed in oonneotion 
with the Sunday Sohool and in both oases it has been a 
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deoided suocess. TIlUS, if the Sunda;;r flohools are going to 
be suocessful and oontinue to iUflction beneficially they must 
direct the social lite of the young people. 
}'inances 
Practically allot the Sunday Schools raise their money 
by taking up collection~ in each class ever;! Sunday. 
Table No. 2U. 
~----- - -----T--------------~----_________ 4 ___________ --t-----------------
Renomination: Town ; Village ;Open Country Total 
Baptist 
~ 
: 0 
. ~ 
· l) 
:~ 
• H 
• Q) 
• I> :~ 
· 
· . 
· . 
· 
• ~ s:::: 
: 0 0 
· 
· 
· 
· • tHCIl • 
• ~ <d • 
.Q)Q)Q) 
'':lOPir-i 
:oj r-i: 
.~-=:o 
• CD 0 ~ 
• l> oj s:: :~Q)Q) 
· 
· • ~s:::: 
: 00: 
.CHCIl • 
• ~<d. 
·CDQ)CI)· 
• ':lO Pi r-i. r-i 
'oj r-i. as 
: ~ ,Q 0: .p 
·CI)OJ..·O 
.l>ojS::::.8 
·~CDCD· 
· . 
· . 
. 
. 
. . . . . . . . 
;$ 50.00;$ 0.64;$2~0.07;$0.65;$167.75;$0.31;~447.82;$0.46 
· . .. .  
Metaodlst 
Disciples 
HOliness 
Evangelical 
· . .
70.00: 0.7a: 11~.00: 0.96: 287.00: 0.67: 46b.00: 0.71 
· . . . . 
· . . . . 
245.00: 1.11: 50.00: 0.50: 193.00: 0.61: 4tie.00: 0.76 
. 
. : . 40.00: :0.66: 40.00: 0.66 
· 
· 62.00: 0.62: 
. 
. 
62.00: 0.82 
-
:~:~:_ ~$365.00~~0.89 ~~46l.97~$O.70~$697.75~iO.45~$159~.82~ $0.62 
------T-------+-_____ + _______ +-----~-------+-----+---- ___ + ________ _ 
~hls table shows the total amount 0::( money raised in the 
Sunday Schools 01" eaoh denomination ana. tile average given 
annually by eaoh person enrolled. 
Table nu.mber 20 shoVis ti!e total amount 01" iuoney raised in 
the town, Village, and open country churches for all the de-
nominat ions and tne average l5iven by eaCh person enrolled in 
the schools. 
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The faat that the amounts raised by the Churah OI Christ 
and the Adventist ahurahes are not shown in table number 26 will 
immed1ately strike the reader's attention. The Adventist 
sohool keeps no reoord apart:trom tne anuroh reoord and tile 
Churoh 01: Christ has very litiile expense in running the sohools 
sinoe tneir li~erature oosts nothing, sinoe it is the praotioe 
OI this ohuroh to use only the Bible in olass work. 
Turning ~hen to a oonsideration 01 ~ne table iiiselI, tnere 
are two or three tnings to Whioh attention needs to be oalled. 
The persons enrollen in the village Sunday Sohools OI the Baptist 
and Methodist ohurohes gave more on the average per person 
than did those enrolled in the town and open oountry sohools 
of the same denomination. The oase was dillerent wi tll tile 
Disoiples. The average was tne highest in the town sohools. 
Also. when all the organizations were totalled the town ohurohes 
averaged more Ior eaoh person enrolled than did ei ther tile 
Village or open oountry sohools. ]lor eaoh person enrolled 
the town sohools, 69 oents is given annually, the village 
sohools 70 oents. and tne open oountry SOllo01s 45 cents. With 
this one exoeption. however. tne vil.Lage Sunda;f Sohools seem 
to be dOing the best work. 
SIDJM.ARY 
Forty-nine Sunday Sohoo1s are in operation in Boone uounty. 
F1ve OI these are union. Thus tHere are 01 religiOUS organ-
izations OI the oounty that are oarrying on this type OI work. 
Twenty per oent. of the ohuroh membership 01 tne oounty 
are enrolled in the Sunday Sohools. Twenty-six per oent. OI 
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the members o~ the ohurohes whioh are doing Sund~ Sohool 
work are enrolled. 
Thirty-six per oent. of tlle young people between the ages 
of twelve and eighteen in the oounty are enrolled in Sunday 
Sohools. 
The five union Sund~ Schools have a to~al enrollment 
Of 310 and an average at~endanoe o:r 40 eaoh. The equipment 
of these union sohools is insuJ::tiolent. 
There are 44 denominational Sunday Schools in the 
oounty. There is little differenoebetween the dif:terent 
denominations in regard to the suooess 01· their so.nools. 
On the whole, however. it appears tnat the village schools 
are doing the best work. 
CHAPTER IV. 
THE MINOR CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 
The Young Peoples i Societies 
The Young teoples' Sooieties do not playa very large 
part in the churoh li1"e of this county. It has seemed best 
to disouss all 'tine organizations Wllich are oomposed primarily 
of young people under the name "Young Peoples' Societies" as 
it is muoh easier than to designa~e eaoh by its denomination-
al name. However, just here the llames of the di:t'1erent de-
nominational organizations should be given. The organiza-
tion in the Baptist Churoh whioh is composed 01 young people 
is knawn 8S the "Baptist Young Peoples' Union.- The young 
peoples' sooiety of the Methodist Churoh is oalled the 
~pworth League," that 01 the Disoiples is "The Christian 
Endeavor," that 01: the Evangelioal Churoh trle "Young Peoples' 
League," and that 01- tne Adventist Churoh the "Young Peoples' 
Sooiety." The ~ri~itive Baptist, the Holineos, the ~resby­
terlan, the Chureh or Christ, and the Oatnolio ohurohes of 
this county have no Young Peoples' Sooieties. 
Table number 29 shows the number of Youn~ Peoples t 
SOoieties :for the di1:ferent denominations in the 'town, village. 
and open oountry ohurohes. The exaot ohul'ones whioh have 
these sooieties are indioated on map number 4. The to'tal 
number of t.hese sooieties is 11. Two of them are in the town 
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ohurches. four are in the village churches, and :rive 
open country. 
!Cable No. 2~. 
------------+----+-------+-------+-----------Denominat10n:!Cown:Village: Open 
· 
!rotal • 
• 
· 
:Countrl: 
· 
• 
· · · • 
· · Baptist 1 
· 
3 1 6 
· 
· 
· Methodist 
· 
2 2 • 
· · 
· 
. 
Disoiples 
· 
1 1 2 
· 
· · 
· · Evangelical 1 1 
· • Adventist 1 1 
· · 
· · 
!Co tal 2 4 6 11 
!Ch~s table gives the number of Young 
Peoples' Societies in the town, village, and 
open oountry ohurches 10r the di1ferent de-
nominations. 
in ~he 
All of ~hese sooieties, regardless or the denominatIon. 
carryon tneir work very much in the same manner. !rnose 
societies whioh are connected with the Methodist, Baptist. 
and Disc1ples Churches meet every Sunday evening. The 800i-
eties which are in the Evangelioal and Adventist Churohes 
meet only onoe a month. With all the sOOieties, members 
or churches o~her tnan ~hose with whioh .he sooiety is oon-
neoted attend the meetings. !rhere are only two exoeptions 
to this. In one 01 the Disoiples sooieties and tne Evangel-
ioal, members ot no otner ohurohes attend the regu.lar meetings. 
The nature of the worK may De summed up in til.e %ollowlng 
quotations: ·sing," "pray," "read." "oomment," "iollow r~gular 
11 terature, It "read So.ripture." "s~udy missions," and "bu.si-
ness work and devo~lonal." 
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The Baptist Societies have a total enrollment of l~2. 
o~ Which 78 per oent. OI the enroliment are in average atten-
dance. The total enrollwent of the Yethodist Societies is 
125 and the percentage o~ the enrollment1n average atten-
danoe 1s 92. The sooieties in the Disoiples Churohes have 
a total OI 61 enrolled b~t the average at~endance is greater 
than the total enrollment. The enrollment for tne ~vangel-
icals is 5O.and ti6 per cent. of that number is in average 
attendance. The total enrollment ot the Adventist Society 
is only 6,- but all or these generally attend the regular 
meetings of the society. 
The older people attend the meetings of all ~he sooieties 
with the exoeption or one o~ the ~ptist and ~he Evangelioal. 
There are various wBis used in raising money with whioh 
these societies are oarried on and whioh the SOCieties expend 
for mission work and the like. ~he Young Eeoples' Societies 
of the Baptist Churches raise tneir money bl oollections and 
entertainments. One of the sooieties of the Methodist Churoh 
raises its money by oolleotions and by penny offerin6s and 
the other by colleotions only. The two sooieties in the 
Disoiples (Jhuroh make an assessment 01 1"ive oents a month on 
eaoh member. The Evangelical Society raises its money bJ 
monthly dues and the Adven~ist SOCiety by entertainments. 
The total amounts of money raised in a year by the 
societies 01 each 0:1: the denominations are as :1:0110ws: 
Baptist 
Methodist 
Disclnles 
Evangelical 
Adventist 
To~a.l 
~25.0U 
4O.0u 
12.00 
40.00 
20.UO 
.1~7.00 
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The one sooiet¥ 01. the .daptist Churoh in town gave two 
entertainments during the year. the sooieties in the village 
ohurcues or tne same denomination gave one each, and those 
in the open oountry churohes gave none. One of tHe Methodist 
Societies gives monthly enterta.inments and the other does 
nothing in the w~ of social work. One or the Visoiples 
Societies gave one entertainment a quarter,and the gave two 
during the year. The Adventist S90iety gave four entertain~ 
ments "and tne Evangelical Society gave ~o in the past year. 
None of the 10ung Peoples' Sooieties did any reoreation-
al or athletio work. 
It seems ti.lat this branoh of the ohuroh work is more 
suooessful than any other form of ohuroh work whioh so far 
has been studied. This is indioated by the _high peroentage 
of attendance and the suooessfUl entertainments. Thus the 
ohurohes probably would be more suooessful if they would 
org~lize these sooieties. However, this is left as an open 
question since there are not enough. sooieties in the oounty 
to permit their influenoe upon the ohurohes 'in whioh they 
are organized, to De studied adequately. 
Missionary Organizations 
Another branoh of work or tne Ohurohes whioh is or ver,y 
slight importanoe is that oarried on by the missionary organ-
izations. There are eight missionary organizations in the 
oounty. The ~aptists have one, the Methodists nave one, tne 
Disoiples rour, the Presbyterians one, and t1 ... e Adventists one. 
Allor tnese are in the open oountry exoepting one or the 
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Baptis't organizations and one 01' 'the Disoiples wilicil in each 
oase is in ~he town church. One of the Missionary organiza-
tions of tHe Disoiples onurch perhaps snould no~ be courJ.ted, 
since it is doing nothing. The man who filled out the ques-
~ionnaire said, "I guess i~ was stillborn." 
It is difiicul t to correlate and tabulate tile studies 
regarding ~ne differen1i missionary societies. henoe a general 
summary of eaoh denomination will be illade. 
The one organization in the Baptist Churoh is at Sturgeon 
and is known as the "Woman's Missionary Organization." It 
stud.ies missions and. con~ribu~esmoney to home and 10reign 
missionary work. It seems ~hat tile monp.y which 'the missionary 
organi zati on raises goes into the ohuroh treas'~ry and from 
that it is paid to ~he missionary board. The questionnaire 
does not say what 1ine metnod is by which the money is raised. 
The one Missionary Organization of the Methodist body 
is in an open oountry church and the name is "Foreign and Home 
Mlssionar~ Sooiety." Its work is to "Study missions and to 
raise money." The amount raised during tne year was ~40. 
This amount was raised by having sales. 
Eaoh of tjle tnree a01ii ve missionary sooietie s in tne 
Disoiples Churoh is known as the "Christian Womanrs Board of 
Missions.· One or tnese organizations is in a town churon, 
Sturgeon, and tne otner two in open oountry ohuro.hes, Oakland 
and·.l!'riendsi1.ip. Eaoh looal organization is only an auxiliary 
or a national organization. The work oonsists ot "Devotional, 
s1iudy missions, and raise money :tor missiOns." The money is 
_'/7_ 
raised by dll.es. speoial assessments. and by Qontr ibutions. 
The total amount raised by all three organizations was $135. 
~e organization in the town church raised $00, one of the 
open oountry organizations f40, and the Other f35. 
The questionnaire says, When re:t'erring to tile missionary 
society of the £resbyterian church, "It does not work.~ 
The Advent1st organization is oalled. tne "Missionary 
Volunteers." This sooiety raises no money but its work oon-
s1sts 01' "Visiting those whom they can interest and distrib-
uting literature." 
From what has been said., it oan be seen that tnese 
societies play only a very small part 1n the life 01' the 
churcnes ox tnis oounty. 
rhe Ladies' Aid Sooiety 
Seventeen dif:t'erent churohes in the OOWlty nave ~adies' 
l1d Societies. They are divided between tne denom1nations 
a..nd in the town, village, and open oowltry ohurch aa 10110W8: 
Denominat1on 
Baptist 
litethoci.ist 
lJisoiples 
?reabyterian 
~vange1ioal 
Totals 
Town Village Open Total 
5 
Oowltry 
l 247 
2 1 ~ 6 
2 
1 
4 
1 
a 
2 
1 
1 
17 
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There are :1'i ve aids in the town Churches, tour in the 
village, and eight in the open country churches. The above 
sliatemen1i shows the number tnat · belong to eaon denocuination. 
The Ladies' Aids are disoussed in the f :ollowing under 
-.he head 0;( the different denollunations. The Ladies' Aid 
in tne Baptist Ohuroh wnion is in town meets onoe a week. 
One ot -cne aids which is in the vilLage Baptist Oilu:coh meets 
only on call and the other meets twice a ruont.tl. One 0% the 
aids O:t tne Baptist Churohes 0:1' the open oowltry meets onoe 
a week, one twioe a month, one only on oall, and one does 
not work or meet at all. The nature O:I the worK oarried on 
by tne aid,S is snown in tlle following quota1iions: "Raise 
money for ohuroh bUilding." "anything that needs stimulating." 
"Devotional, try to raise money." "Help the needy in tae 
immediate neignborhood," "Any work needful," and "Any work 
which needs stimulating." The total enrollment 01 the Aid 
Societies ot the Baptist Churches is 83. None of these 
societies ever meets .merely for a gOOd time, but there is al-
ways some definite work to do when the members .come togetller. 
Si~ of the Methodist Churohes o~ the county have ~adies' 
Aid Societ;j;es. Two ot these lJl8et 'tWioe a month, two onoe a 
month and two meet only on c~l, tn&t is, wnen tne PresiQent 
of tne organization oalles tne mea.bers together. Xhe work 
01 these SOCieties is to meet any need suoh as a de1ioit in 
the onurch treasury. The work is usually looal. In one of 
these SOCieties the work ot a regular missionary organization 
1s oarried on. rtav1ng tne same organization to do the work 
ot a missionary sooiety .and an Aid Sooiety is probably the 
-79-
best method; sinoe, usually where 'both are eSliablisned in 
a small ohuroh the ' same women do tJle work. Thru doing the 
work of both organizations in one, overwork for a few women 
may be avoided. The tO,tal enrollment of these six aid sooi-
eties of the Methodist Denomination i$ 79. In 1ive 01 tnese 
sooieties the members never meet merely for a good time but 
in one the .members meet for the sooial side. The Ladies' Aid 
Societies of tne Disoiplesohurohea are botn looated in lihe 
towns. One ot tneae meets every weeJtand the other meets 
,'twice a monlih. The type of work they oarry- on oan De summed 
up by quotations from the questionnaires: "Anything for whioh 
money nee,dato be raised," and "Any work needed • . Looal sup-
port." The total enrollmenli 01 tne liWO is 36. The members 
01 both Of~en meet ~ogetner merely , I"or the enjoyment 01 get-
ting together. It W88 stated a few pages baoK that too 
many organizations C'1'ten oaused overwork for a few. The 
previous ohapter is further substanliiated by the evidenoe of 
one ot" linese sooieties. In tne Disoiples Churoh ali sturgeon 
are both the Ladies' Aid and a ~isaionary Sooiety but tl~ Bame 
women make up the membership of both. 
The Ladiea l Aid soclety of the Presbyterian Churoh meets 
everi two weeks. The work 01 thiS sooiety is "To try to ralse 
money." The total enrollment is ten. The m.mbe~1 01 ~1s 
soclety- meet onlY' for work; never for the soclal s1de Of l1fe. 
The Evangellcal Churoh also has an Aid Sooiety. It meets 
only onoe a wonlin. 
to help missiOns. 
Its purpose is to aid the ohuroh and also 
The total enrollment is eignteen. 
These faots on the ~adies' Aid Sooieties do not give an 
adequate oonoeption of the part the women play in the ohuroh 
work of the oounty. In many. churohes the women aot as a 
body wnen anJr need arises; but they may have no formal organ-
ization. Apparantly, these sooieties exist in some oases 
merely lleoause SOlue neighboring ohuroh has one, or the people 
tnink that the ohuroh organization is not oomplete unless 
suoh a sooiety is ol'ganized. This oonolusion mB¥ be .nastily 
drawn but it is based upon the general attitude shown by 
those who gave the iniormation regarding this kind ox work. 
SUMMARY 
Eleven of the religiOUS organizations 01 the oounty .nave 
Young Peoples I Sooieties. Most 01· tne s ooieties meet every 
Sunday evening. The work W.aiOll they oarry on is priUlarily 
devotional. TLere are not enough of these sooieties to de-
termine their influenoe upon the ohurohes. 
~ight of the ohurches in the oounty have missionary organ-
izations. The principal work 01 these sooiet~es is to raise 
money for missionary work. 
Seventeen 01 tz.tJ o.nurcnes in the oounty .nave Ladies' Aid 
Sooieties. These sooieties exist to raise mone7 for the 
support 01 the oh u·roh • 
CHAPTER V. 
THE PREACHING SERVICE AriD TEE PREACHER 
Section 1: The Preaohing Service 
One of the standards used to judge the e~1ioienoy o~ a 
churon is the number 0:1' times each month it .has preaching 
services. Sometimes tilis is a :tair test and sometimes it 
is nOli; since the nUUloer 01 services which a churoh nas each 
month may depend upon tradition or on tne partieular churche's 
relation to other onurches whion may be near. 
Disregarding the above problem, ~ne faots whion relate 
uireotly and indireotly to tne preaohin~ service will be giv-
en. It was stated in the first ohapt~r that there were 71 
di1"1"erent religious organizations in t.he oountj. OUt 01" tll,iS 
number tnere are none whioh have no regular preaoning service. 
At the time the survey was made there were nine religious 
orsa.nizatlons in the oounty whioh had liO reBular preaohing 
servioe,as tuey were without a minister. However, these 
organizations were without ministers only temporarily. b'rom 
observation, it appears ~hat part of the Oinrches of tue 
county are oonstantly without a minister. The organizations 
that were without. preachers are distributed among the different 
denominations as :tollows:Baptist three, one in town and the 
Other two in the open oountry; Disoiples two, both of which 
are 1n the open countrJ; Churoh Of Christ two, both in the 
open country; and t¥Le Adventist one, whicn is in the open 
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country. Thus eight of the nine ohurohes which were without 
ministers are in the open country and the other is the Baptist 
Church in Sturgeon. The looation 01 the open country ohurohe~ 
whioh were without ministers 1s shown in map number 7. It 1s 
not the oustom of the Adventists to employ a regular pastor. 
Praotioally all the work of this denomination is missionary 
work. The preaohing is done by almost any preaoher of their 
fai th who hap.pens to oowe to the churoh, Since no partioular 
preaoher is employed by any partioular organization. All 
the organizations support all the preacners, WhO maKe preach-
ing tours. 
It is especially notioeable tnat all of ~he Primitive 
Baptist and Methodist churohes had pastors. There are probably 
two reasons why none of the Priwitive Baptist Churohes waa 
without a minister. There areonly six churohes in ~he oounty 
whioh are of this denomination. Thus there W8.SHot so great 
a ohanoe with 1ewer ohurohes, and the preaohera of this 
denomination as a rule atay longer with one ohur~ than is 
the prao~ioe with the o~her denominations. une of tne 
Primitive Baptist Cnurohes. Liber't7. opt its pastor for 
26 years. The reason that all the Methodist Churches have 
preaohel's is ~hat this denomination has tine overnead organ-
ization Which S8ea that every churoh has a minister. One 
or ~o Methodist Churohes in the oounty would be W1tillo~t a 
paator, were it· not for the oomplete organization 01" 'tl!is 
denomination. Theae churohes are very weak and 1 t would be 
impossible for them to pay enough to a minister to Justify 
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him in serving them. As the system is, the strong ohurches 
which are on the same cirouit with the weak churches support 
the minister thus enabling him to preach for the weak ohurches. 
The two weak churches to which I have referred are Bonds 
Chapel and the Methodist organization at the union ohuroh 
known as 'Union. The location ox these churches is shown on 
map number 2. 
Frequency o~ the Preaching Servioe 
In oonsidering the ohurches in regard to "he xrequenoy 
of the preaChing service it is necessary to include all those 
which were without regular preaohing at the time li.he su.rvey 
was made, sinoe tuese ohurones would pro baDly employ a 
minister , before long atter the time of the survey. Thus in 
estimating the number of ohurohes Which have one-half time 
preaching the Sturgeon Baptist Churoh is inoluded, altho it 
had no minister wnen I gathered the inxorruation regarding it. 
There is only one ohuroh in the coUnty outside Columbia 
and Centralia tha~ has preaohing ever1 Sunday. This ·is the 
Evangelical Churoh at Hartsburg. Seven of the churohes have 
preaching 'tWice a month and, all the others have only one-
~ourth time preaching. Four 01 the seven whioh have preaoh-
ing twioe ·a mont.h belong to the Baptist denomination. One 
of the Baptist Churohes whioh has hall time preaoning is in 
town and ~ne others are in the open oountry. One o~ the 
Method.ist Churohes, Rooheport, has preaoning twioe a month 
and two 01 the Disciples Churohes have the same praoliioe. 
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One 01" these Disciples Churches is in town, Sturgeon, and the 
other is in the open oountry, Oakland. Tne terr~ once or 
twioe a month preaching means that the preacher visits the 
church only onoe or twice a monti.i., even thO he mai preach on 
and 
Saturday evening, SundaJ worni~g~Sunday evening. The 
oustom OI having only one Sunday a month on whioh preaching 
services are neld, necessitates the minister living away 
from at least three of his churohes. The only way possible 
for the minister to ££lake up for the lit"tle time given to the 
preaohing service is to give week days to pastoral wor~. 
However, three 01 the churohes have "the minister looated with 
them. One 01' the churches which has the minister located with 
it is the "full time" Qhuroh of tne , Evangelicals at Hartsb.urg. 
One of tne Llet.nodist ministers lives at Hallsville and another 
one of them .lives at Rocheport. 
Amount of Pastoral WorK the Churohes Reoeive 
The ohurches at which the preaohers live reoeiv~ only 
Ii ttle IIlorepastoral work tnan the other ohurches wnich are on 
the same circuit. The amount oi' pas1ioral work which tile 
churches receive is shown in the following senl;ences. (However. 
those ohurches not naving pastors are not in01uded.l . The 
six Baptist ohurches which are 'in the villages reoeive pastoral 
work as ~ollows:. one reoeives one day a month; one, two days 
a month; two, three daiS; and with two the pastor gives all 
his time to them and one other church which he serves outSide 
the county. Counting tbese last two churches as l 'eoei ving 
five days a month each, there is a total of l~ days eacn month 
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given ~o pastoral work in ~he six village ohurohes of the 
Baptis~. This waJres an average of tnreeand one-sixth days. 
ot pastoral work each month that each church receiveS.. Of 
the fourteen Baptist Churches whioh are in the open countr,y 
and had pastors ~wo receive no pas~oral work on wee.i{ days, 
two receive one day a luonth each" :rive recei ve ~wo days a 
wontn, tILl'ee rece.ive three, and liWO receive :rour. This is 
a total 01' 2~ days a month 01 pastoral work Biven to 10urteen 
di1'1:erent churones. Any churoh that might have full time 
preacrting and nave i~s pastor looa~ed with it would reoeive 
practically as muoh pastoral worK each month as these :tourteen 
one-l'ourth time churches receive. 
'The lietnouist c1enolJlination, perJ.aps I:)ecause 01 its better 
organization, has a little more adequate pastoral oare. One 
of lihe ~:iethoclist Churcnes wnicli is in town reoei ves two week 
days each month in pastoral worK, ' and the o~her at which the ' 
pastor lives receives pastoral work "when it is needed." The 
remaining Methodist Churohes OI the county reoeive on the 
average 01 about three days a month of pastoral work. There 
are ,five 1ie~noa.ist cirouits all or part 01 wnioh are in this 
oounty. The pastors live on two of these oirouits, and there 
are two oirouits served by students who give their time in 
the SU(Jllller to the ohuroh work. Thus it is very dif1:icult to 
make an .. adequate estimate 01' the amount 01 pastoral work which 
the 1,lethodist Churches receive. One of the J..letnod.ist oircuits 
is served by a minister who lives in Columbia. This minister 
i8 a printer in one 01' the printing OiIices in Colur"bia. Thu8 
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the ohurohes served by him reoeive very little pastoral work 
on the week days. 
The Disoiples Churohes reoeive less pastoral work on the 
whole than the other two denominations which were just dis-
cussed. One of the town churohes of the Disoiples does not 
reoeive any pastoral oare during the week days and the other 
town church reoeives . only one day eaoh month. Likewise the 
two village ohurohes reoeive no pastoral oare during tne week 
days. The nine uisciples Churches in tne open oountry whioh 
have pastors reoeive a total of only eight days or pastoral 
work eaoh month. This is an average of less than one day a 
month for each church. 
The liolinessrank higher in this respect than the 
Disoiples. The four Holiness Churohes reoeive a total of ' 
seven week days a month in pastoral work. This is an average 
of one and three-~ourth days eaoh month for eaoh ohuroh. The 
six Primitive Baptist Churohes reoeive only a total ot seven 
days a month of pastoral o~re and the one ~resbyterlan Church 
reoeives one day a month. 
From what has been said in regard to the pastoral work 
it seems that the ohurohes reoeiye little benefit irom this 
source. The average ohurch does not reoeive more than two or 
three d~s a montn of suoh. wor~. .Whether the ohurohes or the 
pastors are to blame for this small amount of pastoral work 
whioh the churohes reoeive I am unable to say. One thing. 
however, is oertain: if the oity ohurohes prorit b7 pastoral 
oare the rural churohes would also, it the7 reoeived such 
care. ~80 the rural ohurohes wnioh prosper, do 80 in ~ite 
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of lihe l~ck o:r adequ.atepastoraJ. 017er8ight. 
Changes in the Ereaching Services. 
lli is necessary now liO liurn to anOliher phase o:r the 
preaching service. If the number of preaahing services a 
churoh has eaoh month indicates anything in regard to the 
1i1'e o:r the churcH, 1 t is interestine; to note the number of 
churches in the county that have cflaneed the frequency of 
their services eacn month in the last ten years. Only one 
Daptist church has made any change in the number of preach-
ing services in tne lasli ten years. This one kptist Churoh, 
wnion is in the open country, has increased its preaching 
services froul onae to twice a ruoHth. Wi thin the past ten 
years three 01 tJle iliethodist Churohes have , d.ecreBSed :LOrlll one-
halI to one-Iourtn. time preaohing. One 01 these -,is in town 
and'the other twci are in the open country. One Disoiples 
Ohuroh has inareased from one-fourth to one-half time preach-
ing, and two haveinoreased from irregular to regular preaoh-
ing once a month. Many years 'ago the Disoiples Church at 
Rooheport had :rull time preaching but at present this churoh 
has preaohing only one-fourth time. All the other denomina-
t10na haverema1ned stationary exoept the Presbyterians, whose 
churoh has deoreased from ~ioe a month to onoe a mOnth preach-
ing. 
ThuS, four ohurches in tne oounty have reduoed the number 
or preaching serviaes tach mont!l and two have inoreased. 
However, one of tne ~iBoiples Churohes whioh has inoreased 
trom one-fourth to one-half time has again dropped bacK to 
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one-fourth time preaohing in the year 191'1. ~'rOlll these 1aots. 
even tho the churches may report a growth in membership. it 
appears that their strength is not really increasing. Another 
fact that will come ou~ later is that one or two o~ the 
Ba-otist Churohes whioh have been self supporting as.ired for 
financial aid at the last meeting ' 01 the Li t~le .Bonne ]!'emme 
Baptist Assooiation. 
The Revival Heeting 
An established oustom, which appare.ntly most ohurohes 
try to illain~ain, is tl1e holding of an annllal revival , meeting. 
However, the questionnaires show that the ~atholict Evange~ 
ioal, and ~resbyterian churches are exoeptions to this rule. 
The churches in the towns, villages, and the open oountry 
show little dif~erence in holding to this oustom. However, 
there are some differenoes in the results of the di11erent 
denominations. The Baptist Churches., as a wnole. had 102 
meetings in the last five years. This makes an average of 
over four meetings for each ~aptist Churoh in the oounty in 
that period. The total namber of accessions reported 10r 
all these meetings was 676, whioh is an average of between 
fi ve and six accessions l 'or each meeting. There is no way 
to determine the numoer who have gone into the onurch twioe 
during the time stated and thus been oounted twice; sinoe 
it ~requently happens that people change tneir membership 
from one cnurch to another by letter and it is neoessary10r 
some members to be reinstated 1requently. 
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There are some dif1erences in the reports of the town, 
village, and open country churches regarding the number who 
came from the Sunday SChool and the number who remain :tai th-
ful at the presen~ time. The Baptist Church in the town 
reports that 100 per cent. of the additions in the last five 
years oame from the Sunday Sohool and 100 per cent. remain 
faithl'ul at the present time. This seems a li~tleoontra­
dictorY,however, as this same church dismissed :til"ty-two 
within the last year. The Baptist Churches in the villages 
have had a lit~le over 63 per cent. of ~he acoessions oome 
from the Sunday Sohool and a little over 91 per oent. remain 
l"aith1:ul. The open country cmurches o:t' ~ne sallB denomination 
just ltlentioned had 29 per cen~. of tneir additions come from 
the Sunday Schools Wid 62 per oent. 01: tnose accessions are 
remaining fai~hful at present. 
These faots and the corresponding ones for the other 
denominations are :: shown in tables 00 and 31. lfrom table 30 1 t 
· 
· 
· 
· Denomina-: 
tion : 
• 
• 
Bap~ist 
Metnodist: 
Disoiples: 
PriJpi tiye: 
Baptist: 
jioliness : 
~huroh of: 
Christ: . 
Adventist: 
102 
62 
32 
14 
18 
6 
2 
Table No. 30. 
· • 
· 
· 
• 
• 
· • 
• 
• 
2+ 
3+ 
2. 
2+ 
4. 
6 
& 
· 
· 
· 
. 
6'16 
466 
6'11 
49 
81 
'16 
4 
· 
· 
· • 
• 
• 
· • 
· • 
· • 
· 
· 
· 
· 
3+ 
4+ 
16 
2 
*5 This tabletsnows tne number 01 revi~al mee~ingst ~ne 
ae note nax page. 
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total numoer ox aocessions at these meetings, the average 
number o:t meetings l:or eaoh churoh, and the average number 
01' acoessions at each meeting in the last five years. 
Table No. 31. 
· · · 
• • 
· · 
• 
• • • • • • 
· 
• Baptist 100 
· 
100 
· 
63 • 91 
· 
29 ... 62 
· 
64 
· 
80 • 
· 
• • ... 
, 
• 
· 
: : 
· · 
· 
• • Methodist: 42 86 
· 
ti7 76 36 
· 
ti4 42 79 
· 
• 
· · • • Disoiple • 02 
· 
87 48 • 49 36 00 • 40 
· 
70 • • • • • 
· 
: . 
• 
Holiness 0 ti6 a : 65 
· · 
· · Church of: 
· · · · • 
· · 
• Christ: :100 • 75 :100 
· 
75 
· · 
· · 
• 
• 
· 
• Adventist: 
· 
.. • 0 :100 
· 
0 
· 
100 
· 
.. 
• • 
· 
· · · 
• 
This taole glves lihe peroentage 01 aooessions in 10he 
revival meetings of lihe last five ye.rs wno have oome :trom 
the Sunday Sohool and lihe percenliage that rem81n faithful 
at presenli for eaoh denomlnation in the town, Village, and " 
open oountry.ohurohes. 
appears that the other denominations are not holding to the 
praoliice of an annual revival meeting as strenuously as the 
Baptist ohurches are. The only exoeptlon to thls ls the Churoh 
of Chrlst. However, only one o:t the churohes Of this denom-
ination ls used in making this table, since. lor reasons whloh 
Will be shown later, it is hardly falr to use tne other in 
such a atudy. 
• Only one 01 the ohurohes 01 the Church 01 Qhrlst ls con-
aidered ln maklng thls report. 
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Are these meetings profitable? is a question which 
every student 01 the rural church problem mus't ask. ]'rom 
the evidence shown in table numoer 30 it seems tha't such 
a large numoer OI revival meetings is only a waste 0:1:' money 
and energy. The Baptis't Churohes have averaged over :rour 
revival meetings for each ohuroh in the past five years, the 
Methodists have averaged oetween three and four meetings for 
eaoh church, and the Disoiples have averaged between two and 
three meetings eaoh. ~he results are rather signiiicant. 
The Baptists averaged between five and six add.itions each 
meeting, the lIetilodisliS beliween eighli and nine, and the 
Disoiples,who had tne smallest number OI mee~ings, averaged 
over seventeen aooessions for every meeting. Als 0, with 
only ~2 meetings in a smal.ler number 0:1:' ohurohes than the 
Baptists, the ~isoiples lacked only five ot .having as many 
additions as the 2~ Baptest ohurohes whioh had 102 meetings. 
Thus,from this and the lacts which are shown in table num-
ber ~l, the conolusion is that the Sunday SOhool is the 
ohurches' means ot advancement. 
Table number ~l shows the percentage ot those who oame 
into the ohurohes from the Sund~ Sohools dUrino the meet-
ings and the percentage who nave remained 1aith1ul. Of the 
tnree denominations Which have oburches in the towns, two 
have the larger peroentage ooming into the ohurohes from 
the Sund8¥ Sohool. Uf the Methodists,tne largest percentage 
oame from the Sunday SOhool in the village ahurches. · In all 
oasee the smallest peroentage 01 accessions to 'the cnurohes 
in the last 1ive years who came 1rom the Sund&¥ Schools, was 
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in the churches o:r the open country. It is signi~icant to 
note that the smallest peroentage of those who remain faith-
ful at the present time is in the ohurohes Of the open oountry 
and the highest peroentage is.in the town churches. Thus. 
those who enter the ohurch thru the Sunday School stand the 
greatest ohance of remaining 1aith:tul to the ohuroh. In 
making out these peroentages it may be notioed that in a 
majOrity of oases Where a low peroentage oame from the Sunday 
SOhool, a low percentage remain l"aith:rul. 
It 1s usually estimated that bO to 90 per oent. Of the 
church members oome from the Sunday Sahool. '.L'his may be true 
:tor the town and city Churches. but it does not hold true 
where tne ohurahes are primarily rural. In the three leading 
denominations the peroentages vary from 40 to 04. However. 
the staliements above show that a greater emphasis needs to 
be put upon the Sunday Sahool. The Adventist Church ShOWS 
a high percentage remaining faithfUl. but none came :rrom·the 
Sunday School. There have been only four additions to tnis 
church in the last five years, hence no oonolusions 01 great 
importance to the argument can be drawn from the high per-
centage of the Advenliists who remain faithful. 
Will the ahurolles gain meilloers wi tllout ~he rev! val iDeet-
ing? Within the past year only a tew have gOlle into the churche 
at the regular services. The Baptists had a total Of 21 for 
all their churohes. the Methodists, the same. tile .Disoiples 42. 
the Holiness 11. the ~rimitive baptists ~t and the other 
ohurches had none. The largest numDer of accessions at the 
regular servioes within the past year for any ohuroh was 
six. This was in one of the Holiness Churohes. With all Of 
the other organizations the number was one, two, or three 
for eaoh ohuroh. Many of the ohurohes bad none. , ~Ilere 
is one of the Disoiples Churohes in the town, sturgeon~ wnioh 
in the last five years had had a total 01' 30 ad.ditions at 
the regular servioes. These have all oome from the Sunday 
Sohool. It seems that these young people oame to a period 
in thei~ lives that they wanted to oome into the ohuroh, and 
• 
as there was no revival meeting going on. at that time they 
made liheir ctonfessions ali the regular servioes. ThUS, 1n 
one oase at least therewaalit1ile need :tor the "Revival." 
If steady oonsliruo1iive work was oon1iinually oarried on in 
the ohurches lihere woUld not be suoh a great need for the 
annual revival meeting. ~he prao1iioe of having 1ihese reviv-
al meeliings ailnually is only a iiradltion or oustom whioh 
the memoers of tue ohurohes and many 01'. lihe ' preaOhers :teel 
it a saored duty not to break. 
Before leaving the subJeot of the revival mee~ing,mention 
Should be made regarding the persons who hold these meetings. 
In some cases the pastors do the ~orK, in other cases ,a 
neighboring pastor, and in still other cases it is a prOfession-
al. evangelist. One ohureh in Whioh an evangelist ileld the 
meeting is tne Disoiples Church at l'!ooheport. Also, since 
the survey was made :~ , the Baptist Assooiation employed. a 
professional evangelist to hold meetings in some of their 
churohes in the county. The exact number of ,meetings whioh 
the pastors, neighboring pastore, or evangelists held could 
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be approximated but this was thot useless, sinoe only the 
general praotice Oi the churches needs to be indicated. Just 
who holds the meetings depends much on the type of pastor, 
on the amount of money the particular organization wishes to 
'spend on a meeting, and whether the members want a "Big" 
revival or not. 
Attraotions in Communities whioh Prevent Churoh Attendanoe , 
There was no question in the questionnaire relating to 
the average attendance at the regular church services. HOw-
ever, it is natural to assume that there is a small number 
in attendance at 'che regular religiOUS services; since such 
a small nercenta~e of the po~ulation 01 the county 1s oomposed 
e~ ohuroh members. unly a small preportion 01' the ohurches 
in the oounty have attraotions in their respeotive oemmunities 
whioh prevent attendanoe at the religiOUS serTioes. A good 
idea relative to suoh attraotions oan be gathered from the 
reports which were made in the questionnaires. 
The attendanoe at the ~aptist Churoh in sturgeon is 
intertered with by "auto. riding." With feur 0.1' the village 
ohurohes of the Baptists there are no attractions, but in the 
oommuni ty ef ene there are "danoes and baseball," and anether 
"Beat shows, beat and automobile riding.w Twelve 0.1: the reperts 
:from l.he open country ohurohes 01: t,tlis denomination say '&hat 
tnere are "no attractions," but one reports "Crequet," one 
"Fishing," and ene "Atliractions in Celumbia." The ruethoCi.ist 
~hurohes have praotioally the same results. One 0.1' the town 
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churohes reports "Baseball and moving picture s~ows.1I but 
the other Methodist Uhuroh. which is in town. reports nothing. 
une 01 the village organizations claims that baseball inter-
reres with the ohurch attendance. ~'Woof the ollen country 
ohurches make the same report and one says "Watcning the train 
come in."'The "Katy" trains have a place at wnich they 
stop near the ohuroh whioh was last mentioned. ~he reports 
of the remaining hlethodist Churohes say "No attraotions." 
"Baseball, automobile riding, and Sunday visit~ngrr 
prevent at~endanoe at the ohuroh servioes in one of the town 
churohes of the jJisciples,and three of the open country 
churohes report respectivel1 as follows: "Nearness to town," 
"Baseball." and "Automobile and baseball." The other ohurohes 
of this denomination have no attraotions in their respeotive 
oommunity to hinder churoh attendance. unly two of the other 
ienominations make any reports that would Show anything to 
interfere with attendanoe at the regular servioes. "Other 
denominations" prevent attendance at one of the Holiness 
churohes and "Baseball and automobileriding ll hinders atlien-
danoe at the servioes of the ~resbyterians. 
The oharges whioh were made by the ohurohes against the 
communities are not very serious. Were ohurohes employing 
the proper methods such' factors would playa very minor part. 
J!'rom the nu.mber that report "Automobile riding," it appears 
that the automobile prevents ohurch attendanoe. rerha.ps it 
does in manyo8Ses. but acoording to the reports it is more 
often an aid. Taking a:u. 11.11. organizaliions o:r lihe oounliY 
liogether (71) .• one did nOli say whetner line automobile in-
creased or deoreasedthe clluroh ali~end811oe. forty-five sa1d 
that it did neither. seventeen thot the automoDile aaused 
an increase in the atlienda.noe. and eight tnot it caused a 
deorease. 
Section 2: The Preaohers 
It was stated above that eight of the orLuroh bodies in 
the county had no preaoher at the time the survey was wade. 
This leaves 63 religious organizations that did have regular-
ly employed ministers. The total number of olergy working 
wi th these di:tferent organizaliions was 37. They were divided 
among the dif1eren1i denominations 8S :tollows: 
Baptist 9 
Methodist 6 
Disciples 11 
Primitive 
Bapti8li 5 
Ho11ness 
" 
Evanee11oal " 1 
Catholio 1 
Preebyterian 1 
Church of 
Ohr1s't 0 
Advent1st 0 
Total 37 
-97-
Where the Pastors Live 
Some indioation was given above regarding the minis~ers' 
places ox residenoe, but a fuller aoeoun~ will be given here. 
Five of the Baptist clergy lived in Columbia. one on a xarm 
near Ashland. one in the open oountry ~welve ~iles south of 
Columbia. one in Vandalia, one in Mexico, and one in Fayette. 
Two 01 the Methodist ministers lived in the parsonages on 
their oirouits. ~he parsonage of one oiroui~ is in Rocheport 
and the o~her in Hallsville. The minister who has charge ot 
the oirouit wnioh is in the south part of the oounty lived in 
Fayette. _ ,Fayette is also the home of the minister who had 
charge ox the sturgeon oirouit, part of whioh is in Boone 
Oounty. The pastor of the Columbia circuit lived in Columbia. 
Eight of the ministers who preac4ed 10r the Disoiples lived 
in Columbia, one lived near Higbe., one in Centralia, and one 
on a farm north of Centralia, The pastors who serve the 
Primitive Baptist Churohes are more saat~ered than are the 
ministers o~ either o~ the ~hree above mentioned denominations. 
Of-the five ministers of this denomination who worked in this 
oounty, one lived in Columbia, one in ~18yette, one In Mober17. 
one in Marshall, and one in LaPlata. The four men who preached 
for the Holiness liyed in the follOWing placel: College Mound, 
Hurdland, MeXiCO, and Clarence. The Evangelical preaOher 
lived with his ohuroh; the Catnolio priest lived in Jeffereon -
City; and tne Presbyterian minister" lived in Columbia. Thi8 
means that muon time and money is wasted by the ministers in 
go~ng to and from their appointments. ~he total number of 
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miles travelled by lihe minisliers of the d1f~erent denomina-
tions eaoh Illonth was as :follows: 
Baptist ti5b miles at 2 oents a. mile $13.12 
Methodist 690 " " " " tt " 11.80 
Di801p1es 420 n " " 
n 
" " 
8.40 
Primitive Baptist 450 " " " " " " 9.00 
Holiness 5~O " " " n " " 10.60 
Presb~: terian lb u " " " " " 0.32 
Catholio 120 " " " " " " 2.40 
Total 2.782 n " " " " " $55.64 
The above iiabulation g,ives the total number of miles 
travelled b,t all the clergymen of the oounty eaoh month in 
~oing to and from their appointments and the expenses ot the 
denominations at 2 cents a mile. Counting the total number 
of miles travelled at liWO cents a mile, the amount the 
ministers spend for liravelling expenses is ~56.64 eaoh month. 
II the ohurohes were properly grouped or it there were fewer 
ohurohes and the pastor looated with the ohuroh or ohurohes 
wilioh lle might be serving, praotioally allot this waste in 
traveling expenses would be eliminated. 
The Preaohers' Saleries 
In dealing with the subjeot of the. preaohers' salaries 
the aotual. amount ot' money whioh the pastors. who .had work 
in this oounty. reoeived, is oonsidered and not lihe amount 
of money which the churohes of this oounty pay the ministers. 
This is neoessary, sinoe part of the preaohers of the rural 
-99-
. ; :"'" 
.,. 
t~'" 
ohurohes have work in other oounties besides Boone. The 
. ~ 
Baptists, Methodists, Disoiples, and Evangelioals i#the 
only denominations which give deIini~e salaries to the 
ministers. The salaries of the preachers in all ~he other 
denominations are indefinite. There is one exce~tion to 
this, however, in one of the .Primitive Baptist Churohes 
whioh gives a definite salary. The total salary of the 
minister who preaohes for this ohuroh is ~460.()O. The 
average salar.r of the ministers in the ohurches whioh give 
definite salaries is as 10llows; 
Baptist 
Methodist 
Disoiples 
~920.22 
703.80 
746.65 
Evangelioal 6UO.00 
of the 
The annual inoome of the preacher!ldenominations whioh give 
definite salaries varies greatly. The lowest salary of any 
Baptist minister is $582. and the highest t1200. The lowest 
salary of any of ~he Methodist ministers is ~469 an<i the 
highest ~86V_ One 01 the Disoiple preaohers reoeived an in-
de1inite salary and the largest amount of any is t.llbO. 
The majority 01 the preachers who serve ohurohes in this 
oOQnty depend for their living on the salaries whioh the 
ahurohes pay_ Three of the Baptist. two of the Jlethodist. 
and eight of the Uisoiples pastors have other souroes of in-
come. All of the .Baptist preachel's gi va all. of the ir time 
to their ohurch work, but this i8 true in the oase of only 
three Methodist preachers and one of the Disciples. Sinoe 
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~he Disoiples have ~he largest number of ministers whO have 
other souroes of inoome, this group is analyzed more olose-
ly th~re the preaohers xor the other denominations. Three 
of the Disoiples ministers are teaohers in the Bible College 
of Missouri. one sells real estate in Texas, one makes harness. 
one runs a farm. not olose to any of his ohurohes, however. 
and one attends sohool at the University of .Missouri and the 
Bible College of Missouri. T~e remainder,none of whom is 
depending on his salarY.l·or a liv~ng t have any definite 
oooupation. 
Three of the Primitive Baptist preachers who reoeive 
indefinite salaries from ~heir ohurches nave other souroes 
of inoome. One of these three draws a pension, one keeps 
.. 
a grooery store,and. one is an osteopath. The other two 
Primi~ive Baptist ministers depend on an indefinite in-
aome and have no other souroe of money on whioh to depend 
for ~heir living. Only one of ~he Holiness preachers has 
&n¥ souroe of income exoept the salary paid by his ohurohes. 
Three depend wholly on an indefinite salary for their living. 
The pas~or of the Evangelical ChUl'oh has an extra stipend 
whioh oomes from teaohing. Also the past9r of the rresby-
terian Churoh is a student in the university of Missouri 
and haa a soholarship in that institution. Whether or not 
these salaries whioh have been ment10ned are suffioient to 
support a man andh1s family, I shall leave the reader to 
deoide. 
-101-
Some of the ministers are students. and being students 
they are depending more or less on the inoome from the ohurohes 
to pay their expenses while in school. There are seven 
student preaohers who . serve 'lihe ohurohes of this county. 
One o:t lihe preaohers for the Baptist is a student at the 
UniTersiliy of Missouri. Also one of the Methodist preachers 
is a student in the same institution and two are students 
at Central College in Fayetlie. Likewise one of the Disoiples 
preachers and the J:'resbyterian preacher are do.ing school 
work in the University. ' One of the men who preaches for one 
of the Holiness churohes is a student at College Mound, 
where a denominational College is located. 
Eduoational Status of the .i.iinisters 
A summary of "the educational standing of the preachers 
is as follows: 
Baptist 
Number having attended a high sohool 1 
number having graduated from a .high SQ.hool 1 
Number having attended a denominational college 8 
nUmber havinp; graduA.ted from a denominational (lollege 2 
Humber having attended a normal school 1 
Number having attended a seminary 1 
Number having attended a University (attending) 1 
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L1ethodist 
Number having attended a high school 3 
Number having graduated from a hi~h sohool 2 
Number having at~ended a denominational college 4 
Number having gradua~ed from a denominational college 1 
Number having attended a university 2 
Disoiples 
llumber having attended a high sohool 10 
Number havins graduated from a high sohool 6 
Number having attended a normal sohool 3 
Number having attended a denOminational oollege 8 
Number having graduated from a denominational oollege 4 
.Number having attended a university 5 
Number having graduated from a university 4 
Number having attended a seminary 3 
Number having graduated from a seminary 3 
Training to be a medioal dootor 1 
Only a oommon Bohool education 1 
Primitive Baptist 
Number having only a oommon sohool eduoation 
Training to be an osteopath 
Holiness 
3 
1 
Number having attended and graduated from high sohool 1 
Number having attended or attending a denominational 
oollege 3 
Number having graduated from a denominational oollege 1 
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Evangelioal 
The pastor of the ~vangelical 3hurch is a graduate of a 
German seminary, having received his education in G·ermany. 
Presbyterian 
The pastor of the ~resbyterian Churoh is a graduate of a 
denominational college. 
Part of the information regarding the eduoational status 
of the ministers in incomplete; sinoe part of the preaohers 
1;0 whom the questionnaire was sent failed to reply. However. 
the information is as aoourate as oould be obtained. There 
is one statement in the above that may leave a false im-
pression regarding the higher eduoation of the ministers. 
The number that are reported 88 having attended a denomina-
t16RAl OOllA~A dOAA not neoeeearl17 mean that this number 
have te..ken oollege work. Most of the denominatlonaloo11egee 
have an aoademy oonneoted with them. Hence, some of the 
ministers who may nave been reported as having attended a 
denominational oollege may nave don. on17 nigh sohool work 
in the aoademy. Also. many of the preaohers 1n this oount~ 
attended oollege .twenty or more years ago, and probab17 the 
oollege work of that d~ dId not reaoh as high a standard 
as the oollege work of the present ~ime. However. the state-
ments immediately preoeding are given on17 as a preoaution 
for oritioal reading regarding the eduoational standing of 
the preaohers .. 
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The ministers for the Disoiples Churohes have an 
espeoially high eduoational standing. This is due to the 
faot that the Bible College of Missouri,whioh was establish-
ed under the auspioes of the Disoiples Churoh, is looated 
at Columbia, the County Seat of Hoone county. The three 
teaohers of the Bible College and one graduate student of 
the Uni versi ty, drawn to Columbia by the Bible Co11e8',e. 
makes a high eduoational standing for the Disoiples ministers. 
A summary of the eduoational standing of the ministers 
of a 11 denominations when taken together is shown in table 
number 32. The results regarding the number who have graduated 
from a high sohool or the equivalent are as aoourate as oan 
be determined. Eleven ministers have signifiei that they 
graduated from a high sohool,but the table shows that six-
teen have. :.I:his is beoause some have attended a denominational 
Table Ho. 32. :Peroentage of 
Humber having graduated 
, :all preaohers 
from a~ _high sohool or its: : 
equivalent : 16 : 43 
, . 
. . 
!lumber having ,graduated from a denominational :. 
· 
· oollege • 10 
· 
27 ... 
· 
· · • · Number having graduated from a seminary 
· 
4 ' : 10 • 
· · 
· 
• Rumbe r having graduated from a oollege or uni-- • 
· • 
· versity 11 29 
· 
· Number having only a oommon sohool eduoation 
· 
4 10 
· 
This table shOWS the number of ministers of the oounty 
who have graduated fro.m diil-erent grades of sohools and the 
peroentage of all the ministers whioh the number in eaoh 
oategory makes. 
oOllege but never graduated from any high sohool. and it i8 
assumed that they must have done the equivalent of high sohoo1 
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work in an aoademy or some other institution in order to 
enter a 0 ollege. ThiS is possible; sinoe four ministers 
in the oounty have attended a normal soho~,l. Th.e important 
point is that a high peroentage have had oollege training. 
Eleven, or a little more than 29 per cent. of the ministers 
have graduated from a oollege or a university. ~here are 
only four ministers who have only a oommon school eduoation. 
Three of these are in the ~rimitive Baptist Uhuroh. They 
believe that no one needs an education to preaoh. ~he. other 
one is in the Disciples Uhuroh. Just why this manls eduoa-
tion is so limited the writer is unable to say. 
Preaohers' Libraries 
Tables 33, 34, 3~t and 36 show the number or volumes in 
the ministers' libraries of four denOminations. Bot"all the 
libraries whioh belong to the ministers 01" these four denomina-
tions are inoluded. 
!rable lio. 33. 
lUstor~ 
~heologr 
So010logy 
AgrloUlture 
General Soienoe 
Literature 
Bapt1st 
Number o~ 
volumes 
163 
1,245 
.. 221 
2 
65 
696 
Tota1 number o~ Volumes 3.l8~ 
Average for eaoh preaoher 470 4/9 
Per oent. o'f 
the total number 
of volumes 
6 
39 
7 
2 
22 
The number of volumes on d1fferent subject. 1n 
the l1braries of the Bapt1st ministers of the oountl. 
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Table No. 34 
Methodist 
!lumber of 
volumes 
History 6'1 
T.neology 146 
Sooiology 17 
Agrioulture 3 
(7eneral Science 18 
Literature 292 
Total number of volumes 615 
Average for eaoh preaoher 153 ~4 
Hist017 
TheoloQ 
Sooiology 
Agrioul ture . 
General Soience 
Li'ters.ture 
Table Bo. 35. 
Disciples 
Number of 
volumes 
608 
1,153 
362 
34 
168 
Total number of volumes 7,958 
Average for eaoh minister 883 W9 
Tabla lio. 36 
Evangelical 
History 12 
Theology 36 
Sociology 14 
Agrioulture 6 
General Science 24 
Literature 40 
Total number of volumes 300 
For explanation see next page. 
.Peroentages of 
total number 0 f 
volumes 
11 
24 
3 
3 
47 
Per cent. of 
total number of volumes 
7 
14 
4. 
2 
17 
4: 
12 
4. 
2 
B 
13 
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The four above tables give the number of volumes on 
different subjeots for the ministers of the different de-
nominations. and the peroentages of the total numoer of 
volumes which these books on the different subjects make. 
One 01 the Baptist preachers has no library and it was im-
possible to get information regarding the library of another. 
Henoe. table number 33 is basedon the information regarding 
only seven of the Baptist preachers. Table number 34 gives 
the total number of volumes whioh only four ministers have. 
I could get no information regarding the library of one of 
the Methodist ministers. The same is true. for one of the 
Disoip1es preaohers and enother has no library. Thus. table 
number 35 gives the number of volumes on the different 
subjeots whLoh nine different men have. There is only one 
Evangelioal minister in the oounty but the number of volumes 
whioh he has is given. because it might be of interest by 
way of comparison. 
The reason the number of volumes Which the ministers 
of the other denominations have, are not olassified oan be 
Been from the following quotations whioh are taken from ~ 
tabulations. "Primitive Baptist: Could get definite informa-
tion only from two, These had no libraries. Claim they 
need none." "Holiness: Could get the data only in regard to 
one and the number of volumes whioh he had was only an estimata 
It was estimated thl\t he had 150 volumes." "Presbyterian 
and Catholio, no report.-
A questionnaire whioh asked for the date regarding the 
number of volumes in the· libraries of the preaohers whom 
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the investigator did personally see was sent to each of 
these ministers but only a lew of the questionnaires were 
returned. ThUS, with many of the preachers the full data 
in regard to their libraries and to their educational 
standing could not be obtained. The conclusion may be 
drawn that the ministers who failed to return the question-
naires do not ~avor higher education. This m~ not be true 
with all those to whom the questionnaires were sent, but 
in one case it is true. 
There are a few general facts of interest regarding 
the tables which should be noted. The percentages will 
not total a hundred. This is because most Of the ministers 
have books none of which could be classed under the subjects 
which the questionnaire asked for. One good example of 
this is in the oase of a doctor who has a medical library. 
Another fact of interest to note is that the largest number 
of books are on literature and the next largest number are 
on theology. Sociolo~y seems slowly to be getting a place 
on the shelves of the ministers. Thus, there is a hopeful 
sign Of uniting a scientific stu~ of society with the giv-
ing of Biblioal knowledge. 
Preaohers' Training in Agriculture 
lor the preacher to talk to a nd "mix" with the farmers 
he needs to have more than merely Biblical knowledge • . He 
needs to know something about the farmerls business. Thus, 
a study was made relative to the preachers' training in agri-
culture. Taking the preachers of the ~ptist denomination 
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first, all of the eight have been reared on a farm but none 
have nad any academio training in agriou1 ture.. With the 
Methodists, two of the ministers were reared on a farm and 
one of these two has had aoademio training in agriou1ture, 
but the other three were reared in oities and towns and neither 
has had any aoademio training in agrioulture. None of the 
preaohers for the Disoip1es has had any training in the 
subjeot of agrioulture, but eight were reared on farms and 
three in the oity. All the £rimitive ~aptist and thr&e of 
the Holiness pastors were reared on the farm, but none of 
these have taken any work in sohoo1 along agriou1tural lines. 
One of the preaohers for the Holiness was reared in town. 
The Evangelioal minister was reared on a farm and has had 
training in agrioulture. The Presbyterian minister was 
reared on a farm but has h~d no aoademio training in the 
sUbJeot of agrioulture. Thus, those preaohers who have had 
aoademio training in agriou1ture and those who were reared 
on a farm should be able to make proper adjustments to the 
rural oommunities and make a suooess with the ohurohes. 
This is, however, only looking at the suooess of the minister 
from the sooial pOint of view and not from the standpoint of 
the minister's strength in the pulpit. On the other hand 
oan the preaoher who knows little about the farmers' problems 
suooessfully oarry on religious work in the farmers' ohurch? 
The majority of the ministers were reared on a farm and from 
the point of view of the sooial life these are probably 
equl~~ed to enter into the 111e of the farmers suffloientll 
to oarry on religious work suooessfully in the rural ohuroh. 
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SUMMARY 
At the time the survey was made nine of the religious 
organizations of the county were without p&stors. One ohuroh 
in the county, the Evangelioal at Hartsburg, has preaohing 
full time, seven have preaching twice a month and the remainder 
have only one-fGurth time preaohing. Within the last ten 
years four churches in the oounty have reduoed the number 
of their preaohing services each month and two have inoreased. 
;.rhe revival meeting does not do the ohurches the good 
in gaining members that it is ordinarily thot it does. The 
churches need to put the emphasis on the Sunday Schools in-
stead of on the revival meetings. The principal attraotions 
that prevent church attendance are automobile riding and 
baseball. 
The total numbel' of preaohers who are preaoning for 
the churohes of Boone County is 37. rart of these preaohers 
live in Columbia and other parts of the oounty and part 
outside the oounty. Only three are located with their 
churches. The totAl number of miles traveled by the 
ministers each month in going to and from their ohurches 
is 2,784. The pre~ohers' salaries vary from \450 to tl200. 
Sixteen of the preachers are graduates of a high school 
or its equivalent and 11 are graduates of a denominational 
college or university. ~ome have fairly well equipped 
libraries and some have not. The majority of the preachers 
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for the ohurohes of the oounty were reared on a farm but 
only one has had any aoademio training in agrioulture. 
Eight of the preaohers were reared in a town or oity. 
CHAPTER VI 
THE CHURCH ORGAllIZATION 
Seotion 1: Churoh Buildings and Grounds 
Table number ~7 shows ~ne amount of money invested 
in ahuroh pro~erty oy the different denominatIons in the 
town, village, and open ooun~ry ohurohes; and it also 
shows the average value of the ohurahes of the different 
denominations in these different looations. When the 
amount of money whioh the different denOminations have 
invested in churoh property is added up it makes a total 
of ~136,lOO. This amount of money is invested in 69 
different ahuroh buildings. 
building is worth ~1,972.45. 
Thus, on an average eaoh ohurch 
Besides this large invest-
ment in.ohuroh, ohuroh members are oontinually investing 
by spending for the upkeep of the buildings and their 
equipment. One notiaeable faot is that the ohuroh build-
ing whioh is valued the highest of the ohuroh buildings in 
the open country is a union ohuroh. This building was 
ereated in 1916. It is valued .. at e6,OOO. Only two ohurohes 
in the county, both of whiah are in the town. are valued 
higher. A Methodist Churoh was also erected in 1916. It 
is only valued at ~2.l00. Apparently people are more willing 
and perhaps more able to build union ohurohes than they are 
to build denOminational churohes. 
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Table 1(0. 37. 
lienominat;ion Town Village 
Averae;e 
Total ~oreach Total 
value church value 
Baptist i1500 
1::Iethodist l4.P20 
DiSCiples 5200 
Primitive 
Baptist 
HOliness 
ChUrch of Christ 
Evangelical 
PreSbyterian 
Adventist 
CathOlic 2800. 
Union churches 
ijp1500 ~l'l.bOO 
7250 7,000 
2600 2,700 
4,500 
2800 
Average 
for each 
church 
~.i'2~lu. uo 
2333.33 
1350. 
4500. 
Open Country 
Average 
Total for each 
Values ohuroh. 
(,26,100 C1740. 
19,300· 1754.54 
14,600 1460. 
5,eOO. 1160. 
3,600 900. 
4,000 2000. 
1,500 • 1500 • 
1,000 1000 
6,000 3000. 
b'. This table gives the total value of the churoh 
Ulldlngs for the different deno.minations in the town~t villages, ~d Open oountry and the avera8e value of the ohurch buildings 
Or eaoh denomination in eaoh location. 
It was mentioned in the last paragraph that there is a con-
s-tant oost to keep the builcting in good repair. However. 
most of the ohuroh buildings are in good cond.ition. Only 
17 out of the 69 different buildings are in poor or bad re-
pair. A few of the church buildings which are in poor condi-
tIon are very old. Fifty-three have been built twenty years 
or longer and sixteen have been built more recently. 
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In the methods of heating Only a small proportions of 
the church buildings are up to date. Onlyflve are heated by 
furnaces and the remainder by stoves. A larger number have 
improved lighting systems than have improved heating systems. 
Thirty-eight of the churches use oil lamps, 24 use gasoline, 
5 use electricity, and three use acetylene. It is interest-
ing to note that the new union church building is heated by 
a furnace and is lighted by an acetylene lighting system. 
This is the only open country church which has a furnace. All 
the other furnaces ~·re in the town and village churches. 
~hus, all the open country churohes of the denominations are 
heated with stoves. Are these churches oomfortable in winter? 
is a question that might be raised but I shall not disouss it 
here. All the electric lights are found in the town ohurches, 
but the gasoline and acetylene lights are about equally 
distributed between the village and open country ohurches. 
This indicates, however, that a high percentage of the churohes 
of the open country have oil lights. The expense of running 
the furnaoes, stoves, and lights will be given under the head 
of incidentals when the ohuroh finanoes are discussed. 
Before leaving the subject of the ohurch building it 
should be mentioned tr~t every building in the oounty is 
free from debt. 
The Amount of Time the Church Buildings are Used 
From the evidence which follows in the next few p~ragraphs 
it must be concluded that "the church builiings are failing 
to oe used adequately and that they oonstitute an invest-
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ment from which more returns should come. .As a general 
rule, these buildings stand unoocupied from one Sunday 
until tne next. Only six churoh buildings are made use 
of by organizations other than the religious organization 
fer whioh they were built. Also, in a portion of these 
six, the buildings are used only seldom by the other 
organizations. une of the ,j'japtist uhurohes was used twioe 
during the year by the Woman's Christian Temperanoe Union. 
This organization, however, is practically a branoh OI 
the regular church work. 1'he ~.lethodis't denomination has 
three ohurohes that are used sometimes by organizations 
not oonneoted with this religious body. The Primitive 
Baptists sometimes use one of these ohurohes, one is used 
by the ]'armers I Club and the other by the l!'armers' Club 
and "Anything else that happens to oome to town." The 
last one mentioned , is in Hallsville, and the quotation is, 
from the pastor of that ohuroh. He stated that the ohuroh 
building was used 40 or 60 times during the year by organ-
'izations ct'her than 'the regular ' religious organization to 
whioh it belongs. Two of the uisoiples Churohes are used 
by the publio sohool in giving entertainments. One of these 
is in town and the other in a village. With the ohuroh 
whioh is in the village there has been some objeotion of 
late to the use of the building ~y the sohool beoause at a 
previous entertainment some of the new seats were slightly 
damaged. Hone of the other denominational ohurohes is used 
by a~ organizations other than those to whom they belong. 
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Twenty-nine ohuro~es have leotures and forty do not. 
However, in these 29 buildings the leotures are only pro-
misouously given, sinoe none of the ohurohes oarry on any 
regular leoture oourse. It appears that the ohurohes do 
not know how to get in touoh with men who will leoturefor 
them. One example will ShOW this plainly. When I was 
making the survey, the Evangelioal pastor at Hartsburg said 
, , 
that his ohuroh seldom hadleotures beoause the opportunity 
was limited. ?raotioally all of the ohurohes would be open 
to any leoturer who would deliver a leoture that is benefi-
oial. With 14 of the ohurohes the poards disapprove of 
having leotures in the ohuroh building. Four of the ohuroh 
boards who disapprove are in the ~rimitive Baptist Chruoh. 
two in the Churoh of Christ, four in the Baptist, one in 
the Methodist, ~o in the D1so1ples,and one 1n the Holiness. 
The board of the one Holiness Churoh whioh objeots would 
permit leotures on prohibition. There is no ohuroh board 
in the CatholioChuroh to approve or dis8!'prove of leotures 
in the bu1lding. Almost all of the ministers approve of 
leotures 1n the ohuroh bu1lding,;. One o~ the Baptist 
preaohers puts this qualifioation~ "Depending on the k1nd." 
All but one of the Primitive Baptist preaohers disapprove of 
.. 
leotures in the ohuroh. One of the Holiness ministers would 
permit leotures only on prohibit1on. lith the exoeption of 
those who were just ment1oned, all the preaohers in the oount7 
a~prove of leotures and other forms of publio work in the 
ohuroh build1ng. ,Apparantl7. part of the problem of the 
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worker in the rural ohuroh is to bring the leoturers and 
the people of the rural oommunities together. 
It has been mentioned that the churches are used very 
little by organizations whioh are not purely religious and 
very few leotures are ever delivered in the ohurohes, but 
nothing has been said in regard to the amount of time the 
ohurohes are used in regular religious work. Taking the 
six town ohurohes together, they are used only a total of 
14 3/4 hours,on the average,eaoh week. Thus, in aotual 
use eaoh town ohurch averagea only a little over two hours 
eaoh week. ~he 12 village ~urohes are used on. the average 
a total 'of 28 hours eaoh week. This means that each ohuroh 
is used only 2 ~ hour~ eaoh week in actual religious work. 
The total number of hours that the 61 ohurohes in the open 
oountry are used eaoh week is only 67 ¥4. This is less than 
two hours of use eaoh week for each ohuroh building in the 
open country. The total numoer of hours whioh all the ohurohes 
in the oounty are used each week is 119. ~hust on a aver-
age every ohuroh in the county is used less than two hours 
each week. A few paragraphs baok, it was stated that the 
average value of each church 1n the o~ty is $1.972. Grant-
ing that eaoh ohuroh was used two hours eaoh week, this would 
make a total of only 104 hours of use for eaoh ohuroh 1n a 
year. Then oounting eight hours as a day, eaoh ohuroh would 
be used only 13 days in the year. Is there anything else in 
whioh men invest so muoh money and use so littleY On an 
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average t an investtllent of ~a, 972 is made in eaoh ohuroh 
in the oounty and only used 13 days in the year. Only 
very few hours in the year are the ohurohes used by organ-
izations that are not purely religious. In only one of 
the · churches did the person who filled out the question-
naire think that the ohuroh was used enough by other than 
religious organizations to make an average of the time 
the building is used eaoh week by these other organizations. 
The one ohuroh whioh is being used a great deal by organ-
izations to whioh the building does not belong is the 
t!ethodist ohuroh at :hallsville. This ohuroh is used by 
the ~Iarmers I Club. J:he Ji'armers I . Club met in it "l!'orty or 
fifty times during the year. If Only two or three ohuroh 
buildings in the oounty are being adequately utilized for 
the benefit of the oommunities in whioh they are looated. 
The Churoh Grounds and their Use 
The ohuroh grounds vary g~eatly in size. The grounds 
of the town churahes are just large enough for the build-
ings to sit on. Therefore, it is almost impossible for 
picnios to be held on the grounds whioh belong to the town 
ahurohes or for playgrounds to be established on them. 
Also, praotioally all of the o~urah grounds of the village 
ohurohes &re amall; only one has as muoh as one-half aore 
in it. On the other hand, the grounds of the open oountry 
ohurohes are large. A total of 129 aores is inoluded in 
the grounds whioh are oonneoted with the ohurohes in the 
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open oountry. This makes an average of a little less than 
two and one-half acres of land attached to each church build-
ing. One ohurch has 20 acres in its grounds, two have eight. 
one six. three five, and the others have less than the last 
number mentioned. 
All the ohurches of the open oountry have grounds large 
enough to be used for picnios, but only a few of them are 
used for this purpose. , Nine ohurohes held pionios on the 
grounds. All these were in the open oountry. 110st of the 
ohurches of the towns and villages have one or two pionios 
e'aoh year but these pionios are generally held in the woods 
away from the ohurch. The ohurohes whioh have the largest 
grounds and thus haTe the greatest opportunity to have 
pionios, basket dinners, and playgrounds are dOing the least. 
One ,example will show this. The Baptist ohurohes whioh 
have 20, 6, 6, 4. and 2 aores respeotively had no pionios 
or basket dinners. Also, no ohuroh ground in the county 
is being utllized as a playground. 
The praotioe of having basket dinners seems to be 
better established than the praotioe of having pionios. 
One ohuroh in town, four in the villages. and nine in the 
open oountry had basket dinners in the year 1915. Two of 
these dinners in the open oountry were not held for the 
enjoyment of the oooasion but were held to raise money at 
the dedioating of the ohurohes. 
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As a rule. the church grounds are kept in good shape. 
unly seven are reported as being in a bad condition. It is 
interesting to note, however, that the grounds of one of the 
village churches has a potato patch on it. 
From what has been said, the conclusion must be drawn 
that the church organizations of the county own much land 
that might be utilized for the benefit of the community in 
which the churches are located. 
Section 2: The Church Officers. 
Table number 58 _shows the total number of church officers 
in the churches of the county, and the percentages of these 
officers of different ages. This table, however, does not 
include .the officers of the .Presbyterian church, since only 
the number of officers which this ohurch has was given in 
the questionnaire. The table shows that the largest number 
of ohurch officers are over 60 years of age, and the small 
number are below forty. Therefore the older men are running 
Table No. 38. 
Total 
Number 
345 
Pe;rcentage 60 
years of age 
or above 
30.6 
J:leroentage 
from 60 to 60 
years of age 
23.8 
Peroentage 
from 40 to 
60 yrs. of 
age 
26.8 
Peroentage 
under 40 
yrs. of age 
19.6 
This table gives the total number of ohuroh officers in 
the ohurches of the county and the percentages of officers 
of different ages. 
the ohurches. It is generally cons1dered that old peo,le 
are 810w to adopt new ideas. If this is true it may be the 
reason wh~ the ohurohes are elow to adopt new l~eas. Not 
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enough young men are officers to lead in new social move-
ments. Also, to make a ,lequate leaders at fort~. young men 
need to have training in earlier liie, but since so few 
young men are officers in the churches only few are receiv-
ing training for future leadership. 
:b1rom the evidence given" it appears that only a few 
church boards are doing efficient work. Twenty-two of the 
churches have boards which meet ' regularly, but forty-four 
church boards meet only when oalled together for some special 
purpose and three never meet , at all. b'orty of the boards. 
however, keep reoords of their meetings. The Baptists have 
regular business meetings once a month. Therefc»e with 
this denomination the boards meet at the time of the regular 
business meetlng of the whole churoh. But even tho the 
boards Of these Baptist Churches meet, the whole oongregation 
runs the business of the churoh. The Baptists have only 
one ohuroh in which the whole' oongregation does not run the 
business of the churoh. In only three of the ohurohes of 
this denomination do the members fail to show an interest in 
the business of the churoh by not atllending business meet-
ings. 
The situation is somewhat different with the other 
denominations. In only five of the Methodist ohurohes do 
the whole oongregations run the business of the ohuroh, 
while in ten the board does this work. The reports for 
two of the ohurches of this denominatlon say that nobody 
runs the business of the church. The members in eight of 
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the Methodist ohurohes show an interest in the ohurohes' 
business. In five of these eight, the members show their 
interest by attending business meetings, in one the interest 
is shown by "Common opinion," in one" Anyway," and in one 
"By at~ending and responding to demands." 
In eight of the Disoiples ohurohes the board runs the 
business, in four the whole oongregation, and in three the 
whole oongregation and the board. The members in nine of 
the visoiples ohurohes show an interest in the business of 
the ohuroh by "Attending business meetings and responding 
when oalled upon" and by "Being always ready to help." In 
six Of the ohurohes of this denomination the members of the 
ohurohes show no interest in the business of the ohuroh. 
Turning to the ~rimitive Baptist Churohes, it is found that 
the members in eaoh of the ohuroh organizations of this 
body run the business and show an interest in the business 
of the ohuroh by at~ending the business meetings. blrom the 
aocurate data whioh the Primitive Baptists appeared to give 
it seems that they keep their reoords more exaot than any 
of the other denominations. Three of the Holiness ohurohes 
are fun bJ the total membership. In all the Holiness 
churohes the members show an interest. ~he Holiness keep no 
records but depend entirely ~n memory. ~he wnole membership 
runs the business 01 the ohuroh 1n the Evangelioal, the 
Adventist. ana. one 0:( the ohurohes 0:( theChuroh Of Ohrist. 
From the reports in regard to the manner in whioh the business 
OX' the churches is run it apl'ears tnat the ohurches do not 
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carryon their work with a high s~andard of efrioiency. 
The ozricers oX the churchas are elected by ~he whole 
congregation in all the denom1nations~ One of the questions 
in the questionna.ire was. "What foroee play lihe largest 
part in the seleotion 01 O!!ioers?" ~he answers to this 
ques~ion were as rollows: - ",l!'i tness," IfNecessl ty." "Church 
loyalty," "Moral wur~h," "Could not rind ano~her," "Will-
ingness to serve," "Moral worth and will.ingness to serve," 
"iioral. worth and capaole," "Wealth and could not rind 
ano~her," ".I;eed," "Moral worth and :ravor1t1sm." "Best ohuroh 
had," and "Scriptura.l." The largest number or answers 
attributed the selection of orfioers to moral worth. tlOW-
ever. these answers show that if a person has any power 
to talk in public or has a "pull" in his partioular church 
he is liKely to be elected to an office on the churoh board. 
Therefore, under the presen~ system 01 selecting church 
oXXicers, the churches are very 11kely to lacK ef:rio1enoy 
1n their churcll boards. 
section 3: Church Finances 
Two chieX methods are used in raising money for the 
support of the churches. These two methods are -The ever,y 
member canvass" and -Subscr1~t10n." When the every member 
canvass 1s used. a oonsistant attempt 1s made to ask ever,y 
member of the onurcil to ma.iCea conlir1but10n to the support 
of the church. Assessments are made~~ some ohurohes but 
suoh oases are included under the 1;1lile u.!!Overy member oanvass.-
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The "Subsoription" ... method is not a oonsistant attempt 
to see every member and 88.k tnem to oonliribute', but only 
enough members may be visilied b.,f a oommittee to raise a 
given amount of money. ~he main di~~erenoe is linat line 
ft-~very memoer oanvass" is a business melinod and tne ot.aer 
is not. 
Tne Priwitive Baptist ohuroh, Holiness, and the Churoh 
of Christ all ·use a method whioh 1s different from either 
of the above. It 18 the pl"ao"loe in these three denomina-
tions for eaoh member to give what he wants to or Just 
what he "feels" like. ~e Adventist members give one tenth 
, 
of their inoome to ohuroh work. The amount of · money whiah 
" 
the members of the Catholio Church oontribute is a personal 
affair between the priest and the members. The report for 
the ~resbyterian ohuroh says that this ohuroh has"no method" 
tor raising the money with whioh to carryon work. 
The ~ other four denOminations, the Baptist, z.;ethodist, 
Disoiples, and Evangelioal, raise their money by the methods 
shown in table number 39. Two church organizations of the 
Methodist denOmination are not considered in this table. 
The report for one of the ohurohes says that the money is 
raised "any way to get it.w The method of the other ohuroh 
is to raise its money by suppers. Taole 3~ shows that the 
town churohes are adopting the every member oanvass as their 
method of railing money in greater proportion than either 
the churohes in the villages or the open oountry. Four of 
the five town churohes are using the every member canvasl, 
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Table !lo. 39. 
----------------------+---------------~------+---~-----------Town :V1J.J.age : Open Country 
--: :;Sub- .Ever1 
Subsorlp- :Ever~1' Member:Subsorlp- :Every Member: sorlp- :Member 
tion Canvass tion: Canvass :tion : Canvass 
1 . • 4 . • 9 
• 
• 
. 
o • 
2J. : J.6 
Thil:3 table e;i ves the number of di1°ferent ohurohes in 
the three different looations using the subscription and the 
every member canvass method for raising money_ 
while this method is being used by onJ.y three o£ the ~2 
v1~1a.ee ohurohes and J.6 or the 37 ohurohes in "the open oountry. 
Thus in these four denominations the churches of which ° ° are 
being oonsidered relative to thelr method of raising money, 
23 are using an up-to-date method and 31 are using the old 
method of subscription. 
A portion of the churches put the lotal amount of ~oney 
which they wish to raise in one budget und make onJ.y one can-
vass a year which oovers all the expenses for a ~Tear. Con-
sidering onJ.y the Baptist, llethodist, Disoiples, and EvangeJ.-
10al bodies it is found that 22 different organizations raise 
their money in one budget but 34 rai5the money for the 
different aotivities separately. Therefore each ohurch 
aotivity is taken oare of by a speotal oolleotion or the 
activity is negleoted. 
The Amount of Money Raised. 
It was impossible to find the total amount of money that 
is raised annually by all of the different denominations. 
Only the four denominations whioh were discussed in the pre-
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oeding pragraph keep any definite reoords. Also, it should 
be mentioned that the ?rimitive Baptists and the members of 
the Churoh of Christ do not believe in foreign missions. Thus, 
the data that a~~ given in table number 40 ate only for the 
four denominations whioh are mentioned in it. Also, the 
amount of money that is indioated in this table inoludes 
only the rQnning expenses of the ohurohes. A few of the 
ohurohes in the year preoeding the time the information was 
gathered had had building eXDenses but the amounts of money 
that the ohurohes spent in this manner is not given in table 
number 40. Also , the estimates in this table make no 
distinotions between the ohurohes whioh have one-half time 
preaohing and those whioh have preaohing servioes only onoe 
a month. With each denOmination the largest expenditure 
is in the town ohurohes. Also, the smallest expenditure 
for eaoh denOmination is in the ohurohes of open oountry. 
Thus, on the average,eaoh ohuroh of the village spends 
less than t~ose of the town but more than those of the open 
country. Considering all the denominations together, the 
town ohurohes have an average expenditure of t775.35, the 
village ohurohes ,363.92, and the ohurches of the open oountry 
$309.97. 
Table number 41 makes a oomparison between the anount 
oontributed on the average eaoh year by eaoh member to the 
churohes in the town, village, and open country. According 
to the findings as they are shown in table 41, eaoh member 
in the town ohuroh oontributes on the average eaoh year more 
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Table No. 40. 
h_ -- ..... _____ _ 
~-: --T~;~-------~-----v~iia;;----~-oP;~-C~~t;;---~-----T~~~i;-----
: : :l'otal: 
Total :Average : Total : Average: Total : Averaged'or each : Average 
: for each: : for each: : Ior : denomi-: for each 
: church : church : : each :nation: church 
. 
:: : church ; 
: : : : : : : :$ 
q :$1006.98:~1006.9b:$2341.29:$~20.~1:$5865.~5:~366.58:9283.62:400.59 
thodie t; 12 '10 " " : : : • 
h .00. 6~5.33: ~05.00: ~01.66: 2554.29: 212.B5:47~0.54:2'
l8.26 
4118 01 1 : . .Pea· 1600.00 .. · •  l· HUO.OO: 470.00: 23b.00: 3669.40: 333.58:57~9.40:382.62
 
~an . . 
. gel_ • . 
loal 740.00: 740.00: : 740.CO:740.00 
:~hellaea Of T.his ta.ble r;-i YeS the total amount of tnoJley srent lor the running 
\; ChUrch tIle chUrches of iihe diiie:cem; denol!linati ons and the averaee l
or 
in the ·towns. vilJ.a.gAA. and the open country. 
............. 
Table No. 41. 
---to 
------------
----t----------------+---------------t----------------~_: ~ : Villase : Open Country Totals 
tion . Total :A.vera.ge: :Average: :,Average: :Avera
ge 
~ : for : Total for: Total : for : Total: for 
. 
. 
: each : each : each each 
:member :member :member : member 
. . 
;~234l.29;$4.38 
905.00 : 
· 470.00: 2.90 
· 
· 740.00: 5.69 
· 
· :2399.29: 2.89 
· . 
· . 
:3669.40: 2.51 
· 
· 
· $ . 
· . :9031.64:~.55 
· 
· :4575.51: 'o).r/7 
. . 
. . 
:57'0)9.40: 3.04 
· 
: 740.00: 5.69 
Ot T . b . th the dlff iUI;l table shov/s the total amounts 01' mone~1 snent y the members 
d.l~ .OPen er;nt <1enominations in the churches of the towns. villaees. and 
l:erent °doun ~ry. and the averaee for each l11erJoer belong1ns to these 
enomlnatlons. 
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than either the members of the ohurohes in the villages 
or open oountry. Also,eaoh member of the village ohuroh 
makes a larger gift toward the expenses of his ohuroh t~an 
the members of the ohurohes .in the open oountry. It is in-
teresting to note that. -, on the average the members of the 
Methodist Churoh give more than either the members of the 
Baptist or Disoiples Churoh. However, the members of the 
Evangelioal ohuroh make larger contributions than the mem-
bers of any of the other ohurohes~ It might be added here 
that the members of the Evangelical Churoh reoeive muoh 
more in the way of preaohing servides and pastoral work than 
any of the other ohurohes in the oounty. 
It should be noted that the totals for the Baptist 
and the Methodist ohurches in the open oountr,v are different 
in tables 40 and 41. Table 40 gives the amount spent in 
running the churohea but table 41 gives the amount the 
members of the churohes oontribute toward the rnnning of · 
their ohur.ches. To explain, there are six of the Baptist 
ohurohes in the Open oountry which are reoeiving help from 
the assooiation to oarry on their looat work. These six 
reoei ve a total of i650 annually. Also two of the Methodist 
ohurohes reoeive outside help. One of these reoeives its 
help from an endowment b~t the data do not tell from what 
souroe the other one reoeives its aid. The total amount 
whioh these two ohurches reoei ve annually is ~165. The 
looation of all these chuTohes which are reoeiving help 
outside the ohurohe's own members oan be seen by referenoe 
to map number 6. Therefore, table number 41 gives the aotual 
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amount of money given to the local churches by their members. 
This table also gives the average oontributions for eaoh 
member in the ohurches of these four denominations. 
In Chapter V it was mentioned that seven churches in 
the oounty had preaohing twice ~ month. Three of these are 
in the towns and the remainder are in the open oountry. 
]lour of these seven are Baptist ohurohes. one is a Methodist. 
and two are ~isoiples. Table number 42. gives the total 
amount of money spent annually in keeping up these one-half 
time churches. the average spent ,on eaoh churoh, and the 
average oontributed by eaoh memb~r of these churches. 
Table No. 42. 
----------T-------~~-----~---------.-~--~-------------------
: Churohes in the Towns : Churohes in open Countrz· 
Denomina- : :Average:Average: . :Averag,: Iverage 
tion Total: for : for :Total : for : . for 
-: : eaoh: 'each: : eaoh : each 
Baptist 
llethodist 
, : : ohuroh:membe-r :ahuroh : member 
· - . . · . . 
· . e ' . , . 
· . '" . 
:el006.98:1006.98:i9.97 
· . . 
· . . 670;66: 670.66: 6.42 
· . . 
· . . 
· i··. ' ... . 
:1926.26:t624.08:$3.19 
· • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
. 
. 
· .. . . . . 
• • • • • • Disciples: 600.00; 800.00: 6.40 ·683.00: 613.00: 4.71 
· . . 
Totals ;$2377.64;t7~2.54;~7.56 
--------------------------------~----~-------~--------~----~~ This table gives the total amount, the :..~average for 
eaoh ohuroh, and the average for eaoh member1s expenditure 
in the one-half time ohurohes in the county. 
A oomparison of tables 41 and 42 will show that there is 
little differenoe in the expendituresof the members in the 
one-half and the one-fourth time churohes in the towns. ~e 
average expenditure of eaoh member for the up-~eep of all 
the ohurches of the towns is ~7.6Z. The average expendl-
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ture for each member of the one-half time churches in the 
towns is (7.55. In the open country churohes the case is 
different. i1he average amount of money spent by eaoh 
member of the churchs in the open country is ~;2. 90. but 
each member of the one-half time ohurohes in the open country 
oontributes ~~.48 annually. Since the study of the church 
finances is not a purely sooiologioal study, I shall leave 
off further comparis9ns in this line. 
Building Expenses. 
There were two new ohurches built within the past year. 
One of these new churohes, Red Rook, was built by the Metho-
dists and the other, Perche, was a union church built by the 
Baptists and the nisciples. This union ohurch cost almost 
t:O,OOO. 
When a ohurch building is ereoted praotioally all of 
the people of the oommuni ty in whioh tJleohuroh is to :.be 
built are asked to contribute towara the expense. Thus, 
I can see nc conclu~ions to be drawn from the ~ount of mone7 
that was eXpended in building and for building repairs. 
Therefore, I shall only give the amounts that the different 
denominations spent in this manner. 
~e buildil:Lg expenses were·· as follows: 
Other Expenses 
Baptist 
Methodist 
nisciples 
;3259.00 
2300.00 
3400.00 
Tab1e.number 43 shows ap~roximately the percentage of 
the total church e~enses whioh were expended for different 
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Table no. 43 
---------.--------~--------~--------~---------*--------------
:Peroent-:Peroent-: For :?eroent- :Peroentage 
Denomina-:age in :age for :Home :age Ior : for all 
tion :.L1inis- · :foreign :l'.lissiona :benevo- : other oauses 
: ter IS: missions: : lenoes ' .: 
:Salaries: 
· · 
· 
• 
Baptist 73 · 2 · 9 · 1 15 
· 
' . • 
. 
· · • • • Uethodist: 68 4 : 7 · 1 · 20 
· · 
Disoiples: 59 3 
· 
4 3 31 
· 
· • Evangel- 81 4 · 4 6 · 5 • • 
..toal 
· · · • • 
· 
· · • 
· Averages 69 3 · 8 2 · 18 
· · ----------------------------------------------~---------------~is table shows the peroentage OI the total ex-
penses of the ohurohes devoted to the different aotivities. 
oauses. The largest expenditure is that devoted to the 
ministers l salaries. ~he Disoiples 'have the lowest peroent-
age of their expenses devoted to that one oause, only 59 
per oent. The Evangelioals, on the other hand, use 81 
per oent. of the total expenditure for that purpose. With 
all the denominations the seoond largest amount of money 
used. in any one oause is for home missions. ;Che amount 
given to foreign missions is less than the amount given to 
home missions. The last oolumn of table number 43 gives 
the peroentage of the total amount of money spent whioh is 
devoted to inoidentals'r evangelistio meetings t and any 
other expenses whioh might arise. 
Before leaving the subjeot of finanoes, mention should 
be made of the number of pastors whose salaries were not paid 
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up to date at the time the survey was made. :I!'ive of the 
Baptist churches were behind with the preachers i salaries. 
The average for each church which was behind was $85. out 
of the 1'1 Methodist churches in the county nine were not 
paid up to date on the preachers I salaries. The average 
for each church which was behind was ~9. Three· of the. 
Disciples churches were behind. The man who gave ·me the 
information for one .of the Disciples churches did not know 
how much his church was behind on the preacher~s salary. 
However, the total amount which the other two were behind 
was {lS5. The Evangelical pastor was paid up to date. 
1'he minister of· the J.Jresbyteri&n. Church did not know whether 
. .
his " churoh was benind with him or not; since he did not 
know what his salary was to be- at that church. 
The total value of the churoh property in »oone· County 
is $136,100. oniy 17 of the churoh·buildings are irtad 
repair. 
Only six churoh buildings in the county are used by 
organizations other than the organizations towhioh the 
buildings belong. 
meet. 
In two bUildings the l!'armera' Clubs 
Twenty-nine ohuroh buildings have leotures but 40 do 
not:. 
Only a few of the church grounds are used for picnics, 
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but many of the churches use their grounds for a basket 
dinner onoe a year. 
Over 30 per oent. of the offioers of the ohuroh boards · 
are above 60 years of age, a nd only a little over 20 per 
oent. are under 40 years of age. 
In the majority of theohurohes the whole oongregation 
runs the business o~ the ohuroh. However, in a portion of 
the ohurohes the boards attend to the business of the ohuroh. 
The one force that plays the largest part in the seleotion 
of offioers is moral worth. 
The two chief ways of raising money in the Methodist, 
Baptist, Disoiples, and Evangelioal Churohes are the every 
member oanvass and subsoription. The other denominations 
have various methods. 
The tot8J. amoWlt of money expended annually in ru.nn1ng 
the ohuroheS of the county i8 $20,423.35. The average 
expense fo r eaoh ohuroh organization 1s t364.70. The 
average amount that eaoh me·mber of the ohurohes spends in 
the upkeep of the ohuroh is ~3.42. 
The largest propmrt1on of the money whioh· the ohurohes 
spend 1s for the preachers' salaries. 
CHAPTER VII. 
FACTORS CAUSING RURAL CHURCH DECADENCE 
Method 
The purpose of this chapter is to find the fac-
tors that are operating on the rural churches to cause 
their decline. In order to accomplish this purpose I 
have chosen twenty different churches which are used for 
study in this chapter. · All of these churches have had 
a decrease of membership of more than ten in the past ten 
years. The first part of this chapter is devoted to a 
general consideration of these twenty churches, but the 
second part is devoted to the study of individual cases 
most of which are among the twenty. That the reader 
may be better able to understand the discussion, the 
churches which are under consideration in this chapter 
will be named. Also their location is shown on map 
number two. The names, denominations, and location of 
these churches are as follows: 
Baptist: Sturgeon Town 
Ashland Village 
Hinton Open country 
Perche • • (Baptist in union 
Grand View • • church) 
Walnut Grove 
" • Sugar Creek • " 
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Methodist: sturgeon Town 
Hartsburg Village 
Ashland 
" Red Rook Open oountry 
Hebo 
" " Mt. Zion .. 
" Prairie Grove II " Union 
" .. (Methodist in 
union ohurch) 
Disciples: Ashland Village 
Fair West Open country 
Primitive 
Baptist: Rocky Fork .. 
" Presby-
terian: Deerpark 
" " Holiness: llurry Chapel 
" " 
Consideration 
These twenty churches have had a total decrease 
of 713 members in the last ten years. This makes an ave-
rage decrease of a little over thirty five for each churoh. 
Does the size of the church membership have &ny-
thing to do with the decline of the church? It may be 
that the larger churches have a tendency to grow larger 
and the smaller churohes to grow smaller. Eight of these 
churohes started ten years ago with 100 or more members 
and the remainder had less than 100. Since a smaller 
number o~hese ohurches had 100, or over, members than 
the number that had less than 100, size may enter in as 
a factor. 
Does the lack of a Sunday School mean that a 
church may decline? Thirteen of these churches have 
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Sunday Schools. but seven do not have. Two of these 
thirteen had just been organized a short time before 
the data were collected. Thus in only eleven of ~ the 
churches could the Sunday School have prevented decline 
and in nine the lack of a school may have contributed 
to the decline. It is interesting to note the charac-
ter of the schools which are in these churches. Three 
of these schools carryon their work only part of the 
year. This leaves only seven that do Sunday School 
work the full year. No school can do efficient work 
which runs only part of the year. Hence, only seven 
of these churches could have had efficient and func-
tioning Sunday Schools. Two of these schools use the 
graded literature. but none of them has had any teachers' 
training class. One Bchool has good equipment. The 
equipment consists of a library and seats of different 
sizes. This school 1s in one of the town churches. 
Five of the schools have socials. Three of these five 
are found in the town and village churches. I shall 
not give any more of the details in regard to these 
schools, but will only say that none of them in any way 
approaches the standard ~f efficiency as advocated by 
leaders in the Sunday Sohool work. 
The nine churches which have no schools started 
ten years ago with nine hundred members. and -the eleven 
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churches which have Sunday Schools had 933 members ten 
years ago. The nine churches have 257 fewer members 
than ten years ago, but the eleven which have the Sun-
day Schools have decreased 472 in membership. Putting 
these figures in percentages, it is found that the nine 
churches without Sunday Schools have lost only a little 
over twenty-eight percent. of their membership, but the 
other eleven which have the schools have had a decrease 
in membership in the last ten years of over fifty five 
per cent. Thus from this eVidence, . it would seem to 
appear that the Sunday School acts as a factor to cause 
church decline rather than the lack of the school caus-
ing decline. This conclusion is contradictory to evi-
dence that has been offered and to conclusions that have 
been drawn in previous chapters. No conclusion w11l be 
drawn regarding the influence of the Sunday School until 
these churches are examined in realtion to other factors 
that might act in spite of the school. Also it should 
be noted here that of the twenty eight churches which 
were indicated as declining in Chapter II, fourteen of 
them have no Sunday School. It was stated in Chapter 
III that twenty churches do not carryon this kind of 
work. Therefore, fourteen of the twenty churches which 
have no form of Sunday School work are found among the 
declining churches. 
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There are not enough young peoples' societies 
in the county to determine whether or not these organi-
zations are factors in church decline. Two of these 
twenty declining churches which are under consideration 
have young peoples' societies and both of these societies 
are efficient organizations. There are so few of these 
societies in the county, however, that it is not considered 
legitimate to draw any conclusions regarding their influence. 
The preaching service and the preacher are con-
sidered to be the two most important items in the life of 
the church. If they are, it is probable that the number 
of preaching services, and the number and type of preachers 
which a church has may have an influence in causing a church 
to decline or grow. It was mentioned above that seven 
churches in the county had one-half time preaching and 
one had full time. Two of the twenty churches have one-
half time preaching.· Thus five one-half time churches 
and the full time church are either growing or not show-
ing a gradual decline. Whether a church is strengthened 
by having one-half time preaching or more, or a church has 
more than one·fourth time preaching because it is strong, 
I am unable to say. 
The most important influence connected with the 
preaching service is the preacher. Does the number of 
preachers Which a church has had in the last five years, 
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or the number of years that the present pastor has been 
preaching for any particular church have any influence 
upon the growth or decline of the church? The ques-
, 
tionaire asked for the number of minieters which each 
church has had in the last five years and also the number 
of years which the present pastor has been preaching for 
each church. Therefore, it is necessary in drawing con-
elusions from data secured in answer to these questions, 
to assume that the practice ot the churches over a tive 
year period indicates the practice over the ten year period. 
To be a little more definite, if a church has had three 
preachers in the last five years,it is necessary to assume 
that this church has had six pastors in the past ten years. 
Two of the churches have no preachers at the 
present time. However, each of these two churches have 
nad preachers ' in the past five years. One of these is 
in town, Sturgeon, and the other is in the open oountry~ 
Locust Grove. Taking the eighteen ohurches that had 
preachers ' at the time the survey was made, it is found 
tha~ eight of them have had the present preacher only one 
year, five have had the present preacher only two years, 
three had the present pre.acher three years, one had the 
present preacher four years, and one had the present 
preacher eight years. The number of preachers that 
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have served the different churches have had only two 
preachers each, twelve have had three, and two have had 
five. It will be noted that all twenty churches are 
included in this last list. If the two churches which 
were without preacher had had one, there would have been 
fourteen churches that would have had three preachers 
in the past five years. Taking these fourteen churches 
under consideration in order to make comparisons, it is 
found that these churches started with a total membership 
of 1337, and have lost 472 in the ten years. The five 
churches that have had only two preachers in the last 
five years had a total membership of 451 ten years ago, 
but the membership has decreased 201 in that time. Thus 
the former group lost thirty five per cent of its mem-
bership and the latter group lost forty four per cent. 
From what has been Baid in the last three Bentencea, it 
appears that the more preachers that a church can have 
the greater the chance it has to prevent decline. How-
ever, one of the five churches, Kt. Zion, obvioualy owea 
its decline to the fact that its members have moved away 
and transferred their m~ber.hlp to other churcheB. Kore 
will be said later regarding this particular church. If 
this one church is not considered in the five and only 
four are used in making the Btudy, a different reault i& 
obtained. The four churches have lost only thirty one 
per cent. of their members. On the other hand, the 
churches which have had three preachers in the last 
five years, have lost thirty five per cent. of ~heir 
members in the last ten years. What has been said 
does not indicate that merely the changin~ of preachers 
causes a loss, but it means that the constantly changing 
of preachers does not give anyone preacher a chance to 
secure new members to take the place of those who die and 
move away. However, it seems that constantly changing 
preachers is a factor which causes churches to decline. 
This conclusion is not offered as an absolute fact, but 
the limited data which are at hand indicate that the 
conclusion is true. 
It is impossible to tell whether or not the 
educational status of the ministers has any influence 
which ~akes for church decline. It was impossible to 
secure the data regarding the educational status of all 
the preachers who are at present preaching in the county, 
and also the educational status of those who have preached 
in the county in the last tive years. 
Does the tact that a church has officers who 
are advanced in years indicate a declining church? One 
of the churches out of the twenty which are studied in 
this chapter, has ten ofticers, but the data collected 
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did not give their ages. Therefore, in trying to 
determine whether or not the age of the church officers 
is a factor which makes for church decline, only the 
reports of nineteen churches are used. These nineteen 
churches have a total of seventy seven officers of which 
forty six are above fifty years of age and thirty one 
under fifty. Putting these figures in percentages, 
over fifty nine per cent. of these church officers are 
above fifty years of age and only a little over forty 
per cent. are below fifty. .b'or the county as a whole, 
fifty four percent. of the church officers are above 
fifty years of age. The large number of men above 
fifty years of age who are on the church boards of these 
declining churches may indicate either a cause or a re-
sult; w~ich it is the writer is not able to say. 
If a glance is made at map number two the 
fact is patent that Boone County has too many rural churches. 
All of these twenty declining churches have two or more 
churches in a radius of four miles of the~. Two of these 
declining churches had two other churches in a radius of 
four miles, eight had three, nine had four and one had 
five. In come cases wher~ two or three churches are 
near together, all are declining. This is the case with 
the churches in the village of Ashland. Three churches 
are in that village and all three are declining. In 
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making the above estimates, regarding the number of 
churches in the radius of four miles the organizations 
that meet in the union churches were counted as so many 
different churches. Thus the Baptist organization which 
meets in the union building, Perche, is declining; the 
Disciples organization which meets in the same building 
is counted as a separate church in the four mile radius 
of the Perche Baptist Church organization. 
The large number of churches which have fami-
lies represented in their membership part of whom are in 
one church and part in another indicates the overlapping 
of church work. Fourteen of the twenty churches report 
that divided families are represented in their membership. 
Only six of these churches do not have families, part of 
whom belong to one church, and part to another. It is 
impossible to tell the number of families in the county 
who are divided in church membership; some families may 
have been counted two or three times in the survey. 
Do either good or bad roads cause churches to 
decline? Map number six shows the condition of the 
roads surrounding each church. Nineteen churches in 
the county are said to have bad roads surrounding them. 
Only five of the churches which report bad roads sur-
rounding them are included in the twenty churches which 
are under consideration. Seven of these twenty churches 
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have good roads and e1iht have roads that are only 
fair, surrounding them. Two of the churches whi~~ 
have the good roads surrounding them are in the towns 
and three are in the villages. There remains only 
two of the twenty churches which have good roads leading 
to them. The fact that a church has good roads leading 
to it now does not neoessarily mean that the good roads 
have been there for the last ten years. It 1s only re-
oently that the movement for good roads has taken a 
great stride. However, the data which is collected in 
connection with these twenty churches is not sufficient 
to draw any adequate conclusions regarding the influenoe 
of the roads on the churches. 
Following the study of the subjeot of roads and 
• 
their influenoe on the ohurohes il the study of the prioe 
of land which surrounds these twenty churches. Since 
the value of the land oould not act directly on the town 
churches, the two town churches are left out of considera-
tion in the. immediate study. Six of the twenty churches 
are in communities in which the value of land 1s $85 an 
acre, or above. Three of these six, however, are in the 
village of Ashland. 
The remaining twelve churches have land sur-
rounding them, the value ot which is as follows: -- One 
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surrounded by land valued at $80, one at $75, one at 
$65, four at $50, two at $40, and two at $30 an acre. 
When a summary is made it is found that eight churches 
have land surrounding them which is valued at $50 an 
acre or less. With the limited data which are at hand, 
the investigator can see no influence of the price of 
land on the decline of the churches. 
The decline of a portion of the churches is 
partially due to the movement of population. The ques-
tion~ire asked for the number of families and the num-
ber of young men who have moved away from each church in 
the last five years. The answers to these two questions 
were not given in the case of two of the twenty churche •• 
Hence, the conclusions which may be drawn are based upon 
the reports of eighteen churches. Six of the twenty 
churches have had no loss due to families or young men 
moving away from the church in the last five years. On 
the other hand, the remaining twelve have had a total 
loss of seventy seven families in the time stated. Only 
seven of the churches have lost young men. These seven 
have had a total loss of fifty seven members One church 
suffered a loss of twentyfoDr families and thirty one 
young men. It was stated in the first ohapter that the 
rural population of the county declined from 1900 to 1910. 
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Thus, if this decline of the rural population continued, 
it was a factor, as the data show, which operated on the 
churches to cause their decline. 
Are the churches financially able to carryon 
their work? The only data in hand from which to draw 
conclusions are the value of the best farm owned by any 
of the members in any given church and the number of 
automobiles owned by the members of the churches. The 
estimated worth of the wealthiest men in these twenty 
churches varies from $5000 to $70,000. Only four of the 
churches do not have a man in them who owns property 
valued at more than $10,000. Four of the churches have 
no members who own automobiles. '.L'he number of automo-
biles owned by the members of the declining churches is 
sixty four. One church has no member who owns an auto-
mobile, and its wealthiest member is worth $5000. This 
is the only church in the group of declining churches 
which may be affected by the lack of financial equipment. 
It is possible that the members in the churches Who are 
able to support the churches will not do it. However, 
there is no evidence on this question at hand, and it is 
impossible to say whether or not such is the case. 
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Soils Surrounding the Churches 
Does the type of soil which surrounds a church 
have anything to do with the growth or decline of the 
church? I shall leave this question unanswered until 
the twenty growing churches are studied in the next 
chapter. However, the type of soil which surround these 
churches will be given. Eleven are in the level prairie, 
four are in the river hills, three are in the rough hills, 
and two on the border between the rough hill land and the 
rolling prairie. 
The type of road that leads from the church 
to the town might have an affect on a church which would 
cause it to decline, but the evidence at hand is not 
sufficient to make any study in this regard. 
CASES: The explanations that are offered regarding the 
decline of these churches, are the most obvious, and the 
only factors that the investigator could find. 
Case Number 1. 
The membership of the Baptist church at Stur-
geon has decreased from 160 to 101 in the past ten years. 
The total loss within the past year was fifty two, all of 
whioh was due to dismissal. 
This ohurch has a good Sunday School. The 
enrollment in the Sunday Sohool is ninety two, and the 
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average attendance is forty fiTe. Twenty five per cent. 
of the church members attend the Sunday School. The 
school has outings, socials, and programs. Also it has . 
a fairly good equimpent. Two rooms are in the building 
which makes it possible to separate the Sunday School 
classes to some extent. There are also a library and 
seats of different size for the small children. 
The young people of the church have a society 
which is very efficient. The ladies of the church like-
wise have a Ladies' Aid Society which meets once a .eek. 
When the survey was made this church had no 
pastor. When it has a pastor employed it has preaching 
twice a month. Jlive reviTal meetings have been held by 
this church in the past five years with a total of twenty 
five additions. Two different preachers have served 
this church in the last five years. 
In the town of Sturgeon, the Catholics, .ethodist., 
and Disciples each have a church. Besides these four 
churches Yithwbite membership, there are two negro .churches. 
Thus the town of Sturgeon which has a population of six 
hundred and sixty three, accord1ng to the last oensus, is 
trying to support .1x dift.erent church organizations. 
From what has been said regarding the Baptist Church at 
Sturgeon, it is Ob.ious that two factors haTe operated 
to cause this church to dec11ae. These factors are the 
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irregularity of the preaohing servioe and the town of 
Sturgeon ·being ·over ohurohed". 
Case Number 2. 
The Kethodist Churoh at Sturgeon is a oase 
very muoh like that of the Baptist Churoh at the same 
plaoe. From 1906 to 1916, the total membership of 
the sturgeon Methodist Churoh dropped from one hundred 
and fifty six to sixty five. This ohuroh has a Sunday 
Sohool with an average attendanoe of thirty five. The 
building has only one room in whioh the olasses oan meet. 
The sohool has no library. 
This ohuroh has preaohing only onoe a month 
regularly and on fifth Sundays when a month happens to 
have, five Sundays in it. Within the last ten years, 
thi's ohuroh had preaohing twice : a month. In order to 
help another ohuroh organization, the Kethodist Churoh 
at Sturgeon, gave up one of its preaohins days eaoh month, 
and thus permitted its preaoher to hold servioes at the 
other ohuroh. The Methodist Churoh at Sturgeon pays 
.375 toward the preaoher's salary, but gets only slightly 
more than one-fourth time preaohing. This ohuroh has 
had three different preaohers in the last five years. 
The man preaohing for the ohuroh at the time the study 
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was made, was a student at Central College, Fayette, 
Missouri. He was born in England. 
In the last five years this church has had 
four revival meetings with a total of four accessions 
in these meetings. There seems to have been three 
factors which have operated on this church to cause 
its decline. These factors are the decrease in the 
number of preaching services each month, the practice 
of changing preachers, and the fact that the town of 
Sturgeon is "over churched". 
Case Number 3. 
Walnut Grove is a Baptist Church in Missouri 
Township three miles from the town of Rocheport. The 
membership of this church is fort, less than it was ten 
years ago. The church has a Sunday School with an en-
rollment of fifty, and an average attendance of thirty. 
However, only fifteen church members attend the Sunday 
School. The classes in the school are unorganized and 
do not have any separate socials. 'I'he equipment for 
the Sunday School is insufficient. The school has no 
library, adjustable seats, seats of different sizes, or 
any blackboards; but it has one map. 
The church has preaching services twice a month. 
The present pastor has been preaching for this church eight 
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years. The pastor lives in Columbia. He is not a 
graduate of any school, but has attended William Jewell 
College and the Southern Baptist Seminary at Louisville, 
Knetucky. 
This church uses efficient business methods. 
In the eight years which the present pastor has been 
preaching at this plaoe, his salary has always been kept 
paid up. 
The average value of the land in the surrounding 
community is $85 an acre. The roads whioh lead to the 
church are good. 
The Walnut Grove church is within three miles 
of Rocheport, where both the Disoiples and the Methodists 
have churches. Also, there is another ohurch in Howard 
Uounty which is witnin less than three miles of the Wal-
nut Grove ohuroh. Within the last five years five fami-
lies have mOTed away from this church. Thus nearness to 
Rocheport in which two churches are looated and the move-
ment of the population seem to be the two factors whioh 
have oaused this church to decrease in membership in the 
last ten years. 
Case Number 4. 
The Kt. Zion Methodist Church is in Rocky Fork 
Township. It is on the Hallsville Circuit and the preacher 
who ministers to this church lives in Hallsville. The 
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membership of Mt. Zion has deoreased from two hundred 
and twenty to one hundred and nineteen in the past ten 
years. This ohuroh has no Sunday Sohool or young 
peoples' sooiety. 
Churoh servioes are held in this ohuroh onoe 
a month. The-pastor is one of the most effioient in 
the oounty. whioh faot is further spoken of in the next 
ohapter. The ohuroh handles its finanoes in a business 
like way. The preaoher reoeives a salary of $300 from 
this ohuroh and he is kept paid up. 
There are many more faotors whioh might be 
mentioned and would be of interest but only two others 
appear to be oausing the ohuroh to deoline. In the 
first plaoe there are four other ohurohes within four 
miles of Mt. Zion. Also, twenty four families have 
taken their membership away from Mt. Zion in the past 
five years. Eleven of these families have gone to a 
town or oity. On the other hand, many of these fami-
lies who have taken their membership away from Mt. Zion, 
have transferred their allegienoe to the Methodist ohuroh 
at Hallsville and to Marvin Chapel whioh is also a Methodist 
Churoh. The Mt. Zion ohuroh was organized in 1835. It 
has been the mother ohuroh for both the Hallsville Methodist 
Churoh and Marvin Chapel, both of whioh are on the Halls-
ville Cirouit. 
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Cases Number 5, 6, and 7. 
The Baptist and Methodist Churches both have 
Sunday Schools, but the Disciples Church does not. The 
two schools are about the average schools; each has one 
or two picnics a year, both use the uniform literature, 
neither have any libraries, each has only one room in 
which the school meets, and the equipment, wuch as black-
boards and maps is inadequate. 
The Baptist church has a young peoples- society 
with an enrollment of forty and an average attendance of 
thirty. 
The Methodist preacher was a student of Central 
College at Fayette, Missouri, the Baptist preacher lived 
on a farm two miles from the village, and the Disciples 
preacher lived on a farm near Higbee in Randolph County. 
Each of the three churches have had three different 
preachers in the past five years. 
More could be said about these churches but 
further recital of details is useless. Hence, I shall 
try to point out the influences which have acted on 
these three churches causing their decline. Probably 
the constant changing of preachers has had some effect. 
Also, there are too many churohes in Ashland and the 
Ashland community. Besides the th2ee ohurches in the 
Ashland village, the New Salem Church, which is a strong 
Baptist church is only three miles north of Ashland, and 
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the Primitive Baptist Church called Liberty is only 
one mile Southwest of the village. The Primitive 
Baptist Church is also a strong church. Both Liberty 
and New Salem have members who live in the village of 
Ashland. 
Case Number 8. 
The Sugar Creek Baptist Church is in Missouri 
Township about one mile west of the village of Huntsdale. 
The membership of this church has decreased sixty in 
the past ten years. 
the past year. 
It had a net loss of six within 
The church had a Sunday School at the time 
the survey was made, but it had just been organized. 
Thus in the past ten years the Sunday School could have 
had no influence on the church. At present the church 
has preaching once a month. 
Columbia. 
lhe pastor lives in 
Within the last five years there has been one 
revival meeting each year, but there have been only a 
few additions. Within a radius of four miles of Sugar 
Creek, are four other churches. The average value of 
the land surrounding the chouch is $75 an acre. The 
roads leading to the church are bad. One of the four 
churches referred to above is a Baptist Church in 
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Huntsdale. The Huntsdale Baptist Church was founded in 
1902. Thus the roads leading to the church in Huntsda~ 
may be better than the roads leading to Sugar Creek. The 
Sugar Creek Church has had three preachers in the last 
five years. Thus, the factors that seem to be causing 
the decline of the Sugar Creek Baptist Church are the 
practice of constantly changing preachers, bad roads, and 
nearness to other churches. 
Case Number 9. 
The Red Rock Kethodist Church is fourteen miles 
northwest of Columbia and in Perche Township. As nearly 
as can be ascertained, Red Rock had one hundred and twenty 
members ten years ago, but at the present time it has only 
fifty. The church had just organized a Sunday School at 
the time the survey was made. 
This church has preaching service once a month. 
'.I.'he pastor who was preaching for the church at the time 
the study was made, lived in Columbia. He worked in a 
printing office to help make the living for himself and 
family. 
This church has had three different pastors in 
the past five years. During that time it has had three 
revival meetings and forty accessions at these meetings. 
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The report says, however, that only ten per cent. of 
these forty remain faithful at present. ~uring the 
year 1916, the Red Rock church organization built a 
new church building. 
The land in the surrounding community is valued 
at $30 an acre. The roads which lead to the church are 
only fair. In the winter, they become very bad. The 
land in the community is white oak clay so11. 
Four other religious organizations are carry-
ing on religious work within a radius of four miles of 
Red Rock. One of these is a Holiness . Church Body 
which was organized in the year 1916, and another one 
of these church organizations has about two hundred and 
fifty members. 
Therefore, the causes that are operating on 
this church and causing it to decline are the practice 
of constantly changing pastors, bad roads, and too many 
churches in the surrounding country. 
Case Number 10. 
Far West, a Descip1es Church in Burbon Town-
ship, has decreased in membership from one handred to 
sixty five in the last ten years. This church has no 
Sunday School or other church activity. 
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Preaohing serveoes are held at this ohuroh onoe 
a month. The man who preaohed for the ohuroh in the 
year 1916 was a harness maker. Hia home was in Centralia. 
There have been three preaohers in the employ of this 
ohuroh in the past five years. 
The land in the community near the churoh is 
valued at .65 an aore. The ohuroh building is within 
three miles of Sturgeon. Also, it is almost on a di-
reot line between Sturgeon and Centralia. Its nearness 
to these towns seems to be the one oause for its deoline. 
There are no young people in the ohouoh membership be-
tween the ages of twelve and eighteen. Therefore, the 
young people of this neighborhood must be going to the 
town churohes or at least going to the towns for their 
sooial life and leaving the Far West Churoh. 
Case Number 11 . 
Mt. Joy is a Desoiples Churoh whioh is six 
miles northwest of Columbia and in Kissouri Township. 
This ohuroh was not oounted among the twenty whioh were 
studied in the first part of this ohapter. Up until 
five years ago the Mt. Joy ohurch was disorganized for 
some time. Five years ago, the Reverend Pasley of 
Columbia, held a revival meeting in the ohuroh and had 
a large number of aooessions and as a result of the meet-
ing, the ohuroh was reorganized. Sinoe that time the 
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church had declined and at the present time has about 
forty five members. The preaching services in the 
past five years have been rather irregular. In the 
time stated there have been four different preachers 
serving in this church. 
The church has no Sunday School and it has 
had none since its reorganization. Three other churches 
are within three quarters of a mile of this declining 
church. The soil near the church is valued at about 
$40 an aere. Part of the roads leading to the church 
are good and a part are bad. However, it is within 
the last two years that any of the roads leading to 
this church have been improved sufficiently to be 
called good. 
Two prominent causes have operated on the Kt. 
Joy Church to cause its decli_e. These are the con-
stant changing of preachers which has caused a disagree-
ment among the members and the large number of churches 
in a radius of four miles. 
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SUMMARY 
I Since the study in this chapter is an attempt 
to discover the factors that are operating on the churches 
and thus causing them to decline, the summary will only 
be an enumeration of these factors. The factors that 
I have decided definitely are operating in the decline 
of churches are: 
1. The large number of churches in the county. 
2. The practice of constantly changing preachers. 
3. The movement of the population away from 
the rural communi ties. I 
The factors that may be operating are: 
1. Type of soil. 
2. Type of Roads. 
3. Lack of a Sunday School. 
CHAPTER VIII 
FACTORS WHICH MAKE FOR CHURCH GROWTH 
This chapter is taken up with a discussion of 
twenty churches which have made an increase of ten or more 
members in the last. ten years. Its object is to determine 
as nearly as possible the factors which are operating on 
the church€s to make for church growth. These twenty 
churches have been selected regardless of their denomina-
tional affiliations. The n~ber twenty was not taken 
arbitrarily but it happens that practically this number of 
churches in the county show a distinct increase and because 
they 40 show a distinct increasetheae churches are used 
for study in this chapter. 
The chapter is divided into two parts. just as 
the previous chapter was. The first part of the chapter 
discusses these churches as a whole and the second part 
singles out particular churches and studies them. The 
denomination. name. and location of these twenty growing 
churches are as follows: 
Baptist: Huntsdale Village 
KcBaine • 
Harrisburg • 
Kt. Pleasant Open country 
New Salem • • 
Prairie Grove • • 
Baptist : -
Methodist: 
Disciples: 
Primitive 
Baptist: 
Holiness: 
Nashville (Hamlet) 
Little Bonne Femme 
Perseverance 
Open country 
.. .. 
.. .. 
Hallsville Village 
Marvin Chapel(Hamlet) Open country 
Fair View ... 
Rocheport 
Harrisburg 
Ariel 
Friendship 
Perche 
Goshen 
Hatton Chapel 
Town 
Village 
Open country 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. 
.. (Hamlet) 
.. .. 
The location of all of these churches is shown 
on map number 2. It was noted in an earlier chapter that 
the village churches were growing in greater proportion 
than either those in the towns or the open country. Here 
then, it is interesting to note that six of these twenty 
growing churches are in villages. On the other hand, only 
three of the churches which were discussed in chapter seTen, 
were in the villages. Also, two of the churches mentioned 
in the preceding chapter are in town, while only one of 
the twenty which are being studied in this chapter is in 
town. 
Taking these churches collectively, it is found 
that none of them has gained less than thirteen members, 
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but one has had an increase of one hundred in the ~t 
ten years. The total-membership of these twenty ch~ches 
ten years ago was 1529. At the present time the total 
membership is 2309, which makes a gain of 780 or fifty-
one percent. 
thirty-nine. 
The average gain for each church is 
Do the larger churches necessarily gain faster 
than the smaller ones? Only seven of these twenty 
churches had more than one hundred members ten years 
ago. The reader will recall the fact that eight of 
the ·twenty.declining churches had more than one hun-
dred members ten-years ago. Thus from the comparison 
of these two groups of churches one must not condlude 
that because a church has a large membership it will 
necessarily grow, nor is it logical to conclude that 
a small church must decline. 
Whether the Sunday School contributes to the 
growth or decline of a church was left an open question 
in the previous chapter. . With the data on these twenty 
growing churches at hand the question oan be more ade-
quately solved. Seventeen of these twenty growing 
churches have sunday Sohools. However, one of these 
seventeen had organized only a short time before the 
survey was made. Therefore, the Sund~ Schools could 
have affected only sixteen of the twenty churches. The 
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four churches which have had no Sunday Schools, during 
the ten years. Perseverance, Goshen, Hatton Chapel, and 
Ariel, have made a gain of seventy-three per ·cent. from 
1906 to 1916. Those which have had Sunday Schools 
have gained only fifty one per cent. in the same period. 
'J.'he four churches which have made such tremendous gains 
have done so thru the revival meeting. It is rather 
significant to note the location of these four churches. 
Two are in the rough hill land with its limestone and 
clay soil, one is on the border between the rough hill 
land and the prairie, and the other is in the river hills. 
Thus all four of these churches which have no Sunday 
Schools and have made large gains in their membership 
have members in white oak and hilly land. 
These sixteen Sunday Schools are rather et-
ficient. Only eleven of the churches which were de-
clining had Sunday Schools and as was shown these schools 
were not efficient on the whole. When the fact that 
sixteen growing churches have Sunday Schools and the fact 
that only eleven of the declinign churches have schools 
the only conclusion that may be drawn is that the Sunday 
School is a factor which makes for church growth. Aleo 
it will be remembered that the eixteen Sunday Schools 
are more efficient as a whole than the eleven. An 
explanation may be euggested here for the large increase 
in the four churches which have had no Sunday Schoole. 
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All of these four churches are in the hills or near them. 
The old tradition of the -big- revival meeting seems to 
persist. From personal observation and work with one 
of these four churches, I know that many members of this 
particular church do not think that it is at all necessary 
to have a Sunday School in the church. On the other hand 
these same people -glory- in the revival meeting and look 
forward from one meeting to the next one, anticipating 
the good time that is coming. (Also it may be of interest 
to the reader to know that these same people want to hear 
the same things preached that were preached twenty years 
ago faith, repentance, and baptism.) The ideao! 
education in religion has not been accepted by the people 
who are members of these four churches. One of these 
churches, Goshen, which is a Primitive Baptist vhurch, 
openly professes to disbelieve in the Sunday School. 
The growing churches have fewer preachers and 
keep their preachers longer than the declining churches. 
The length of time which the present pastors of the 
churches have been preaching is as follows: 
One church, Goshen, has had the present pastor 
fifteen years. 
Four churches have had their present pastor four 
years. 
Four have had their present pastor three years. 
Five have had the present pastor two years. 
Six have had the present pastor one year. 
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From these facts, it may be seen that one 
of the twenty growing churches has had only one preacher 
in the last five years. Also, fourteen have had only 
two, and five have had only three. It will be recalled 
that the declining churches have had more men preaching 
for them in the last five years than has just be in-
dicated for the growing churches. One of the declining 
churches had kept its present pastor eight years, five 
churches had had two preaohers in the last five years, 
twelve had had three, and two had had five different 
pastors in five years. From this comparison the faot 
is obvious that one factor that makes for church growth 
is the long pastorate. Before leaving this subject, 
it should be mentioned that none of these ohurohes is 
without a minister and that two of them haTe preaching 
twioe a month. 
The next study of interest regards the church 
offioers. The number of church officers which one of 
these twenty churches has was not given in the question-
aire which was filled out for that particular church. 
The nineteen churohes for which data are at hand re-
garding the offioers have a total number of one hundred 
and five. Fifty-six of these offioers are fifty year. 
of age or above, and forty-nine are under fifty years. 
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This means that only a little OTer fifty-three per cent. 
of the officers in these twenty growing churches are 
fifty years of age or above. In the twenty declining 
churches a little over fifty-nine per cent. of the 
church officers were fifty or above. From this evidence, 
it would appear that one factor which makes for church 
growth is young officers in the church. However, it 
may be that the officers in the delcining churches are 
older than those in the growing churches because the 
declining churches do not have young men from whom they 
may select. 
Do the communities in which these growing 
churches are located have as many other churches as do 
the communities in which the declining churches are? 
A few o~hese communities have more churches than a por-
tion of the communities in which the declining churches a 
are found. The number of churches which might inter-
fere with the work of these twenty churches under con-
sideration are shown in the following tabulation: 
Five churches have only 1 church in a radius ot tour miles. 
On. church has only 2 churches in a radius ot tour miles. 
Six churches have 
Three churches • 
One church haa 
One church has 
One church has 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • .. 
• • • 
• .. • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
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From the above summary it appears that a 
few of these growing churches, more than a similiar 
portion of the declining churches are crowded by other 
churches. Thus in spite of ·over churching" a portion 
of the churches will grow. However, five of the grow-
ing churches have only one other church in a radius of 
four miles. All of the declining churches have more 
than one church in a four mile radius. Therefore, with 
a portion of the growing churches at least freedom from 
competition with other churches in the community helped 
to facilitate their growth. 
The condition of the roads which surround 
these churches is almost the same as the condition of 
the roads which lead to the declining churches. Five 
of the growing churches have bad roads leading to them, 
three have fair roads, and twelve have good roads. 
Thus the same number of growing and declining churches 
have bad roads leading to them. Five more of the 
growing churches have good roads leading to them than 
the declining. Or the twelve growing churches which 
have good roads leading to them, seven are in the towns 
and villages. Five of the growing churches which are 
in the open country have good roads leading to them 
and two or the declining churches Which also are in the 
oepn country have good roads. From the data which are 
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at hand from which conclusions may be directly drawn, 
it does not seem that the condition of the roads has a 
great deal to do with churoh growth or decline. More 
is said, however, in regard to the roads on page 146 
in thi s chap ter • 
The next study which 1s of interest is that 
pertaining to the price of land near the growing churches. 
Since one of the growing churches is in town it is left 
out of the study on the prioe of land. Th:e other nine-
teen churches are surrounded by land the price of which 
is given in the following tabulation: 
Four churches surrounded by land valued at '85 an acre 
One church " " " " " tao " " 
Three churches 
" " " " " '75 " " 
Three Churches " " " 
II 
" $60 II " 
One church " " " " " $55 .. .. 
Six churches II .. II .. " $40 .. " 
When a comparison is made between the price of 
land which surrounds the growing churches and the price 
of land in the communities of the declining churches, it 
is rather striking to find that the price of land on the 
whole is higher in the communities of the declining churchee. 
Six of the declining churches are surrounded by land the 
price of which is $85 an acre or above. On the other 
hand, only four of the growing churches are in communi-
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ties which have t the same value of land. The same number 
of churches in both groups have land surrounding them 
which is valued at $55 or below. Before drawing any 
conclusion regarding the affect of land value on the 
churches the number of automobiles which are owned by 
the members who belong to the two groups of churches will 
be given. The number of automobiles owned by members of 
the twenty churches is forty-eight, while the number 
owned by the members who belong to the twenty declining 
churches is sixty-four. Six of the churches which are 
growing have no members who own automobiles. From the 
figures that have been given in regard to the price 
of-. land which surrounds the two groupe of churches and 
the number of automobiles which are owned by the members 
of both the declining and growing churches, it appears 
that the higher the price of land and the greater the 
number of automobiles owned by the members of a church, 
the greater the chance for the rural church to decliBe. 
Thus it seems that the wealthier the farmers the larger 
the number of automobiles they have and that as a result 
the farmers leave their home church to decliBe and &0 to 
some other attraction. The number of automobiles may 
indicate also better roads. The above is offered as 
a tentative explanation: not as an absolute conclusion. 
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The one fact recorded in a previous chapter that con-
tradicts the above is that most of the reports say 
that the automobile has increased the church attendance. 
This, however, may be merely an assumption. 
It was stated in the last chapter that the move-
ment of the population had been as serious factor in 
causing churches to declien. The twenty declining 
churches which were studied in chapter seven have had 
seventy-seven families to move away from them in the 
last five years. However, the churches which have 
shown an increase in membership have had eighty-three 
different families to move away from them in the past 
five years. Also, seventy-three young men have left 
the growing churches in the last five years, while 
only fifty-seven have left the declining ones. It 
might be interesting to note here the mumber of mem-
bers which each group had ten years ago, if the reader 
should desire to make comparisons. The twenty declining 
churches had a total of 1833 members and the twenty 
growing churches had 1529 members ten years ago. The 
fact that more families and more young men have left 
the growing churches than have left the declining churches 
indicates that the growing churches are reachlngthe people 
and inducing them to become members of the churches. On 
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the other hand, the figures indicate the fact that the 
declining churches lose their members and are unable 
to fill the places of those who drop out. The only 
explanation which the writer has to offer for this fact 
is that the growing churches are reaching the people 
thru the Sunday Schools. 
The types of soils which are in the vicinities 
of the twenty declining churches was given in chapter 
seven. 
follows: 
These twenty growing churches are located as 
Six are in the river hill land. 
Two are in the Rolling prairie. 
Five are in the level prairie. 
Seven are in the rough hill land. 
When a comparison is made between the growing 
and declining churches it is found that only seven of 
the declining churches are in the rough and river hill 
land, while thirteen of the growing churches are in 
these two types of hill land. Also eleven of the'de-
clining churches are in the level prairie. while only 
five of the growing churches have the same type of land 
surrounding them. It should be added that two of the 
churches which are growing and are counted in the group 
of those located in the level prairie are near the border 
of the rough hill land. lhe location of these two 
groups of churches, that is the declining and the grow-
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ing churches. and the type of soil which surrounds 
them is given on may number 8. 
Two explanations may be offered the fact 
that the churches of the level prairie land are declin-
ing and the churches of the rough and river hill lands 
are growing. The first is that the farmers of the 
prairie are moving away and others are not taking the 
place of those who leave. Ihus the farms of the prairie 
are becoming larger. In the hill land the farmer leaves. 
but another one moves in to take the place of the one who 
left. Thua. aocording to this explanation. the popula-
tion of the prairies is decreasing but the population 
of the hill land is remaining stationary or increasing. 
The United States Census report does not verify this 
explanation. Bourbon Towns~ip which is covered pri-
marily by prarie land. and Perche Township which is covered 
by rough hill land show a similar decline in population 
from 1900 to 1910. The second hypothesis which may be 
offered as an explanation is that the declining churches 
have more automobiles and are on the better road, and as 
a result. those who own automobiles ga to other places 
than the rural church. The latter explanation is not 
substantiated by the local reports regarding the effect 
of the automobiles on the church attendance. Of the 
declining churches. twelve reports say that the automo-
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bile has had no effect upon church attendance, three 
reports claim that the automobile has decreased the 
church attendance, one answer claims that the automobile 
helps attendance and one questiinaire was not filled 
out in answer to the question regarding the effect of 
the automobile on the attendance. In the case of the 
growing churches, nine of the reports claim that the 
automobile has had no effect, four that it hindered 
attendance, six that it helped and one that the auto-
mobile increased the morning attendance, but decreased 
the attendance at the evening services. After weighing 
all the evidence which might bear on problems of the 
large number of declining churches in the prairie land, 
the writer, can see only one explanation: the roads 
are better on the prairies, there are more automobiles 
than in the hilly land and as a result of these two fac-
tors, the farmer does not go to his nearby church, but 
goes to other places on Sunday. 
CASES 
Case Number 1. The New Salem Baptist Church is in 
Cedar Township, two miles north of the village of Ashland. 
The membership of New Salem has grown from two hundred and 
fifty-six to three hundred and s1.teen in the last ten years. 
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The net gain in membership in the last year was twenty. 
The church has a large Sunday School which 
ninety per cent. of the church members attend. All 
the classes in the Sunday School are forced to meet in 
one room, there being only one room in the building. 
The Sunday School has a well selected library which is 
valued at tlOO. The separate classes ot this Sunday 
School have socials. The young people meet together 
and have candy pullings and picnic8. 
New Salem has preaching services twice each 
month. The present pastor is G. W. Hatcher of Columbia. 
Reverend Hatcher is about seventy-one years of age. He 
has been one of the leading preachers in this part ot the 
state for his denomination. At one time he was pa8tor 
of the Baptist Church in Columbia. 
The roads leading to the church are good. 
The gravel road which leads trom Columbia to Ashland 
passes this church. The land in the New Salem com-
munity is valued at tlOO an acre. 
New Salem has had tive revival meetinga in 
the last tive yeara. The exact number of acceasiona 
at theae meetings was not known. However. the pastor, 
who has been preaching for this church tor the past tour 
years, said that one hundred per cent. ot those who had 
become church membera came trom the Sunday School. 
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The factors that have contributed to the success 
of this church are: a strong and efficient Sunday School, 
a long pastorate with an efficient minister, and a pros-
perous community in which the traditions which bind men to 
the church are strongly intrenched. 
Case Number 2. The Baptist Church in the village of 
Huntsdale was organized in 1902. During the last ten 
years its membership has increased from thirty-three to 
seventy-two. The church has a Sunday School only dur-
ing eiiht months of the year. This practice of having 
Sunday School only a part of the year is probably due 
to the bad roads which surround the village and the fact 
that the people of that community are not in the habit 
of carrying on Sunday School 4uring the winter season. 
The Sunday School is not very efficient. 
There are three other churches which are in 
a radius of four miles of Huntsdale but no j.other one 
is in the village. This church has preaching once a 
month. The present pastor is G. W. Hatcher. He has 
been preaching for this church the last four years. 
Just at this place, 1 t mlgh't be well to recall the fact 
that the Sugar Creek Baptist Church which is only a mile 
west of Huntsdale is declining. 
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The two factors which seem to be contributing 
to the growth of the Huntsdale Baptist Church are the 
long pastorate and the location of the church in a vil-
lage where there are no other churches. 
Case Number 3. The Nashville Baptist Church is lo-
cated near the central part of Cedar Township. This 
church's membership has increased from one hundred and 
forty-four to two hundred and sixteen in the past ten 
years. The church has a Sunday School, but the school 
seems to be inefficient except in the average attendance. 
All the factors which do not appear to bear 
on the success of the church are ommitted in this dis-
cussion. The church has preaching services twice a 
month. The home of the pastor Reverend Chevins, is 
within two miles of the church. This is the church 
in which the pastor was reared. He has been preaching 
for this church for three years. Reverend Chevins is 
forty-two years of age. He is a graduate of the Univer-
sity High School at Columbia and has done one year of 
college work in the University of Missouri. 
There is only one other church in a radius of 
four miles of Nashville. Bethel is the name of the 
church and it 1s almost the full four miles from Nashville. 
fhe same pastor serves both churches. 
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The two reasons for the success of the Nashville 
Church are that the preacher lives near the church and 
there are no other churches in the immediate community 
to hamper the work at this church. 
Case Number 4. lhe Baptist Church in the village of 
VcBaine has increased its membership from twenty-five 
to seventy-five in the last ten years. The first 
church established in McBaine was in 1901. It was a 
union church when it was established. All the denomi-
nations except the Baptist have ceased to hold services 
there. The Baptist organization at the place is liberal 
and the people of other faiths in the community cooperate 
with them and help carryon the work of the Baptist 
organization. 
In can not be said that the Sunday School is 
either efficient or absolutely inefficient. It runs 
twelve months in the year, but does nothing for the 
purpose of ministering to the social life of the people 
in the community. 
Reverend Chevins preaches at the VcBaine 
Baptist Church once a month. He has been preaching for 
this church four years. Since he took charge of the 
work, the church has ceased to receive financial help 
from the Little Bonne Femme Baptist Association. 
-!78-
radius. 
Three other churches are in the four mile 
The closest one of these three is the one 
at Huntsdale. The other two are far enough away that they 
do not interfere with the work in McBaine. 
This church is far enough from any town that 
the influence of town does not handicap the work. The 
closest town is Columbia, but it is nine miles from McBaine. 
Apparently, the three factors which have con-
tributed to the growth of this church are the long pas-
torate, the relative isolation from the influence of other 
churches, and the distance from town. 
Cases Numbers 5 and 6. The Hallsville Methodist Church 
and Marvin Chapel, which is also a Methodist Church, lo-
cated in the hamlet known as Brown's Station have both 
made a rapid growth in the past ten years. The member-
ship of the former has increased from eighty-five to one 
hundred and eleven, and that of the latter has increased 
from thirty-five to seventy-three. Both of these churches 
are efficient. The average attendance in the Hallsville 
Church is seventy, and that in Marvin Chapel is fifty-five. 
Both of these echools are using graded literature, either 
in part of the classes or in all. Also, picnics are given 
The Hallsville school by workers in both of the schools. 
has a library which is valued at t50. 
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Each of these organizations has preaching ser-
vices once a month. The pastor is F. R. Hanes. He is 
a graduate of EBntral College and has done two years of 
graduate work at the University of Missouri. He has 
been preadhing for these two churches for the past three 
years. 
A Farmers' Club meets in each one of these 
buildings. Three churches are in a radius of four miles 
of the Hallsville Church, but there is only one church 
near Marvin Chapel. In the last chapter, the decrease 
in membership of the Mt. Zion Church was attributed to 
the fact that many members moved their membership. 
Marvin Chapel and the Hallsville Methodist Church were 
the two churches to which many of these members of Ut. 
Zion Church moved. Hallsville Kethodist Church and 
Marvin Chapel are among the best working churches in the 
county. 
The success of these two churches is due to the 
long pastorate of Reverend Hanes, who is very efficient. 
He has lived on the circuit and thus supplied leadership 
and enthusiasm for the churches. Also Marvin Chapel 
may owe a portion of its success to the fact that only 
one other church is near it. Also the liberal attitude 
regarding the use of the church by the Farmers' Clubs 
has probably contributed to the growth of both churches. 
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Case Number? The Goshen Primitive Baptist Church has 
grown from two hundred to two hundred and forty in the 
last ten years. It is located among the river hills 
in Cedar Township, in a little hamlet called Wilton. 
B. F. ~uerry, whose home is at Tibbets, has 
been preaching at Goshed for fifteen years. Only one 
other church is near Goshen. Goshen was established 
in 1833. Goshen has no Sunday School. 
The growth of the Goshen Church is probably 
due to the lack of ther churches in the community, to the 
long pastorate of one man and its location among the river 
hills where tradtitions tend to persist. 
Case Number 8. The Holiness Church known as Hatton 
Chapel has grown from a church of twenty-five members 
to a church of fifty members. This church has no 
Sunday Schools or other church activities. The present 
pastor has been preaching only one year, but the church 
has had only two pastors in the last five years. 
It should be noted that Hatton Chapel is about 
eight miles· northwest of Columbia and is located in the 
rough hill land. It is the practice of this church to 
have a revival meeting annually. The members of this 
church enjoy the revival and the emotional type of re-
ligion. A few of the church members often shout during 
the revivals. 
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The success of this church seems to be due to 
the fact that the people of the Hatton Chapel community 
enjoy the emotional type of religion. 
Case Number 9. The Red Top Disciples Church is about 
one-half mile west of Hallsville. This church is not 
included among the twenty growing churches for reasons 
which are given immediately. It is presented, however. 
as a successful church. 
A church known as Red Top was organized on 
the site of the present Red Top Church in 1822. Up 
until 1914 this church hadb been dominated by the element 
in the Disciples Church commonly known as the "Antis". 
These people call themselves The Church of Christ. At 
that time, G. D. Edwards, Dean of the Kissouri Bible 
College, held a meeting at this place and at the same time 
a preacher of the Church of Christ held a meeting. One 
of the preachers would hold his services at one hour and 
the other at another in the same church building. The 
result of this opposition was that the organization was 
broken up. The faction known as the Church of Christ 
was given a sum of money by the other faction with which 
they build a new church about a quarter of a mile from the 
old building. The faction known as the Disciples Church, 
then reorganized in the old building with about two hundred 
members. 
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At the present time the Disciples Church is 
doing especially efficient work. In the last year, 
it has had a net gain of twenty-five members. The Sunday 
School is very efficient with an average attendance of 
eighty. Preaching services are conducted once a month 
by Reverend G. D. Edwards. During the last year this 
church instituted the budget system as a method of raiSing 
its money. By the use of this system, this church raised 
for the year $1204.43. 
The factors which have made this church a 
success are the efficient leadership of G. D. Edwards 
with favorable conditions surrounding and traditions of 
loyalty to this church in the community. 
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this chpater has been to dis-
cover the factors that are operating on the growing 
churches to make for church growth. From the analysis 
of the facts as they relate to the twenty growing churches, 
the factors that are contributing to the growth of the 
rural churches in Boone County are: 
1. In amny instances there are only one or two churches 
in a community. 
2. An active Sunday School should be in operation. 
3. The minister located with his work and holding the 
pastorate for several years induces success in the 
church. 
4. An efficient pastor must always be with the church. 
5. Location of the church in the hill land may cause growth. 
There are probably other factors acting here, such as 
good roads and the lack of automobiles. 
6. In a few cases the church being a distance from town 
has contributed to its success. 
CHAPTER IX 
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 
It was stated in the introduction to this thes~ 
that the purpose of this study was to determine the status 
of the rural churches in Boone County, and if possible 
find what the factors are which are making tor rural growth 
or decline. In addition to these two purposes it is hoped 
that the investigator, OQt of his study, m~ suggest methods 
for the improvement of the rural churches. 
By way of conclusion there are a tew facts 
which should be summarized. Boone County has seventy-
one different religious organizations, and sixty-nine 
ditferent chu~ch buildings in which these religious or-
ganizations meet. The churfhes which are in the villages 
are on the whole making the greatest gains. Thi~ty- six 
per cent. ot the rural population of the county are identi-
fied with some church body. 7ifty-eight per cent. ot the 
membership of the churches are active. J'rom fifty-five 
to sixty per cent. of the churches in the county are de-
creasing in membership or merely standing still. When a 
church is atandlngst1ll it is ' 1n a lood condition W decline. 
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The chief causes of the decline of the churches 
are as follows: 
1. Boone County has too many churches. It was stated 
above that there were sixty-nine different church buildings 
and seventy-one separate religious organizations in the 
county. Thus there is one church in this county for 
every ten square miles of rural territory. In fact there 
is one church for a little less than every ten square miles. 
A few communities have three or four churches or more 
where one would adequately do the religious work. 
2. The Sunday Schools are not adequately supported 
especially by the members of the churches. Only about 
twenty per cent. of the church members of the county 
attend Sunday School. It was especially noticeable that 
the declining churches had no Sunday School. or the school 
was inefficient. Forty-nine Sunday Schools are in opera-
tion in the county. Five·of these are union. 
3. The practice of eonetantly changing pastors is a 
bad practioe for any church. The churches which keep 
their pastors longest. and therefore have fewer. ahow 
a distinct ad~antage over the churches which are con-
stantly changing ministers. The pastors of the churchea 
in this county have a fairly high eduoational average. 
Only three of the pastors live with the churches for which 
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they are preaohing. The ohurohes whioh have looated 
pastors show on the whole more effioient work than the 
other ohurohes. 
4. The pastor living away from his ohurch permits the 
churoh to deoline. He cannot give adequate time to his 
church work. 
5. Apparently the coming of the automobile together with 
prosperity is causing the churches to deoliae. Kembers 
of the rural churches seem to find other places to go on 
Sunday. 
On the other hand the forces whioh are causing 
the churches to increase in membership are almost the 
opposite of those whioh have been causing the churches to 
decline. The faotors that are helping the churches to 
increase their membership are as follows: 
1. A few ot the churches are relatively iaolated trom 
other churohes aad as a result they are increasing in 
membersh1p. 
2. In a portion of the churohes the Sunday School 18 
helping the church to increase. The school should take 
the palce of the revival meeting. It i8 the oonviction 
of the investigator based on the intormation which i8 
given in chapter tive, that the revival meetings can al-
most be d1spenced with if the Sunday Sohool is properly 
supported and oarried on. The Sunday School does not 
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only secure members for the church, but it helps to keep 
the members faithful to the church. 
3. The keeping of efficient ministers over a period of 
several yyears facilitates the growth of the church. The 
minister especially needs to be located with the church. 
The one solution for the country church problem 
is for efficient ministers to move to the country. Some 
of the preachers who are serving the churches of this 
county are drawing $1000 to$1200 a year from the churches 
in this county. These preachers are living in the town. 
They need to move to the country and help ·the farmer in 
his home, in his farming, and act as a leader in all 
community activities that are uplifting. There are 
very few churches that co'uld support a minister full time, 
~ tae 9AuroheB that eelo&:J.4 e'tt"el't a minie,e!' ftlll time, 
but the churches could be grouped and the preacher could 
live with his group. By the preacher grouping his 
churches and moving to the country, he could be a great 
factor in bringing the churches together and in that way 
make fewer churches. 
Fifteen churches would furnish adequate religious 
training for the total rural population of Boon County. 
Map number 9 shows how these fifteen might be arranged. 
This number could be distributed in such~1. a manner that no 
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person would have to go more than three and one half 
to four miles to a church. Thus there would be a church 
for every forty-nine square miles of rural territory. 
Enough money is being spent on preachers' salaries to 
pay fifteen preachers a little over .1100 a year. If 
the churches were arranged in the manner suggested and 
the present amount of money paid to located ministers, 
the churches would undoubtedly do more efficient work 
than the seventy-one different religious organizations 
are doing. Under the present system the churches are 
spending much money and getting little in return. One 
example of the large waste will be given. The Baptist, 
Methodist, and Descip1es Churches, at strugeon spend an-
nau1ly a total of .1~75 in pastor's salaries. None of 
the pastors for these churches are located in sturgeon. 
One man located in the town could do the religious work 
more effioiently than all the ministers are now doing. 
It ia possible in a few years with persistant 
work on the part of the religious leaders in Boon County, 
to bring about a condition of fewer churches and located 
men in the country distriots. There is little denomina-
tional strife prevalent among the ohurches. There ia not 
a single church in the county that doea not have members 
of other churche. who attend the regular services. Thus 
the churches under proper leadership can and will unite in 
a few years. There would be no more expenoe and much 
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more adequate religious work. Will the churches take 
advantage of this opportunity and establish functioning 
community churches or will they let their churches de-
cline and establish nothing in their places? 
If fifteen churches were established in this 
county, the: - buildings could be used as community centers. 
There would be little opposition to the use of the build-
ings as such. Most of the churches would open their 
doors to good lecturers at the present time. Unless 
something is done in order to prevent the decaying of 
the rural churches, it seems that they must die. How-
ever, the opportunity is opening for all religious leaders 
to lay aside their religious prejudioes and actually do 
work in the country churches that will count for the up-
lift of humanity. 
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THE NEGRO CHURCHES 
GENERAL 
The disoussion regarding the negro ohurohes 
is short for two reasons: the study of the negro 
ohurches 1s a distinct problem in itaelf and there 
are not many negro churches in the county. Therefore 
only the facts will be given in regard to this group of 
churches and no conclusions will be drawn. The data 
on only six of the nine churches are probably accurate. 
With the other three it is not considered that the in-
formation is a1 all exact. Nevertheless all theinfor-
mation will be given for what it is worth. 
The churches and Their Kembership. 
/ There are nine negro ohurches in Boone County. 
Three of them are in town and the remainder are in the 
o_an country. Two of the town churches are in Sturgeon 
and the other one in Rooheport. The looations and namea 
of the negro churches is shown on map number 10. Two of 
these churches are Method1st and the other seven are 
Baptist~ One of the Methodiat Churohes is in sturgeon 
and the other is northeaat of Columiba; its name 11 Mt. 
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Moriah. The ,total membership for the negro churches in 
both the town and open country is given in table number 
44. The total membership of the two Baptist Churches 
in the towns has slightly decreased, but there has been 
a slight increase in the open country churches of this 
denomination in the past ten years. However, the mem-
bership of the Baptist Churches of the open country de-
creased from 1911 to 1916. The Baptist Church in 
Sturgeon has increased its membership over both therpaat 
five and ten year periods. On the other hand the Bap-
tist Church in Rocheport has decreased in membership 
over both the five and ten year periods. Log Providence 
is the only Baptist ChurCh in the open country which haa 
increased over both the last five and ten year periods. 
On the other hand the following churches have decreased 
in membership over both the past five and ten year periods: 
Kt. Hope, Kt. Celestial, and Sugar Grove. Kt. Allen had 
twenty members ten years ago, thirty,-five years ago and 
twenty-four at the present time. The membership of both 
Kethodist Churches is shown in table number 43. The re-
ports for the Baptist Churches claim that eighty-five per 
cent of the members are active while the reports for the 
Kethodist Church claim only thirty-three and one-third per 
cent. of the membership as active. With the town churches 
of the two denominations taken together. seventy And one-
half per cent. of the total membership is active. 
Baptist 
Methodist 
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Table No. 44. 
Town Open Country 
At Five years Ten 
~resent: ago :Years: At :Five: Ten 
. . 
. Ago :Present:Years:Years 
118 
82 
130 
25 . . 
150 417 
14 
Ago Ago 
426 400 
14 
This table gives the total membership for 
the town and open oountry ohurohes at the present 
time, five, and ten years ago. 
The total number of members under eighteen years 
of age is sixty-eight. The total number of oolored young 
people between twelve and eighteen years of age in the 
oounty is two hundred and thirty-three.l As nearly as 
oan be asoertained, the total number of families repre-
sented in the oolored ohurohes of the oounty is one hun-
dred and seventy-seven. 
The net gain in membership of all the ohurohes 
in the oounty in the past year is forty. This gain is 
primarily due to the work at Sugar Grove, Kt. Celestial, 
and the two ohurohes in sturgeon. 
The following ohurohes have §unday Sohool: 
the three town ohurohes, Sugar Grove, Kt. Celestial, and 
Log Providenoe. The total enrollment in the Sunday Sohools 
1. This information was obtained from the sohool reoords 
whioh are kept by the oounty olerk. 
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of the town churohes is one hundred and twenty-six. 
The average attendance for these three Sunday Schools 
taken together is one hundred and five. The total en-
rollment in the open country Schools is seventy-five. 
and the average attenaance is fifty-one. Three Sun-
day Sohools. the Baptist at Rocheport and Kt. Celestial. 
and the Methodist in Sturgeon, have graded literature. 
Eighty-five of the church members in the 
town churches attend the Sunday Schools, but only forty-
five of the church members in the open country attend 
the sohools.The total number of young people who 
attend the schools between the ages of twelve and eighteen 
is one hundred and eight of whom rorty-rive are boys and 
sixty-three are girls. There are sixteen teachers in the 
SundaY Schools of the colored churohes. Seven ot these 
teachers have had pedagogical training, but only one has 
had any Biblical training. The total number of children 
enrolled in the schools under ten years or age is forty-
six. The number is almost equally divided between boys 
.and girls. 
Two of the Baptist Sunday Schools have libraries. 
The total number ot volumes in these two libraries is about 
one hundred. One ot the libraries is valued at .25 and 
the other at .20. Only one Ichool has a blackboard, how-
ever it is used in the regular class work. 
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Two of the Baptist Sunday Schools have class 
socials, and two have picnics for the whole sohool. One 
of the Baptist Sohools has nothing of the kind. The 
Sunday Sohool in the Methodist Churoh at Sturgeon has both 
olass sooials and picnics for the whole sohool. 
The Sunday Sohools in the three town churches 
raised a total of $69 tor the running expenses of the 
sohools in the past year. The three schools in the open 
country ohurohes raised a total of $60 during the same 
period. 
The two churohes in Sturgeon, Kt. Celestial, 
and Sugar Grove have young peoples' sooieties. The 
total enrollment of the young peoples' sooieties in 
the two town churches is fifty-two and the average 
attendance is thirty-seven. The total enrollment of 
the two societies in the two open oountry churches is 
sixty and the averate attendance for the two together is 
fifty. The two societies in the town ohurches oarry on 
only some form of formal work the oharacter of which is in-
dioated in the following quotations: -Singing and praying" 
aDd -Reading the Bible and discussing topics-. Neither 
of these societies has any form of social work or do the 
member. of the societies ever give any entertainemnts. 
On the other hand, the sooieties at Kt. Celestial and 
Sugar Grove both give entertainments in addition to the 
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formal work indioated above. Eaoh of these sooieties 
gives two or three programs annually. 
The Methodist Churoh at sturgeon is the only 
church which has a Ladies' Aid Sooiety. This sooiety 
meets once a week. It had just been organized at the 
time the survey was made. Therefore, only little in-
formation was obtained regarding this sooiety. 
Three ohurohes, Log Providenoe, Mt. Celestial, 
and Sugar Grove, have Womens' Missionary Organizations. 
The organization at Sugar Grove raised $100 in the last 
year, the one at Mt. Celestial raised $150 and the one 
at Log Providence raised $75. The reports say that most 
of the money is raised by entertainments. 
Seven different preaohers are preaohing 1n the 
nine colored churches in this county. The same man 
preaches for Mt. Celestial and Sugar Grove, and this is 
true of Log Providenoe and the Baptist Church at Sturgeon. 
Only three of the ministers live in the county. One 
lives at Columbia, one in Centralia, and one 1n Sturgeon. 
The man who lives in Sturgeon preaches for the Methodist 
Church at that plaoe. 
The data regarding the eduoational status of the 
colored preaohers are limited. For the ministers whose 
educational status is given there is no way of determining 
their eduoational standing since there is no way to de-
termine the type of training whioh they received at the 
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institutions where the sohool work was done. 
The information regarding the preachers t 
libraries could be obtained for only four. One of 
these has no library, one has fifty volumes, one has 
eighty and one has eight hundred and tifty. The man 
who has the eight hundred and fifty is O. F. Nelson. 
He claims to have the largest number of volumes in his 
library of all collored preaohers in the state. It 
should be added that O. F. Nelson is pastor of two most 
progressive colored churches in the county, Kt. Celestial 
and Sugar Grove. The average salary of the colored 
preachers is $540 a year for this county. The largest 
salary is $880, and the smallest is $324 a year. 
The Baptist Church in Rocheport has preaching 
three times a month, the two churches in Sturgeon have 
preaching twice a month and all of the others have 
preaching only once a month. In addition to the re-
gular once a month preaching it seems to be the praotice 
of most all the churches to have a revival meeting once 
a year. 
The total value of the church property of the 
colored religious ofganizations is .103,000. All the 
church buildings are in good or fair condition. None at 
the buildings is used by any organizations other than 
those to which they belong. However, lecturers would be 
welcomed in all of these churches. 
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In four of the churches the money is raised 
by the every member canvas and in five it is raised by 
subscription. The total amount of money raised by these 
nine churches annually is $2422. These figures are 
probably not exact, but they are as accurate as can be 
ascertained. 
There are many more facts.that might be given 
in connection with the discussion on the negro churches, 
but I cannot see that they will add any value to the thesis. 
In order to draw any conclusions of value from the study 
of these churches, the whole life of the negroes would 
have to be studied. 
Summary. 
There are nine colored churches in Boone County, 
three of which are in town and the remainder in the open 
country. From the statistica, it appears that about 
one-half of these ~hurches are declining. Six of these 
churches ~ave Sund&¥ Schools. The two shurches in the 
county whioh are doint the most progressive work in the 
Sunday Schools, Young Peoples' Societies, and Miasionary 
Organizations are Kt. Celestial and Sugar Grove. O. 7. 
Nelson, who aeems to be the best equipped negro preacher 
in the county, is preaching for these two churohes. 
About one-half of the churches are using business methods 
in raising their money_ Only three of the churches 
have preaching more than once a month. Two of these 
have preaching twice a month and the other one three 
times a month. The total amount of money raised annual-
ly by these nine churches is .2422. 
APPENDIX 
QUESTIonnAIRE FOR RURAL Chli""RCH SURVEY. 
Hotes: ..1. • .J.'ne word community means in general the territory 
covered by the church membership. 
2 Please give accurate statements and data i:7here 
possible; otherwise approximate and indicate by underscoring. 
Name of church •••••••••••• Locatlon ••••••••••• Open Country or 
village ••••••••• Uame of village ••••••.• Denomination •••••••• 
Date of organization ••••••••• Is the building union?· ••••••••. 
If so, what denominations use it? •••••••• 
NU1Pbp!" of members at presel1t ••••••• 5 years ago •••• IO years 
ago .•••••• Ho. of members attending regularly now ••••••••••• 
Hon-acti ve re sident !~1e~Jbers...... • Hon-re sident members •• 
•••• ••• ••• l~ll.rnber of members under IS years of age; boys ••• 
glrls ••••••• No. of families in. the church •••••••• 
II ACCE8fIONS DUEIlrG THE LAST FISCAL YEAR OF YOUR C-:runCH 
BY' statement .... '. •• confes~ion.... letter ••••• total •••••• 
III LOSSES DtJRIHG THE YEAR 
By death •••••• by letter ••••• dismissal •••• dropping out of 
Oi;vn accord ••••••• total...... . 
Net loss ••••• ~.Net Gain •••••• 
IV. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Has the church one? ••••• Is it a union S.S.? •••••• Ifso 
what d.enominations ? •• .' ••••••• Total enrollment ••••••• ' ••• 
Average attendance .......... No. of classes ••••••• No. of 
separate rooms for classes ••••••• Graded or uniform literature 
••••••••••• Have a teachers' training class? •••••••••• 
Uo. of teachers who have had pedagogical training ••••••• 
No. who have had Biblical training ••••••••• 
. Ho. of church members \vho attend Sunday c:chool.' •••• ~ •• 
Ho.·who attend between the ages of twelve and eighteen: 
boys.·.··Eirls ••••••• 
Ho. of months the Suriday School i2 open during the 
year ••••••• Time open ••• -••• No. of organized classes ••••• 
:Amount raised for the support of the Sunday School 
a--ring the year •••••.• By v/ha.t means was it raised? •••• 
Do any of the classes have socials •.••••• If so, specify 
the nature of these socials •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Did the whole Sunday School have a social or picnic 
durin~ the year? ••••••••• Ho~ many? •••••••• HOw many did 
the 8~narate classes have? •••••••• Do the older p.ople 
attend' these socials freely? ••••••••• 
\'/hat seem2 to be the effect of these socl als upon: 
community r!]orr:.ls? ••••••• neightorliness? ••••• S., S. atten(lance? 
-20! ... 
Does the Sunday School have any base-baIlor other form 
of play? ••••••• If so, give its character •••••••• 
Do an;)T of the adult or senior' classes study the life 
of Jesus in its relation to the modern social.problems? • 
. . . . . . . . . . . 
Equipment:- Ho. of adjustable seats •••••••• No. of 
d j ffere 1t size seats •••••••••.• No. of books in the S.S. 
Library? ••• Value ••••••••• Are books well selected? ••• ~. 
No. of maps ••••• Blackboards ••••• Are blackboards and maps 
used in class work? ••••••••••• 
V YOuNG PEO 'LES' SOCIETIES 
lias the church one? ••••••• .-.J:.Tarne •••••••.•• How often 
meet? ••••••• Do members of other churches attend? •••• ' •• 
IJature of the work at the regular meetings? ••••••••• ' •• .•. 
· ••••••••••••••.. Enrollment ••••• ~ •• Average attendance •••• 
Do the older people attend? •••••• HoVl many? ••••••• 
~mount of money raised during the year ••••••• How 
reised? •••••• 
Does the society give any entertainments? ••••••• If 'so. 
ho':: often? •••••• A:ny club work? ••••• !f so what sort? ••••• 
Does it give any athletic or recreational work? •••••••• 
\1hat sort? ••• ~ Is the social work successful? ••••• Vihat 
per cent of the members attend? •••••• 
VI OTEE~ o.::GANIZATIOliS 
is there a ladies' aid sOciety? •••• How often does it 
meet ? •••••• Nuture of its work? ••••• Do the members ever 
meet together merely for a good time? •••••• Enrollment ••• 
Is there a missionary organization? ••••••• Uame ••••••• 
Nature of its work •••••• Amount of money raised during the 
year •••••••••• How raised? •••• Give any other facts of other 
organizations as men's clubs,etc, if there are any .••••••• 
VII THE P2EACHER 
Hame ............. age •••••••• Is he"a student? ••••• If so 
where? •••••• Vfuere is his home? •••••••• Distance from this 
church?~ •••• Is he married •• ~ ••••••••• 
Education: High School ••••••• Normal School ••••••• 
Denominational College •••••••• ::eminary ••••••• University ••• 
•••••••.• • Is he a graduate of either? ••••• ~·,rhich? •••••••• 
Preacher's Library.; No. of volumes ••••••• On History ••• 
r.J:lheology •••••• Sociology •• " ••• Agriculture ••••• General ~ 
science .••••• Literature ••••••• 
Has '9reacher had any train~ng in agri culture? ••• Vias 
he reared on a farm? •••• No. years been preaching •• ~ •• 
P::eacher's salary as paid by this church •••••••• 
By other churches for which he preaches •••••• Does he give 
all 0[' his time to preaching? •••• Has he any other 
source of income? ••••• VIhat? •••••• Ho. years been preaching 
for this church? ••• .•••• Iro., pastors this church has had in 
the last. five years •••••••• Does the pastor favor mission,.? 
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Does he favor l~ctures and other forms of public work in 
the church?....... . 
VIII. THE CHURCH BUILDIHG 
. Value of church property •••••••• Ho. of room 'c in. the 
. building •••••••• Condition of· the building ••••• IT.hen 
painted •••••••• How long has t ·he church been built? •••••• 
Method of heating •••••• Of lighting .••••••• .A:ny church 
.debt? •••••• If so, how much........ . 
Do other organizations use the·church? •••••••• How 
often during the past year? •••••• What other organizatiot,i? 
••••••••••• Do you have lectures in the church? •••••••••• 
:boes the church board approve? ••••••••• No. of hours 
each week the church is <used for regular religious 
service ••••••• For other work •• ~ •••••••• 
Ho','l large are the grounds? ••••••••• HOi<v often are 
they used exclusively by the members of this church? •••• 
IX CHURCH OFFICERS 
Humber ••••••• Hames and ages •••••••••••••••••••••• 
How often do they meet(on call or regular) •••••••••••• 
Is a record of the meeting kept? •••••• What forces play 
the most part in the selection of officers? (moral 
worth, wealth ·politics, willingness to serve, or 
could not find another) ••••••• Doee the board or the 
whole church run the business of the church? •.••••••• Do 
members show any interest in the business of the church? 
••••••••••• lIow do they show that interest? ••••••• 
X Ch1}RCH FIHANCES. 
I's the money raised by the every memver canvass or 
by subscriptlon? •••••••••• Or is some other method used? 
••••••••••• ':i'hat. ~ ••••••• I ~ pastor', salary and all other 
expenses in one budget or separate ••••••••• Pastor's 
salary? ••••• Is it paid up to date? ••••••• How much 
behind?......... _ 
Does t~e church reoeive outside help? •••••• ~If so, 
how much? ••••••• For what? •••••• From Whom ...... ·Wben? •••• 
, ·Amount given to foreign missions •••••• Home missions •• 1t 
Benevolences ••••••• church extension ••••••••• All others •• ~ 
Did churoh h~ve anY building expenses? •••• How muoh ••• 
Total amount raised during the last fiscal year ........ . 
XI THE PREACHING SERVICE-
.Preaching how often? ••••••• no. of other churohes the 
pastor serves •••••••••• Where looated? •••••••• Where does 
pastor live? ••••• Does the pastor give any week days to 
pastoral work? ••••• !f so, how many? •••• 
. Does the churoh have · preaohing as often, oftener, or 
less often than any time in the last ten years? ••••••• 
Give change if any •••••••• How manY. revival meetings in. the 
last five years? ••••••• Total number of acoessions ••••• ' •• 
Percentage of theI!!. who cs.me from the Sunday School •••••• 
Percentage of them remaining faithful at present ••••••• 
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Pastor or an evangelist hold. tho meetings? .•••••• Ho. 
of accessions at the regular services in the past year 
••••••••• Are there any attractions in the community 
that prevents church attendance? •••••• What •••••••••• 
XII. TEE C0I2.IUrHTY 
HUmber cf churches in a radius of four miles ••••• 
Hames •••••••••••••.• .Any abandoned churches in the same 
radius? •••••••••• Cause s of abandonment •••••••••. · ••••• 
Did members put their membership with other churches? ••• 
. , Are there any families ih your church part of whom . 
are in some other church? •••••• Ho ••••••• '\lhat other 
church or churches are represented in such families? •• ~. 
Is there inter-church attendance? ••••.• Is denominational 
strife present? ••• ~ •• ~.If so in ~iliat churches? •••••••• 
In what is your church making most note.\'lorthy progress? 
••••••••••••.•••• Are there any men's clubs or other organ-
izations near the church? ••••••• Harne •. _, .: .::ocation ...... . 
?oes this . club do any fo:'P.l of community 'Work? ••••••••••• 
If so, give t:r.e nature of the work ••••••••••.••••• Do the 
members cooperate with your church as an organization? •••• 
Does the church desire to cooperate? ••••••• 
Average value of land in your community •••••••••. Uo. of 
families in your church rlto olm their homes ••••••• Ho. of 
tenant fa.milies in your chllrch •••••• Does the membership of 
your chnrci1 remain , fairly constant or fluctuate? ••••• ' ••••• 
Ho',' n~m:7 :families have. ;Joved from thi s church in the last 
five years ••••••••• Hoy! many families have gone to a tovm or 
ci ty . in the · ,lsst five years? ••••• ROtl many young men have 
gone free1 this church to a to~m or ci t;y in the same time? 
: •••• ~ ••••• Ho·1 :nany of your members live in ::!olulnbia.? •••• 
' Distance of ch~;_rch fro ): nearest tovni ••••• Ha.me of town •• 
• • • • • • • •• • •• 
ITo. of' members \'1ho o','m automobiles ••••• Value of the 
best home ormed by any of your members ••••• best farm ••••• 
1)0 oJd. or young people go to town to church most? ••••• 
How does ~he attendance of the old and young people 
compare? ••••••••• 
Hss the automobile increased ordecreo.sod the church 
attendance? •••••• Has the automobile incre~sed the number 
of trips to to'tm? ••••••••• To What torm do they generelly 
go? •••••• ~Are the ro~ds leading to the church generally 
good or bad? ••••••••• 
. r s, there a country stO'l'C near? •••• 'Do the people con-
grega.te here for discussion? ._ •••••• 
~'Irite any a.ddi tional information which you think might 
be of interest ••••••••••••• 
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